
2 Peter 1:12

Dear Readers, July 1999

“Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” (Ephesians 1:2, 3) We
will be continuing our look at prophecy in the next issue. In this issue we will examine some basic truths essential for our
Christian experience. I pray you will be blessed by this article, which  is taken from the book Steps to Christ. I believe you
will be richly blessed by this book, so we are offering you a free copy. A one dollar donation to cover shipping is
appreciated, but not required to receive your free book.

Repentance
“How shall a man be just with God? How shall the

sin ner be made righ teous? It is only through Christ that
we can be brought into har mony with God, with ho li ness; 
but how are we to come to Christ? Many are ask ing the
same ques tion as did the mul ti tude on the Day of Pen te -
cost, when, con victed of sin, they cried out, “What shall
we do?” The first word of Pe ter’s an swer was, “Re pent.”
Acts 2:37, 38. At an other time, shortly af ter, he said, “Re -
pent,… and be con verted, that your sins may be blot ted
out.” Acts 3:19.

Re pen tance in cludes sor row for sin and a turn ing
away from it. We shall not re nounce sin un less we see its
sin ful ness; un til we turn away from it in heart, there will
be no real change in the life.

There are many who fail to un der stand the true na ture 
of re pen tance. Mul ti tudes sor row that they have sinned
and even make an out ward ref or ma tion be cause they fear
that their wrong do ing will bring suf fer ing upon them -
selves. But this is not re pen tance in the Bi ble sense. They
la ment the suf fer ing rather than the sin. Such was the
grief of Esau when he saw that the birth right was lost to
him for ever. Balaam, ter ri fied by the an gel stand ing in
his path way with drawn sword, ac knowl edged his guilt
lest he should lose his life; but there was no gen u ine re -
pen tance for sin, no con ver sion of pur pose, no ab hor -

rence of evil. Ju das Is car iot, af ter be tray ing his Lord, ex -
claimed, “I have sinned in that I have be trayed the
in no cent blood.” Mat thew 27:4.

The con fes sion was forced from his guilty soul by an
aw ful sense of con dem na tion and a fear ful look ing for of
judg ment. The con se quences that were to re sult to him
filled him with ter ror, but there was no deep, heart break -
ing grief in his soul, that he had be trayed the spot less Son
of God and de nied the Holy One of Is rael. Pha raoh, when
suf fer ing un der the judg ments of God, ac knowl edged his
sin in or der to es cape fur ther pun ish ment, but re turned to
his de fi ance of Heaven as soon as the plagues were
stayed. These all la mented the re sults of sin, but did not
sor row for the sin it self.

But when the heart yields to the in flu ence of the
Spirit of God, the con science will be quick ened, and the
sin ner will dis cern some thing of the depth and sa cred ness 
of God’s holy law, the foun da tion of His gov ern ment in
heaven and on earth. The “Light, which lighteth ev ery
man that com eth into the world,” il lu mines the se cret
cham bers of the soul, and the hid den things of dark ness
are made man i fest. John 1:9. Con vic tion takes hold upon
the mind and heart. The sin ner has a sense of the righ -
teous ness of Je ho vah and feels the ter ror of ap pear ing, in
his own guilt and un clean ness, be fore the Searcher of
hearts. He sees the love of God, the beauty of ho li ness,
the joy of pu rity; he longs to be cleansed and to be re -
stored to com mu nion with Heaven.



The prayer of Da vid af ter his fall, il lus trates the na -
ture of true sor row for sin. His re pen tance was sin cere
and deep. There was no ef fort to pal li ate his guilt; no de -
sire to es cape the judg ment threat ened, in spired his
prayer. Da vid saw the enor mity of his trans gres sion; he
saw the de file ment of his soul; he loathed his sin. It was
not for par don only that he prayed, but for pu rity of heart.
He longed for the joy of ho li ness—to be re stored to har -
mony and com mu nion with God. This was the lan guage
of his soul:

“Blessed is he whose trans gres sion is for given,
    whose sin is cov ered.
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord
    imputeth not in iq uity,
And in whose spirit there is no guile.”

Psalm 32:1, 2
“Have mercy upon me, O God, ac cord ing to
    Thy lov ing-kindness:
Ac cord ing unto the mul ti tude of Thy ten der
    mer cies blot out my trans gres sions.…
For I ac knowl edge my trans gres sions: and my
    sin is ever be fore me.…
Purge me with hys sop, and I shall be clean:
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.…
Cre ate in me a clean heart, O God;
    And re new a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy pres ence;
    And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Re store unto me the joy of Thy sal va tion;
    And up hold me with Thy free spirit.…
De liver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou
    God of my sal va tion:
And my tongue shall sing aloud of Thy
    Righ teous ness.”    Psalm 51:1-14

A re pen tance such as this, is be yond the reach of our
own power to ac com plish; it is ob tained only from Christ, 
who as cended up on high and has given gifts unto men.

Just here is a point on which many may err, and
hence they fail of re ceiv ing the help that Christ de sires to
give them. They think that they can not come to Christ un -
less they first re pent, and that re pen tance pre pares for the
for give ness of their sins. It is true that re pen tance does
pre cede the for give ness of sins; for it is only the bro ken
and con trite heart that will feel the need of a Sav iour. But
must the sin ner wait till he has re pented be fore he can
come to Je sus? Is re pen tance to be made an ob sta cle be -
tween the sin ner and the Sav iour?

The Bi ble does not teach that the sin ner must re pent
be fore he can heed the in vi ta tion of Christ, “Come unto
Me, all ye that la bor and are heavy-laden, and I will give

you rest.” Mat thew 11:28. It is the vir tue that goes forth
from Christ, that leads to gen u ine re pen tance. Pe ter made 
the mat ter clear in his state ment to the Is ra el ites when he
said, “Him hath God ex alted with His right hand to be a
Prince and a Sav iour, for to give re pen tance to Is rael, and
for give ness of sins.” Acts 5:31. We can no more re pent
with out the Spirit of Christ to awaken the con science
than we can be par doned with out Christ.

Christ is the source of ev ery right im pulse. He is the
only one that can im plant in the heart en mity against sin.
Ev ery de sire for truth and pu rity, ev ery con vic tion of our
own sin ful ness, is an ev i dence that His Spirit is mov ing
upon our hearts.

Je sus has said, “I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto Me.” John 12:32. Christ must be re -
vealed to the sin ner as the Sav iour dy ing for the sins of
the world; and as we be hold the Lamb of God upon the
cross of Cal vary, the mys tery of re demp tion be gins to un -
fold to our minds and the good ness of God leads us to re -
pen tance. In dy ing for sin ners, Christ man i fested a love
that is in com pre hen si ble; and as the sin ner be holds this
love, it soft ens the heart, im presses the mind, and in spires 
con tri tion in the soul.

It is true that men some times be come ashamed of
their sin ful ways, and give up some of their evil hab its,
be fore they are con scious that they are be ing drawn to
Christ. But when ever they make an ef fort to re form, from 
a sin cere de sire to do right, it is the power of Christ that is
draw ing them. An in flu ence of which they are un con -
scious works upon the soul, and the con science is quick -
ened, and the out ward life is amended. And as Christ
draws them to look upon His cross, to be hold Him whom
their sins have pierced, the com mand ment co mes home
to the con science. The wick ed ness of their life, the
deep-seated sin of the soul, is re vealed to them. They be -
gin to com pre hend some thing of the righ teous ness of
Christ, and ex claim, “What is sin, that it should re quire
such a sac ri fice for the re demp tion of its vic tim? Was all
this love, all this suf fer ing, all this hu mil i a tion, de -
manded, that we might not per ish, but have ev er last ing
life?”

The sin ner may re sist this love, may re fuse to be
drawn to Christ; but if he does not re sist he will be drawn
to Je sus; a knowl edge of the plan of sal va tion will lead
him to the foot of the cross in re pen tance for his sins,
which have caused the suf fer ings of God’s dear Son.

The same di vine mind that is work ing upon the
things of na ture is speak ing to the hearts of men and cre -
at ing an in ex press ible crav ing for some thing they have
not. The things of the world can not sat isfy their long ing.
The Spirit of God is plead ing with them to seek for those
things that alone can give peace and rest—the grace of
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Christ, the joy of ho li ness. Through in flu ences seen and
un seen, our Sav iour is con stantly at work to at tract the
minds of men from the un satis fy ing plea sures of sin to
the in fi nite bless ings that may be theirs in Him. To all
these souls, who are vainly seek ing to drink from the bro -
ken cis terns of this world, the di vine mes sage is ad -
dressed, “Let him that is athirst come. And who so ever
will, let him take the wa ter of life freely.” Rev e la tion
22:17.

   You who in heart long for some thing better than this 
world can give, rec og nize this long ing as the voice of
God to your soul. Ask Him to give you re pen tance, to re -
veal Christ to you in His in fi nite love, in His per fect pu -
rity. In the Sav iour’s life the prin ci ples of God’s
law—love to God and man—were per fectly ex em pli fied. 
Be nev o lence, un self ish love, was the life of His soul. It is
as we be hold Him, as the light from our Sav iour falls
upon us, that we see the sin ful ness of our own hearts. 

   We may have flat tered our selves, as did
Nicodemus, that our life has been up right, that our moral
char ac ter is cor rect, and think that we need not hum ble
the heart be fore God, like the com mon sin ner: but when
the light from Christ shines into our souls, we shall see
how im pure we are; we shall dis cern the self ish ness of
mo tive, the en mity against God, that has de filed ev ery act 
of life. Then we shall know that our own righ teous ness is
in deed as filthy rags, and that the blood of Christ alone
can cleanse us from the de file ment of sin, and re new our
hearts in His own like ness.

   One ray of the glory of God, one gleam of the pu rity
of Christ, pen e trat ing the soul, makes ev ery spot of de -
file ment pain fully dis tinct, and lays bare the de for mity
and de fects of the hu man char ac ter. It makes ap par ent the 
un hal lowed de sires, the in fi del ity of the heart, the im pu -
rity of the lips. The sin ner’s acts of dis loy alty in mak ing
void the law of God, are ex posed to his sight, and his
spirit is stricken and af flicted un der the search ing in flu -
ence of the Spirit of God. He loathes him self as he views
the pure, spot less char ac ter of Christ.

   When the prophet Dan iel be held the glory sur -
round ing the heav enly mes sen ger that was sent unto him,
he was over whelmed with a sense of his own weak ness
and im per fec tion. De scribing the ef fect of the won der ful
scene, he says, “There re mained no strength in me: for
my come li ness was turned in me into cor rup tion, and I re -
tained no strength.” Dan iel 10:8. The soul thus touched
will hate its self ish ness, ab hor its self-love, and will seek,
through Christ’s righ teous ness, for the pu rity of heart that 
is in har mony with the law of God and the char ac ter of
Christ.

   Paul says that as “touch ing the righ teous ness which
is in the law”—as far as out ward acts were con -

cerned—he was “blame less” (Philippians 3:6); but when
the spir i tual char ac ter of the law was dis cerned, he saw
him self a sin ner. Judged by the let ter of the law as men
ap ply it to the out ward life, he had ab stained from sin; but 
when he looked into the depths of its holy pre cepts, and
saw him self as God saw him, he bowed in hu mil i a tion
and con fessed his guilt. He says, “I was alive with out the
law once: but when the com mand ment came, sin re vived, 
and I died.” Romans 7:9. When he saw the spir i tual na -
ture of the law, sin ap peared in its true hid eous ness, and
his self-esteem was gone.

   God does not re gard all sins as of equal mag ni tude;
there are de grees of guilt in His es ti ma tion, as well as in
that of man; but how ever tri fling this or that wrong act
may seem in the eyes of men, no sin is small in the sight
of God. Man’s judg ment is par tial, im per fect; but God es -
ti mates all things as they re ally are. The drunk ard is de -
spised and is told that his sin will ex clude him from
heaven; while pride, self ish ness, and cov et ous ness too
of ten go unrebuked. But these are sins that are es pe cially
of fen sive to God; for they are con trary to the be nev o -
lence of His char ac ter, to that un self ish love which is the
very at mo sphere of the un fall en uni verse. He who falls
into some of the grosser sins may feel a sense of his
shame and pov erty and his need of the grace of Christ;
but pride feels no need, and so it closes the heart against
Christ and the in fi nite bless ings He came to give.

   The poor pub li can who prayed, “God be mer ci ful to 
me a sin ner” (Luke 18:13), re garded him self as a very
wicked man, and oth ers looked upon him in the same
light; but he felt his need, and with his bur den of guilt and 
shame he came be fore God, ask ing for His mercy. His
heart was open for the Spirit of God to do its gra cious
work and set him free from the power of sin. The Phar i -
see’s boast ful, self-righteous prayer showed that his heart 
was closed against the in flu ence of the Holy Spirit. Be -
cause of his dis tance from God, he had no sense of his
own de file ment, in con trast with the per fec tion of the di -
vine ho li ness. He felt no need, and he re ceived noth ing.

   If you see your sin ful ness, do not wait to make
your self better. How many there are who think they are
not good enough to come to Christ. Do you ex pect to be -
come better through your own ef forts? “Can the Ethi o -
pian change his skin, or the leop ard his spots? then may
ye also do good, that are ac cus tomed to do evil.” Jer e -
miah 13:23. There is help for us only in God. We must
not wait for stron ger per sua sions, for better op por tu ni -
ties, or for ho lier tem pers. We can do noth ing of our -
selves. We must come to Christ just as we are.

   But let none de ceive them selves with the thought
that God, in His great love and mercy, will yet save even
the re ject ers of His grace. The ex ceed ing sin ful ness of sin 

July 1999 Study to show thyself approved unto God Page 3



can be es ti mated only in the light of the cross. When men
urge that God is too good to cast off the sin ner, let them
look to Cal vary. It was be cause there was no other way in
which man could be saved, be cause with out this sac ri fice
it was im pos si ble for the hu man race to es cape from the
de fil ing power of sin, and be re stored to com mu nion with 
holy be ings,—im pos si ble for them again to be come par -
tak ers of spir i tual life,—it was be cause of this that Christ
took upon Him self the guilt of the dis obe di ent and suf -
fered in the sin ner’s stead. The love and suf fer ing and
death of the Son of God all tes tify to the ter ri ble enor mity
of sin and de clare that there is no es cape from its power,
no hope of the higher life, but through the sub mis sion of
the soul to Christ. 

The im pen i tent some times ex cuse them selves by
say ing of pro fessed Chris tians, “I am as good as they are.
They are no more self-denying, so ber, or cir cum spect in
their con duct than I am. They love plea sure and
self-indulgence as well as I do.” Thus they make the
faults of oth ers an ex cuse for their own ne glect of duty.
But the sins and de fects of oth ers do not ex cuse any one,
for the Lord has not given us an er ring hu man pat tern.
The spot less Son of God has been given as our ex am ple,
and those who com plain of the wrong course of pro fessed 
Chris tians are the ones who should show better lives and
no bler ex am ples. If they have so high a con cep tion of
what a Chris tian should be, is not their own sin so much
the greater? They know what is right, and yet re fuse to do
it. 

Be ware of pro cras ti na tion. Do not put off the work of 
for sak ing your sins and seek ing pu rity of heart through
Je sus. Here is where thou sands upon thou sands have
erred to their eter nal loss. I will not here dwell upon the
short ness and un cer tainty of life; but there is a ter ri ble
dan ger—a dan ger not suf fi ciently un der stood—in de lay -
ing to yield to the plead ing voice of God’s Holy Spirit, in
choos ing to live in sin; for such this de lay re ally is. Sin,
how ever small it may be es teemed, can be in dulged in
only at the peril of in fi nite loss. What we do not over -
come, will over come us and work out our de struc tion.

Adam and Eve per suaded them selves that in so small
a mat ter as eat ing of the for bid den fruit there could not re -
sult such ter ri ble con se quences as God had de clared. But
this small mat ter was the trans gres sion of God’s im mu ta -
ble and holy law, and it sep a rated man from God and
opened the flood gates of death and un told woe upon our
world. Age af ter age there has gone up from our earth a
con tin ual cry of mourn ing, and the whole cre ation
groaneth and travaileth to gether in pain as a con se quence
of man’s dis obe di ence. Heaven it self has felt the ef fects
of his re bel lion against God. Cal vary stands as a me mo -
rial of the amaz ing sac ri fice re quired to atone for the

trans gres sion of the di vine law. Let us not re gard sin as a
triv ial thing. 

Ev ery act of trans gres sion, ev ery ne glect or re jec tion
of the grace of Christ, is re act ing upon your self; it is hard -
en ing the heart, de prav ing the will, be numb ing the un der -
stand ing, and not only mak ing you less in clined to yield,
but less ca pa ble of yield ing, to the ten der plead ing of
God’s Holy Spirit. 

Many are qui et ing a trou bled con science with the
thought that they can change a course of evil when they
choose; that they can tri fle with the in vi ta tions of mercy,
and yet be again and again im pressed. They think that af -
ter do ing de spite to the Spirit of grace, af ter cast ing their
in flu ence on the side of Sa tan, in a mo ment of ter ri ble ex -
trem ity they can change their course. But this is not so
eas ily done. The ex pe ri ence, the ed u ca tion, of a life time,
has so thor oughly molded the char ac ter that few then de -
sire to re ceive the im age of Je sus. 

Even one wrong trait of char ac ter, one sin ful de sire,
per sis tently cher ished, will even tu ally neu tral ize all the
power of the gos pel. Ev ery sin ful in dul gence strength ens
the soul’s aver sion to God. The man who man i fests an in -
fi del har di hood, or a stolid in dif fer ence to di vine truth, is
but reap ing the har vest of that which he has him self
sown. In all the Bi ble there is not a more fear ful warn ing
against tri fling with evil than the words of the wise man
that the sin ner “shall be holden with the cords of his
sins.” Prov erbs 5:22. 

Christ is ready to set us free from sin, but He does not
force the will; and if by per sis tent trans gres sion the will
it self is wholly bent on evil, and we do not de sire to be set
free, if we will not ac cept His grace, what more can He
do? We have de stroyed our selves by our de ter mined re -
jec tion of His love. “Be hold, now is the ac cepted time;
be hold, now is the day of sal va tion.” “To day if ye will
hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” 2 Co rin thi ans
6:2; He brews 3:7, 8. 

“Man looketh on the out ward ap pear ance, but the
Lord looketh on the heart”—the hu man heart, with its
con flict ing emo tions of joy and sor row; the wan der ing,
way ward heart, which is the abode of so much im pu rity
and de ceit. 1 Sam uel 16:7. He knows its mo tives, its very
in tents and pur poses. Go to Him with your soul all
stained as it is. Like the psalm ist, throw its cham bers
open to the all-seeing eye, ex claim ing, “Search me, O
God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in
the way ev er last ing.” Psalm 139: 23, 24. 

Many ac cept an in tel lec tual re li gion, a form of
godliness, when the heart is not cleansed. Let it be your
prayer, “Cre ate in me a clean heart, O God; and re new a
right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10. Deal truly with your 
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own soul. Be as ear nest, as per sis tent, as you would be if
your mor tal life were at stake. This is a mat ter to be set -
tled be tween God and your own soul, set tled for eter nity.
A sup posed hope, and noth ing more, will prove your
ruin. 

Study God’s word prayer fully. That word pres ents
be fore you, in the law of God and the life of Christ, the
great prin ci ples of ho li ness, with out which “no man shall
see the Lord.” He brews 12:14. It con vinces of sin; it
plainly re veals the way of sal va tion. Give heed to it as the 
voice of God speak ing to your soul. 

As you see the enor mity of sin, as you see your self as
you re ally are, do not give up to de spair. It was sin ners
that Christ came to save. We have not to rec on cile God to
us, but—O won drous love!—God in Christ is “rec on cil -
ing the world unto Him self.” 2 Co rin thi ans 5:19. He is
woo ing by His ten der love the hearts of His er ring chil -
dren. No earthly par ent could be as pa tient with the faults
and mis takes of his chil dren, as is God with those He
seeks to save. No one could plead more ten derly with the
trans gres sor. No hu man lips ever poured out more ten der
en treat ies to the wan derer than does He. All His prom -
ises, His warn ings, are but the breath ing of un ut ter able
love. 

When Sa tan co mes to tell you that you are a great sin -
ner, look up to your Re deemer and talk of His mer its.
That which will help you is to look to His light. Ac knowl -
edge your sin, but tell the en emy that “Christ Je sus came
into the world to save sin ners” and that you may be saved
by His match less love. 1 Tim o thy 1:15. Je sus asked Si -
mon a ques tion in re gard to two debt ors. One owed his
lord a small sum, and the other owed him a very large
sum; but he for gave them both, and Christ asked Si mon
which debtor would love his lord most. Si mon an swered,
“He to whom he for gave most.” Luke 7:43. We have
been great sin ners, but Christ died that we might be for -
given. The mer its of His sac ri fice are suf fi cient to pres ent 
to the Fa ther in our be half. Those to whom He has for -
given most will love Him most, and will stand near est to
His throne to praise Him for His great love and in fi nite
sac ri fice. It is when we most fully com pre hend the love
of God that we best re al ize the sin ful ness of sin. When we 
see the length of the chain that was let down for us, when
we un der stand some thing of the in fi nite sac ri fice that
Christ has made in our be half, the heart is melted with
ten der ness and con tri tion. 

Confession
“He that covereth his sins shall not pros per: but

whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.”
Prov erbs 28:13. 

The con di tions of ob tain ing mercy of God are sim ple
and just and rea son able. The Lord does not re quire us to
do some griev ous thing in or der that we may have the for -
give ness of sin. We need not make long and wea ri some
pil grim ages, or per form pain ful pen ances, to com mend
our souls to the God of heaven or to ex pi ate our trans gres -
sion; but he that confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall
have mercy. 

The apos tle says, “Con fess your faults one to an -
other, and pray one for an other, that ye may be healed.”
James 5:16. Con fess your sins to God, who only can for -
give them, and your faults to one an other. If you have
given of fense to your friend or neigh bor, you are to ac -
knowl edge your wrong, and it is his duty freely to for give 
you. Then you are to seek the for give ness of God, be -
cause the brother you have wounded is the prop erty of
God, and in in jur ing him you sinned against his Cre ator
and Re deemer. The case is brought be fore the only true
Me di a tor, our great High Priest, who “was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet with out sin,” and who is
“touched with the feel ing of our in fir mi ties,” and is able
to cleanse from ev ery stain of in iq uity. He brews 4:15. 

Those who have not hum bled their souls be fore God
in ac knowl edg ing their guilt, have not yet ful filled the
first con di tion of ac cep tance. If we have not ex pe ri enced
that re pen tance which is not to be re pented of, and have
not with true hu mil i a tion of soul and brokenness of spirit
con fessed our sins, ab hor ring our in iq uity, we have never 
truly sought for the for give ness of sin; and if we have
never sought, we have never found the peace of God. The 
only rea son why we do not have re mis sion of sins that are 
past is that we are not will ing to hum ble our hearts and
com ply with the con di tions of the word of truth. Ex plicit
in struc tion is given con cern ing this mat ter. Con fes sion of 
sin, whether pub lic or pri vate, should be heart felt and
freely ex pressed. It is not to be urged from the sin ner. It is
not to be made in a flip pant and care less way, or forced
from those who have no re al iz ing sense of the ab hor rent
char ac ter of sin. The con fes sion that is the out pour ing of
the in most soul finds its way to the God of in fi nite pity.
The psalm ist says, “The Lord is nigh unto them that are
of a bro ken heart; and saveth such as be of a con trite
spirit.” Psalm 34:18. 

True con fes sion is al ways of a spe cific char ac ter, and 
ac knowl edges par tic u lar sins. They may be of such a na -
ture as to be brought be fore God only; they may be
wrongs that should be con fessed to in di vid u als who have
suf fered in jury through them; or they may be of a pub lic
char ac ter, and should then be as pub licly con fessed. But
all con fes sion should be def i nite and to the point, ac -
knowl edg ing the very sins of which you are guilty. 
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In the days of Sam uel the Is ra el ites wan dered from
God. They were suf fer ing the con se quences of sin; for
they had lost their faith in God, lost their dis cern ment of
His power and wis dom to rule the na tion, lost their con fi -
dence in His abil ity to de fend and vin di cate His cause.
They turned from the great Ruler of the uni verse and de -
sired to be gov erned as were the na tions around them. Be -
fore they found peace they made this def i nite con fes sion:
“We have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a
king.” 1 Sam uel 12:19. The very sin of which they were
con victed had to be con fessed. Their in grat i tude op -
pressed their souls and sev ered them from God.  {SC
38.2}

Con fes sion will not be ac cept able to God with out
sin cere re pen tance and ref or ma tion. There must be de -
cided changes in the life; ev ery thing of fen sive to God
must be put away. This will be the re sult of gen u ine sor -
row for sin. The work that we have to do on our part is
plainly set be fore us: “Wash you, make you clean; put
away the evil of your do ings from be fore Mine eyes;
cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek judg ment, re lieve
the op pressed, judge the fa ther less, plead for the widow.” 
Isa iah 1:16, 17. “If the wicked re store the pledge, give
again that he had robbed, walk in the stat utes of life, with -
out com mit ting in iq uity; he shall surely live, he shall not
die.” Ezekiel 33:15. Paul says, speak ing of the work of
re pen tance: “Ye sor rowed af ter a godly sort, what care -
ful ness it wrought in you, yea, what clear ing of your -
selves, yea, what in dig na tion, yea, what fear, yea, what
ve he ment de sire, yea, what zeal, yea, what re venge! In all 
things ye have ap proved your selves to be clear in this
mat ter.” 2 Co rin thi ans 7:11.

When sin has dead ened the moral per cep tions, the
wrong doer does not dis cern the de fects of his char ac ter
nor re al ize the enor mity of the evil he has com mit ted; and 
un less he yields to the con vict ing power of the Holy
Spirit he re mains in par tial blind ness to his sin. His con -
fes sions are not sin cere and in ear nest. To ev ery ac knowl -
edg ment of his guilt he adds an apol ogy in ex cuse of his
course, de clar ing that if it had not been for cer tain cir -
cum stances he would not have done this or that for which
he is re proved.

Af ter Adam and Eve had eaten of the for bid den fruit,
they were filled with a sense of shame and ter ror. At first
their only thought was how to ex cuse their sin and es cape
the dreaded sen tence of death. When the Lord in quired
con cern ing their sin, Adam re plied, lay ing the guilt partly 
upon God and partly upon his com pan ion: “The woman
whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, 
and I did eat.” The woman put the blame upon the ser -
pent, say ing, “The ser pent be guiled me, and I did eat.”
Gen e sis 3: 12, 13. Why did You make the ser pent? Why

did You suf fer him to come into Eden? These were the
ques tions im plied in her ex cuse for her sin, thus charg ing
God with the re spon si bil ity of their fall. The spirit of
self-justification orig i nated in the fa ther of lies and has
been ex hib ited by all the sons and daugh ters of Adam.
Con fes sions of this or der are not in spired by the di vine
Spirit and will not be ac cept able to God. True re pen tance
will lead a man to bear his guilt him self and ac knowl edge 
it with out de cep tion or hy poc risy. Like the poor pub li -
can, not lift ing up so much as his eyes unto heaven, he
will cry, “God be mer ci ful to me a sin ner,” and those who 
do ac knowl edge their guilt will be jus ti fied, for Je sus will 
plead His blood in be half of the re pen tant soul.

The ex am ples in God’s word of gen u ine re pen tance
and hu mil i a tion re veal a spirit of con fes sion in which
there is no ex cuse for sin or at tempt at self-justification.
Paul did not seek to shield him self; he paints his sin in its
dark est hue, not at tempt ing to lessen his guilt. He says,
“Many of the saints did I shut up in prison, hav ing re -
ceived au thor ity from the chief priests; and when they
were put to death, I gave my voice against them. And I
pun ished them oft in ev ery syn a gogue, and com pelled
them to blas pheme; and be ing ex ceed ingly mad against
them, I per se cuted them even unto strange cit ies.” Acts
26: 10, 11. He does not hes i tate to de clare that “Christ Je -
sus came into the world to save sin ners; of whom I am
chief.” 1 Tim o thy 1:15.

The hum ble and bro ken heart, sub dued by gen u ine
re pen tance, will ap pre ci ate some thing of the love of God
and the cost of Cal vary; and as a son con fesses to a lov ing 
fa ther, so will the truly pen i tent bring all his sins be fore
God. And it is writ ten, “If we con fess our sins, He is
faith ful and just to for give us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all un righ teous ness.” 1 John 1:9.

Consecration
God’s prom ise is, “Ye shall seek Me, and find Me,

when ye shall search for Me with all your heart.” Jer e -
miah 29:13.

The whole heart must be yielded to God, or the
change can never be wrought in us by which we are to be
re stored to His like ness. By na ture we are alien ated from
God. The Holy Spirit de scribes our con di tion in such
words as these: “Dead in tres passes and sins;” “the whole 
head is sick, and the whole heart faint;” “no sound ness in
it.” We are held fast in the snare of Sa tan, “taken cap tive
by him at his will.” Ephe sians 2:1; Isa iah 1:5, 6; 2 Tim o -
thy 2:26. God de sires to heal us, to set us free. But since
this re quires an en tire trans for ma tion, a re new ing of our
whole na ture, we must yield our selves wholly to Him. 

The war fare against self is the great est bat tle that was 
ever fought. The yield ing of self, sur ren der ing all to the
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will of God, re quires a strug gle; but the soul must sub mit
to God be fore it can be re newed in ho li ness. 

The gov ern ment of God is not, as Sa tan would make
it ap pear, founded upon a blind sub mis sion, an un rea son -
ing con trol. It ap peals to the in tel lect and the con science.
“Come now, and let us rea son to gether” is the Cre ator’s
in vi ta tion to the be ings He has made. Isa iah 1:18. God
does not force the will of His crea tures. He can not ac cept
an hom age that is not will ingly and in tel li gently given. A
mere forced sub mis sion would pre vent all real de vel op -
ment of mind or char ac ter; it would make man a mere au -
tom a ton. Such is not the pur pose of the Cre ator. He
de sires that man, the crown ing work of His cre ative
power, shall reach the high est pos si ble de vel op ment. He
sets be fore us the height of bless ing to which He de sires
to bring us through His grace. He in vites us to give our -
selves to Him, that He may work His will in us. It re mains 
for us to choose whether we will be set free from the
bond age of sin, to share the glo ri ous lib erty of the sons of
God. 

In giv ing our selves to God, we must nec es sar ily give
up all that would sep a rate us from Him. Hence the Sav -
iour says, “Who so ever he be of you that forsaketh not all
that he hath, he can not be My dis ci ple.” Luke 14:33.
What ever shall draw away the heart from God must be
given up. Mam mon is the idol of many. The love of
money, the de sire for wealth, is the golden chain that
binds them to Sa tan. Rep u ta tion and worldly honor are
wor shiped by an other class. The life of self ish ease and
free dom from re spon si bil ity is the idol of oth ers. But
these slav ish bands must be bro ken. We can not be half
the Lord’s and half the world’s. We are not God’s chil -
dren un less we are such en tirely. 

There are those who pro fess to serve God, while they
rely upon their own ef forts to obey His law, to form a
right char ac ter, and se cure sal va tion. Their hearts are not
moved by any deep sense of the love of Christ, but they
seek to per form the du ties of the Chris tian life as that
which God re quires of them in or der to gain heaven. Such 
re li gion is worth noth ing. When Christ dwells in the
heart, the soul will be so filled with His love, with the joy
of com mu nion with Him, that it will cleave to Him; and
in the con tem pla tion of Him, self will be for got ten. Love
to Christ will be the spring of ac tion. Those who feel the
con strain ing love of God, do not ask how lit tle may be
given to meet the re quire ments of God; they do not ask
for the low est stan dard, but aim at per fect con for mity to
the will of their Re deemer. With ear nest de sire they yield
all and man i fest an in ter est pro por tion ate to the value of
the ob ject which they seek. A pro fes sion of Christ with -
out this deep love is mere talk, dry for mal ity, and heavy
drudg ery. 

Do you feel that it is too great a sac ri fice to yield all to 
Christ? Ask your self the ques tion, “What has Christ
given for me?” The Son of God gave all—life and love
and suf fer ing—for our re demp tion. And can it be that we, 
the un wor thy ob jects of so great love, will with hold our
hearts from Him? Ev ery mo ment of our lives we have
been par tak ers of the bless ings of His grace, and for this
very rea son we can not fully re al ize the depths of ig no -
rance and mis ery from which we have been saved. Can
we look upon Him whom our sins have pierced, and yet
be will ing to do de spite to all His love and sac ri fice? In
view of the in fi nite hu mil i a tion of the Lord of glory, shall 
we mur mur be cause we can en ter into life only through
con flict and self-abasement? 

The in quiry of many a proud heart is, “Why need I go 
in pen i tence and hu mil i a tion be fore I can have the as sur -
ance of my ac cep tance with God?” I point you to Christ.
He was sin less, and, more than this, He was the Prince of
heaven; but in man’s be half He be came sin for the race.
“He was num bered with the trans gres sors; and He bare
the sin of many, and made in ter ces sion for the trans gres -
sors.” Isa iah 53:12. 

But what do we give up, when we give all? A
sin-polluted heart, for Je sus to pu rify, to cleanse by His
own blood, and to save by His match less love. And yet
men think it hard to give up all! I am ashamed to hear it
spo ken of, ashamed to write it. 

God does not re quire us to give up any thing that it is
for our best in ter est to re tain. In all that He does, He has
the well-being of His chil dren in view. Would that all
who have not cho sen Christ might re al ize that He has
some thing vastly better to of fer them than they are seek -
ing for them selves. Man is do ing the great est in jury and
in jus tice to his own soul when he thinks and acts con trary 
to the will of God. No real joy can be found in the path
for bid den by Him who knows what is best and who plans
for the good of His crea tures. The path of trans gres sion is
the path of mis ery and de struc tion. 

It is a mis take to en ter tain the thought that God is
pleased to see His chil dren suf fer. All heaven is in ter -
ested in the hap pi ness of man. Our heav enly Fa ther does
not close the av e nues of joy to any of His crea tures. The
di vine re quire ments call upon us to shun those in dul -
gences that would bring suf fer ing and dis ap point ment,
that would close to us the door of hap pi ness and heaven.
The world's Re deemer ac cepts men as they are, with all
their wants, im per fec tions, and weak nesses; and He will
not only cleanse from sin and grant re demp tion through
His blood, but will sat isfy the heart-longing of all who
con sent to wear His yoke, to bear His bur den. It is His
pur pose to im part peace and rest to all who come to Him
for the bread of life. He re quires us to per form only those
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du ties that will lead our steps to heights of bliss to which
the dis obe di ent can never at tain. The true, joy ous life of
the soul is to have Christ formed within, the hope of
glory. 

Many are in quir ing, “How am I to make the sur ren -
der of my self to God?” You de sire to give your self to
Him, but you are weak in moral power, in slav ery to
doubt, and con trolled by the hab its of your life of sin.
Your prom ises and res o lu tions are like ropes of sand.
You can not con trol your thoughts, your im pulses, your
af fec tions. The knowl edge of your bro ken prom ises and
for feited pledges weak ens your con fi dence in your own
sin cer ity, and causes you to feel that God can not ac cept
you; but you need not de spair. What you need to un der -
stand is the true force of the will. This is the gov ern ing
power in the na ture of man, the power of de ci sion, or of
choice. Ev ery thing de pends on the right ac tion of the
will. The power of choice God has given to men; it is
theirs to ex er cise. You can not change your heart, you
can not of your self give to God its af fec tions; but you can
choose to serve Him. You can give Him your will; He
will then work in you to will and to do ac cord ing to His
good plea sure. Thus your whole na ture will be brought
un der the con trol of the Spirit of Christ; your af fec tions

will be cen tered upon Him, your thoughts will be in har -
mony with Him. 

De sires for good ness and ho li ness are right as far as
they go; but if you stop here, they will avail noth ing.
Many will be lost while hop ing and de sir ing to be Chris -
tians. They do not come to the point of yield ing the will to 
God. They do not now choose to be Chris tians. 

Through the right ex er cise of the will, an en tire
change may be made in your life. By yield ing up your
will to Christ, you ally your self with the power that is
above all prin ci pal i ties and pow ers. You will have
strength from above to hold you stead fast, and thus
through con stant sur ren der to God you will be en abled to
live the new life, even the life of faith.
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