
2 Peter 1:12

Dear Readers, January 2000

“Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.” (2 Timothy 1:2) God’s grace and

peace are freely given to all who will accept and believe it. He longs to hide you under the shadow of His wings

throughout the time of trouble that is soon coming upon this world. Jesus said there “shall be great tribulation, such as

was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” (Matthew 24:21) Solomon wrote,

“A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished.” (Proverbs 22:3) The

only safe hiding place during that time of trouble is under the shadow of the Almighty. David wrote, “Thou art my

hiding place and my shield: I hope in thy word.” (Psalm 119:114) It would be good for us all to memorize Psalm 91.

Present Truth

Creation or Evolution, Which?
Sermon by A. T. Jones

I am going to speak this afternoon on the subject of

evolution. I want you to pay close attention and find out

for yourselves whether or not you are evolutionists. First

of all, I will read to you what evolution is; then as we fol-

low along, you can see whether or not you are an evolu-

tionist. These statements are all copied from a treatise on

evolution, written by one of the chief evolutionists; there-

fore, they are all correct, so far as they go, as definitions:

“Evolution is the theory that represents the course of

the world as a gradual transition from the indeterminate to

the determinate, from the uniform to the varied, and

which assumes the cause of these processes to be imma-

nent in the world itself that is to be thus transformed.”

“Evolution is thus almost synonymous with progress.

It is a transition from the lower to the higher, from the

worse to the better. Thus progress points to an increased

value in existence, as judged by our feelings.”

Now notice the particular points in these three sen-

tences: evolution represents the course of the world as a

gradual transition from the lower to the higher, from the

worse to the better; and assumes that this process is imma-

nent in the world itself thus to be transformed. That is to

say, the thing gets better of itself; and that which causes it

to get better is itself. And this progress marks “an in-

creased value in existence, as judged by our feelings.”

That is to say, you know you are better, because you feel

better. You know there has been progress, because you

feel it. Your feelings regulate your standing. Your knowl-

edge of your feelings regulates your progress from worse

to better.

Now in this matter of progress from worse to better,

have your feelings anything to do with it? If they have,

what are you? Every one here this afternoon who mea-

sures his progress, the value of his experience, by his feel-

ings, is an evolutionist: I care not if he has been a

Christian for forty years, he is an evolutionist just the

same. And all his Christianity, all his religion, is a mere

profession without the fact, simply a form without the

power.

Now I read what evolution is, in another way; so that

you can see that it is infidelity. Then, if you find yourself

an evolutionist, you know at once that you are an infidel:

“The hypothesis of evolution aims at answering a number

of questions respecting the beginning, or genesis, of

things.” It “helps to restore the ancient sentiment toward

nature as our parent and the source of our life.”
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One of the branches of this sort of science, that has

come most toward the establishment of the doctrine of

evolution, is the new science of geology, which has insti-

tuted the conception of vast and unimaginable periods of

time in the past history of our globe. These vast and un-

imaginable periods, as another one of the chief writers on

this subject—the author of it indeed—says, “is the indis-

pensable basis for understanding man’s origin” in the pro-

cess of evolution. So that the progress that has been made

has been through countless ages. Yet this progress has not

been steady and straight forward from its inception until

its present condition. It has been through many ups and

downs. There have been many times of great beauty and

symmetry; then there would come a cataclysm or an erup-

tion and all would go to pieces, as it were. Again the pro-

cess would start from that condition of things and build up

again. Many, many times this process has been gone

through, and that is the process of evolution—the transi-

tion from the lower to a higher, from the worse to the

better.

How is it with you?

Now what has been the process of your progress from

the worse to the better? Has it been through “many ups

and downs?” Has your acquiring of the power to do the

good—the good works which are of God—been through

a long process of ups and downs from the time of your

first profession of Christianity until now? Has it appeared

sometimes that you had apparently made great progress,

that you were doing well, and that everything was nice

and pleasant; and then, without a moment’s warning there

would come a cataclysm, or an eruption, and all be

spoiled? Nevertheless, in spite of all the ups and downs,

you start in for another effort: and so through this process,

long-continued, you have come to where you are today,

and in “looking back” over it all, you can mark some

progress, you think, as judged by your feelings—is that

your experience? Is that the way you have made progress?

In other words, are you an evolutionist? Don’t dodge;

confess the honest truth, for I want to get you out of evolu-

tionism this afternoon. There is a way to get out of it, and

everyone who came into this house an evolutionist can go

out a Christian. So if, when I am describing an evolution-

ist so plainly that you see yourself, just say so, admit that

it is yourself, and then follow along the steps that God will

give you, and that will bring you out of it all. But I say

plainly to you that, if that which I have described has been

your experience, if that has been the kind of progress that

you have made in your Christian life, then you are an evo-

lutionist, whether you admit it or not. The best way, how-

ever, is to admit it, then quit it, and be a Christian.

Another phase of it: “Evolution, so far as it goes,

looks upon matter as eternal.” And “by assuming” this,

“the notion of creation is eliminated from those regions of

existence to which it is applied.” Now if you look to your-

self for the principle which would assure that progress

that must be made in you as certainly as ever you reach

the kingdom of God; if you suppose that that is immanent

in yourself and that if you could get it rightly to work, and

superintend it properly when it had been thus got to work,

it would come out all right. If thus you have been expect-

ing, watching, and marking your progress, you are an

evolutionist. For I read further what evolution is: “It is

clear that the doctrine of evolution is directly antagonistic

to that of creation. … The idea of evolution, as applied to

the formation of the world as a whole, is opposed to that

of a direct creative volition.”

That is, evolution, as defined by those who made

it—that the world came, and all there is of it, of itself, and

that the principle that has brought it to the condition in

which it is, is immanent in itself, and is adequate to pro-

duce all that is. This being so, in the nature of things “evo-

lution is directly antagonistic to creation.”

Now as to the world and all there is of it. You do not

believe that it all came of itself. You know that you are not

an evolutionist as to that, because you believe that God

created all things. Every one of you here this afternoon

would say that you believe that God created all

things—the world and all there is in it. Evolution does not

admit that; it has no place for creation.

Less noticeable signs of
evolutionists

There is, however, another phase of evolution that

professedly is not absolutely antagonistic to creation.

Those who made this evolution that I have read to you did

not pretend to be anything but infidels—men without

faith—for an infidel simply is a man without faith. Even

though a person pretends to have faith and does not actu-

ally have it, he is an infidel. Of course the word “infidel”

is more narrowly confined than that nowadays. The men

who made this evolution that I have read to you were that

kind of men, but when they spread that kind of doctrine

abroad, there were a great number of people who pro-

fessed to be Christians, who professed to be men of faith,

who professed to believe the word of God, which teaches

creation. These men, not knowing the word of God for

themselves, not knowing it to be the word of God, but

their faith being a mere form of faith without the

power—these men, I say, being charmed with this new

thing that had sprung up and wanting to be popular along

with the new science and really not wanting to forsake al-
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together the word of God and the ways of faith, were not

ready to say that they could get along without God, with-

out creation somewhere, so they formed a sort of evolu-

tion with the Creator in it. That phase of it is called theistic

evolution; that is, God started the thing, whenever that

was, but since then it has been going on of itself. He

started it and after that it was able of itself to accomplish

all that has been done. This, however, is but a makeshift, a

contrivance to save appearances, and is plainly declared

by the true evolutionists to be but “a phase of transition

from the creational to the evolutional hypothesis.” It is

evolution only, because there is no half-way ground be-

tween creation and evolution.

Whether you are one of this kind or not, who believe

that we must have God forgive our sins and so start us on

the way all right, but after that we are to work out our own

salvation with fear and trembling. Accordingly, they do

fear, and they do tremble, all the time, but they do not

work out any salvation, because they do not have God

constantly working in them, “both to will and to do of his

good pleasure.” (Philippians 2:12, 13)

Now in Hebrews 11:3 it is recorded that it is through

faith that we understand that the worlds were

framed—put together, arranged, built—“by the word of

God: so that things which are seen were not made of

things which do appear.” The earth which we have was

not made of rocks; men were not made of monkeys, apes,

and “the missing link,” and apes and monkeys and “the

missing link” were not made of tadpoles, and tadpoles

were not made of protoplasm originally away back at the

beginning. No! “The worlds were framed by the word of

God, so that things which are seen were not made of

things which do appear.”

Now why is it that things which are seen were not

made of things which do appear? Simply because the

things of which these are made did not appear. And the

reason those things did not appear is because they were

not at all. They did not exist. The worlds were framed by

the word of God, and the word of God is of that quality, it

has that property about it, which, when the word is spo-

ken, not only causes the thing to be, but causes to exist the

material out of which the thing is made and of which the

thing consists.

Instantaneous creation

You know also the other scripture, that “by the word

of the LORD were the heavens made, and all the host of

them by the breath of his mouth… for he spake and it

was.” (Psalm 33:6-9) Upon this I will ask you a question:

How long after He spoke, before the things were? How

much time passed after He spoke, before the thing was?

[Voice: “No time.”] Not a week? No. Not six long periods

of time? No. Evolution, even that which recognizes a Cre-

ator, holds that indefinite countless ages or “six long, in-

definite periods of time,” passed in the formation of the

things which are seen, after he spoke. But that is evolu-

tion, not creation. Evolution is by long processes. Cre-

ation is by the word spoken.

When God, by speaking the word, had created the

worlds, for this one He said, “Let there be light.” (Gene-

sis 1:3) Now how much time passed between the words,

“Let there be light,” and the time when the light came? I

want you to understand this matter aright so that you can

find out whether you are an evolutionist or a creationist.

Let me ask this again. Were there not six long periods of

time between the time when the word was spoken and the

accomplishment of the fact? You say No. Was it not a

week? No. Not a day? No. Not an hour? No. Not a min-

ute? No. Nor even a second? No, indeed. There was not a

second between the time when God said, “Let there be

light,” and the existence of the light. [Voice: “Just as soon

as the word was spoken, the light was.”] Yes, that is the

way it was. I go over it thus minutely so as to get it firmly

fixed in your mind for fear you will let it go presently

when I ask you something further. Now is it settled that

when God said, “Let there be light,” there was not a sec-

ond of time between that and the shining of the light?

[Voice: “Yes.”] All right. Then the man who allows that

any time at all passed between God’s speaking and the ap-

pearing of the thing, is an evolutionist. If he makes it

countless ages upon countless ages, he is simply more of

an evolutionist than the one who thinks it took a day; he is

the same thing, but more of it.

Next, God said, “Let there be a firmament.” And

what then? It was so. Then from the time that God spoke,

“Let there be a firmament… and let it divide the waters

from the waters,” how long before a firmament was

there? Was that done instantly? Yes. Then the man who

holds that there was an indefinite, a very long, period of

time between the speaking of the word and the existence

of the fact—what is he? An evolutionist. If he allows that

there was a day or an hour or a minute between the speak-

ing of the word and the existence of the thing itself, that

man does not recognize creation.

When the Lord said, “Let the waters under the heaven

be gathered together unto one place and let the dry land

appear,” also when he said, “Let the earth bring forth

grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit-tree yielding

fruit… it was so.” Then God set two great lights in the

heavens and made the stars also, and when He spoke the

word, “it was so.” He said, “Let the waters bring forth

abundantly the moving creature that hath life, the fowl
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that may fly above the earth in the open firmament,” and

it was so. When God said, “Let the earth bring forth the

living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing,

the beast of the earth after his kind,” it was so. When he

spoke, it was always so. That is creation.

Evolution denies the Word of God

You see, then, that it is perfectly logical and reason-

able enough too for the evolutionist to set aside the word

of God and have no faith in it, for evolution itself is antag-

onistic to creation. When evolution is antagonistic to cre-

ation and creation is by the word of God, then evolution is

antagonistic to the word of God. Of course the genuine or

original, sound evolutionist did not have any place for

that word, nor for the half-and-half evolutionists—those

who bring in creation and the word of God to start things.

It takes so long a time, such indefinite and indeterminate

ages for evolution to accomplish anything that it does

away with creation.

The genuine evolutionist recognizes that creation

must be immediate, but he does not believe in immediate

action, and therefore does not believe in creation. Do not

forget that creation is immediate or else it is not creation,

if not immediate, it is evolution. So touching again the

creation at the beginning, when God speaks, there is in

His word the creative energy to produce the thing which

that word pronounces. That is creation, and that word of

God is the same yesterday and today and forever; it lives

and abides forever; it has everlasting life in it. The word

of God is a living thing. The life that is in it is the life of

God—eternal life. Therefore it is the word of eternal life,

as the Lord Jesus said, and in the nature of things it abides

and remains forever. Forever it is the word of God; for-

ever it has creative energy in it.

So when Jesus was here, He said, “The words that I

speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life.” (John

6:63) The words that Jesus spoke are the words of God.

They are imbued with the life of God. They are eternal

life, they abide forever, and in them is the creative energy

to produce the thing spoken.

This is illustrated by many incidents in the life of

Christ, as narrated in the New Testament. I do not need to

cite them all, but I will refer to one or two, so you can get

hold of this principle. You remember that after the ser-

mon on the mount, Jesus came down, and there met him a

centurion, saying, “My servant lieth at home sick of the

palsy, grievously tormented. Jesus saith unto him, I will

come and heal him.” The centurion said, “I am not wor-

thy that thou shouldest come under my roof, but speak the

word only, and my servant shall be healed.” Jesus turned

to those standing about and said, “I have not found so

great faith, no not in Israel.” (Matthew 8:6-10)

Israel’s example

Israel had the Bible; they knew the word of God. They

boasted of being the people of the Book, the people of

God. They read it; they preached in their synagogues,

“My word… shall accomplish that which I please.” (Isa-

iah 55:11) They said, when they read that word, That is all

right, the thing ought to be done. We see the necessity of it

and will do it. We will accomplish what it says. Then they

did their best to accomplish it. It took them a long while,

so long indeed, that they never did it. Their real doing of

the word was so far away that the greatest of them were

led to exclaim, “If but one person could only for one day

keep the whole law and not offend in one point—nay, if

but one person could but keep that one point of the law

which affected the due observance of the Sabbath—then

the troubles of Israel would be ended, and the Messiah at

last would come.” So, though they started in to do what

the word said, it took them so long that they never got to

it. What were they?

There was the word of God, which said, “It shall ac-

complish that which I please.” (Isaiah 55:11) It was spo-

ken thus of the creative power. And though they

professed to recognize the creative energy of the word of

God, yet in their own lives they left that all out, and said,

We will do it. They looked to themselves for the process

which would bring themselves to the point where that

word and themselves would agree. What were they? Are

you afraid to say for fear you have been there yourself?

Do not be afraid to say that they were evolutionists, for

that is what they were, and that is what a good many of

you are. Their course was antagonistic to creation; there

was no creation about it. They were not made new crea-

tures; no new life was formed within them; the thing was

not accomplished by the power of God; it was all of them-

selves; and so far were they from believing in creation

that they rejected the Creator and crucified Him out of the

world. That is what evolution always does, for do not for-

get that “evolution is directly antagonistic to creation.”

Now these were the people upon whom Jesus looked

when He made this statement about faith in Israel. Here

was a man who was a Roman, who had grown up among

the people who were Jews, and who set at naught the

teachings of Jesus. That centurion had been around where

Jesus was, and seen him talking, had heard His words and

had seen the effect of them, until he himself said, What-

ever that man speaks is so; when He says a thing, it is

done. Now I am going to have the advantage of it. So he

went to Jesus and said what is written. Jesus knew per-
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fectly well that the man had his mind upon the power of

His word to do that thing, and He replied, Very well, I will

come and heal your servant. O no, my Lord, you do not

need to come. You see this man was testing the matter to

see whether or not there was any power in the word.

Therefore he said, “Speak the word only, and my servant

shall be healed.” Jesus replied, “As thou hast believed, so

be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed.” (Mat-

thew 8:13) When that word went forth, “so be it done

unto thee,” how long before their man was healed?

Twenty years? No. Didn’t he have to go through many

ups and downs before he was certainly healed? Honest,

now? No, no! When the word was spoken, the word did

the thing that was spoken, and it did it at once.

Another day Jesus was walking along and a leper

some distance from Him saw and recognized Him. He,

too, had got hold of the blessed truth of the creative en-

ergy of the word of God. He said to Jesus, “If thou wilt,

thou canst make me clean.” Jesus stopped and said, “I

will; be thou clean. And as soon as He had spoken, imme-

diately the leprosy departed from him, and he was

cleansed.” (Mark 1:41, 42) We are not allowed to put a

moment of time between speaking of the word and the ac-

complished fact: “Immediately” the leper was cleansed.

Now you see that the word of God at the beginning of

creation had in it the creative energy to produce that thing

which the word pronounced. You see that when Jesus

came into the world to show men the way of life, to save

them from their sins, He demonstrated, over and over

again, here and there and everywhere, to all people and

for all time, that that same word of God has that same cre-

ative energy in it yet; so that when that word is spoken, the

creative energy is there to produce the thing.

Are you an evolutionist?

Now are you an evolutionist or are you a creationist?

That word speaks to you. You have read it; you profess to

believe it. You believe in creation, as against the other

evolutionists; now will you believe in creation as against

yourself? Will you put yourself upon that platform today

where you will allow nothing to come between you and

the creative energy of that word—no period of time what-

ever?

Jesus said to a certain person, “Thy sins are for-

given.” (Matthew 9:2) How long before it was so? There

was no length of time whatever between the word “for-

given” and the thing. That same word, “Thy sins are for-

given,” is spoken to you today. Why do you let any time

pass between this word, which is spoken to you and the

accomplishment of the thing? You said a while ago that

anybody who let a minute, or even a second, pass between

the speaking of the word of God and the production of the

thing is an evolutionist. Very good; that is so. Stick to it.

Now I ask you, Why is it that when He speaks forgiveness

to you, you let whole days pass before forgiveness gets to

you, before it is true in you? You said the other man is an

evolutionist. What are you, I want to know? Are you go-

ing to stop being evolutionists and become creationists?

This day will be one of special importance to many

here, because it is a time when many will decide this ques-

tion one way or the other. If you go out of this house an

evolutionist, you are in danger. It is to you a matter of life

or death just now. You said that evolution is infidelity and

that is so; therefore, if you go out of this house an evolu-

tionist, where do you stand? What is your choice? And if

you go out of this house without the forgiveness of sins,

you are an evolutionist, because you allow time to pass

between the speaking of the word and the accomplish-

ment of the fact.

From what I have read, you see that whoever lets any

time pass between the word spoken and the thing done, is

an evolutionist. The word of God to you is, Man, “thy sins

are forgiven thee.” Woman, “thy sins are forgiven thee.”

[Elder Corliss: “Didn’t it say, Thy sins shall be for-

given?”] No, sir. “Thy sins are forgiven thee”—present

tense, with an emphasis. “Thy sins are forgiven.” I thank

God this is so, because the creative energy is in that word

“forgiven” to take away all sin and create the man a new

creature. I believe in creation. Do you? Do you believe in

the creative energy that is in the word “forgiven” spoken

to you? Or are you an evolutionist and do you say, I can-

not see how that can be, because I am so bad? I have been

trying to do right, but I have made many failures. I have

had many ups and downs and have been down a good

many more times than up. If that is what you say, you are

an evolutionist, for that is evolution.

Many people have been longing and longing for a

clean heart. They say, “I believe in the forgiveness of sin

and all that and I would take it all, if I was sure that I could

hold out, but there is so much evil in my heart and so

many things to overcome that I do not have any confi-

dence.” But there stands the word, “Create in me a clean

heart.” A clean heart comes by creation and by no other

means; and that creation is wrought by the word of God.

For He says, “A new heart also will I give you and a new

spirit will I put within you.” (Ezekiel 36:26) Are you a

creationist now or are you an evolutionist? Will you go

out of this house with an evil heart or with a new heart cre-

ated by the word of God, which has in it creative energy to

produce a new heart? It speaks to you a new heart. To ev-

ery one it speaks just that way, and if you allow a moment

to pass between the speaking of the word and the new
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heart, you are an evolutionist. When you allow any time

to pass between the word spoken and the fulfillment of

that thing in your experience, then you are an evolutionist.

There are those in this house who have said, Yes, I

want it. I am going to have it. I believe the word will ac-

complish it, but they have lengthened out the time until

the next meeting and on and on, passing over years, and

so they are just this much evolutionists. While so many

are hovering about the mystery of faith and godliness,

they could have solved the matter by proclaiming [speak-

ing abroad, telling it out], “I know that Jesus Christ is my

portion forever.” The power to produce this is in the word

of God, and when this is accepted, the creative energy is

there producing the thing that is spoken. So you can settle

the whole matter of the mystery of faith and godliness by

proclaiming that you know that Christ is your portion for-

ever.

Do you believe in creation?

There is a mystery in how God can be manifest in

such sinful flesh as yours. But, mind you, the question is

not now about the mystery; the question is, Is there such a

thing as creation? Is there such a thing as a Creator, who

can create in you a clean heart? Or is the whole thing sim-

ply evolution? Just now and among Christians, the ques-

tion from this day until the end of the world must be, Do

you believe in the Creator? And when you believe in the

Creator, how is it that He creates? Of course you say, it is

by the word of God. Very good. Now does He create

things for you by His word? Are you a creationist for the

other evolutionists and then an evolutionist for the other

creationists? How is it?

Another thing. The word says, “Be ye clean.” (Isaiah

52:11) He said, back yonder, “Let there be light, and

there was light.” He said to the leper, “Be thou clean,”

and “immediately” he was clean. (Matthew 8:3) He says

now to you, “Be ye clean,” and what now? Every one of

you—what do you say? [Voice: “It is so.”] Then for your

soul’s sake put yourself upon that creative word. Recog-

nize the creative energy in the word of God which comes

to you in the Bible, for this word of God in the Bible is the

same here to you today that it was when it spoke into

space the worlds on high and brought light out of darkness

and cleansing to the leper. That word spoken to you today,

if received, creates you new in Christ Jesus. That word,

spoken in the dark waste and void space of your heart, if

received, produces there the light of God; that word spo-

ken today to you afflicted with the leprosy of sin, if re-

ceived, immediately cleanses you. Let it. Let it.

How shall I be clean? By the creative energy of that

word, “Be ye clean.” Therefore it is written, “Now ye are

clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.”

(John 15:3) Are you? Will you from this moment be a

creationist? Or will you go on being an evolutionist?

Creation in you

See what a blessed thing this is. When you read the

word, receive the word, and think upon the word, what is

it to you all the time? O, it is creation! The creative energy

is in you producing the things which the word speaks, and

you are living in the very presence of the power of cre-

ation. Creation is going on in your life. God is creating in

you righteousness, holiness, truth, faithfulness—every

good and gracious thing.

And when this is so, your Sabbath-keeping will

amount to something, because the Sabbath is a memorial

of creation—the sign that He who observes it knows the

Creator and is acquainted with the process of creation.

But as certainly as you are an evolutionist, your Sab-

bath-keeping is a fraud.

Unless you recognize the word of God day by day as a

creative energy in your life, your Sabbath-keeping is a

fraud, because the Sabbath is a memorial of creation. It is

“a sign between me and you, that [by which] ye may know

that I am the Lord your God,” the Creator of all things.

(Ezekiel 20:20)

In the second chapter of Ephesians, eighth to tenth

verses, we read, “For by grace are ye saved through faith,

and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of

works lest any man should boast. For we are his work-

manship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which

God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”

You need not expect to get any good works out of

yourself. You have been trying. The evolutionist tries and

is always trying without accomplishing it. Why go about

trying to do good works, when you know you fail? Listen.

There will never be any good thing in you of any kind

whatever from now till the world’s end, except it is cre-

ated there by the Creator Himself, by His word, which has

in it the creative energy. Do not forget that. Do you want

to walk in good works when you go out of this house? It

can be done only by being created in Jesus Christ unto

those good works. Stop trying. Look to the Creator and re-

ceive His creative word. “Let the word of God dwell in

you richly,” (Colossians 3:16) then those good works will

appear; you will be a Christian. Then, because you live

with the Creator and are in the presence of the creative en-

ergy, you will have that pleasant, quiet peace and genuine

strength and building up that belong to a Christian.

When He tells you that “we are his workmanship,

created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath

before ordained that we should walk in them,” then rec-
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ognize the Creator, recognize only the good works that

are created in you, paying no attention whatever to any

work that is not created there, because there is nothing

good but what is created by the Lord.

Now you are created new in Christ Jesus. He says so.

Thank Him that it is so. What! Will you be an evolutionist

on that verse? That is the present tense, “We are his work-

manship.” We are created in Christ Jesus unto good

works. Are you? The word is spoken. It is the creative

word. How much time are you going to allow between

that word of God and your being created new? Of the cre-

ation in the beginning, you said that any man who allows

even a minute to pass between the word and the thing is an

evolutionist. What are you now as to this word of God,

which creates men in Christ Jesus unto good works? Are

you an evolutionist here? Come, let us all be creationists.

Being ready to meet the Lord

Do you not see that in this way it will not require a

long, tedious wearing process to be made ready to meet

the Lord in glory? So many people are looking at them-

selves. They know that, in the nature of things it must take

them an exceedingly long time to get fully ready to meet

Him. If it is done by evolution, it will never be done. But

when it is done by creation, it will be both surely and

quickly done.

Do you see how much we have been evolutionists?

shall we quit? Come now, let us be creationists and be

done with it. Let us be Sabbath-keepers truly. Let us be-

lieve the Lord. He speaks forgiveness. He speaks a clean

heart. He speaks holiness; He creates it. Let Him create it

in you. Stop being an evolutionist and let that creative

word work for you, let that creative energy work in you,

that which the word pronounces, and before you leave

this house, God can get you ready to meet Him. Indeed, in

that very thing you do meet Him. And when you have thus

met Him and do thus meet Him every day, are you not

then ready to meet Him? Do you believe that? You be-

lieve He made the worlds when He spoke, that light came

by His word when He spoke, and that the leper was “im-

mediately” cleansed when he spoke, but with yourself

you think considerable time must elapse between the time

when the word is spoken and the fact is accomplished. O,

why will you be an evolutionist? Creation, creation—that

is the thing.

Our witness to others

You and I are to call people to the supper; we are to

say to all people, “Come, for all things are now ready.”

(Luke 14:17) How can I call to a man that all things are

now ready, when I myself am not ready? It is a falsehood

to start with. My words will not reach him. They are but

an empty sound. But O, when there is in that call the cre-

ative energy of the word that has made us ready, that has

cleansed us from sin, that has created us unto good works,

that holds us as the sun is held in the course which God

has marked out—then when we go forth and say to the

world lying in wickedness, “Come, for all things are now

ready,” they will hear. They will hear in the call the tones

of the voice of the Good Shepherd, and will be cheered to

come to Him for creative energy for themselves, to make

them new creatures and prepare them for the supper to

which they have been called.

This is where we are in this world’s history. God’s

mark is being set upon the people. But remember, He will

never set His mark upon one who is not cleansed from ev-

ery defilement. God will not set His seal to something that

is not true, that is not good. Would you ask Him to set His

seal to righteousness that is altogether unrighteousness?

You would not have the face to do that. You know that He

is too righteous to do such a thing. Then He must cleanse

you so that He can put His seal to His own work. He can-

not put His seal to your work. His seal belongs only to a

document which He Himself has approved. Let Him write

His character upon your heart and then He can set His seal

there. He can write His seal of approval upon your heart,

only when His creative word has accomplished its pur-

pose in your heart.

An appeal

You can see in what a Presence we are; you can see in

a measure how long it would take half to exhaust such a

subject as this. But, brethren, when we do stop, let us stop

in the presence of creation. Let us be no more evolution-

ists. Let not a moment pass between the word of God spo-

ken to you and the accomplishment of the thing in you.

Thus, living in the presence of creation, walking with the

Creator, upheld by creative power, inspired by the cre-

ative energy—why, with a people such as that, God can

move the world in a little while.

If at the beginning you thought this was a queer sub-

ject for such an occasion as today [it was the closing ser-

vice of the week of prayer] you can now see that it is a

strictly present truth. There are only the two ways. There

is no halfway ground. Every man and woman in the world

is either a creationist or an evolutionist. Evolution is infi-

delity; it is death. Creation is Christianity; it is life.

Choose Creation, Christianity, and Life, that you may

live. Let us be creationists only and creationists forever.

And let all the people say, Amen. (Review and Herald,

February 21, 1899) �
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Deliverance
“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the

flesh.” (Galatians 5:16) What a blessed promise! And as
sure as it is blessed, it is to everyone who believes.

Think of the lust of the flesh. How all-pervading it is! How
stern are its dictates! How oppressive its rule! How dismal is
the slavery that it lays upon man!

Everybody has experienced it—longing to do the good
that he would, yet doing only the evil that he hated; having
ever a will to do better, but how to perform it, finding not; de-
lighting in the law of God after the inward man, yet finding in
his members another law, warring against the law of his
mind and bringing him into captivity to the law of sin which is
in his members; and at last, crying out, “O wretched man that
I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”
(Romans 7:14-24)

Thank the Lord, there is deliverance. It is found in Christ
Jesus and in the Spirit of our God. (See Romans 7:25; 8:1, 2)
And the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus having made
you free from the law of sin and death, then “walk in the
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” There is not
only deliverance from the bondage of corruption; there is
also the glorious liberty of the children of God for every soul
who receives the Spirit and walks in the Spirit. “Walk in the
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”

See the list of the workings of the lust of the flesh: “Adul-
tery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry,
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife,
seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revelings, and such like.” (Galatians 5:19) None of these
shall you fulfill, over all these things you have the victory,
when you walk in the Spirit. It is the faithful word of God.

Is not that a most desirable prospect? Is not such a thing
as that worth having? And when it is had for the asking and
the taking, then is it not worth asking for and taking? Accept
the deliverance that Christ has wrought out for you. Stand,
and stand fast, in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us
free.

“Ask, and it shall be given you.” “For everyone that
asketh receiveth.” “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” “Be filled
with the Spirit,” yea, “Walk in the” “Holy Spirit of God,
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” (A. T.
Jones, Review and Herald, March 14, 1899) �
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