
What Happens After Death?
Any thor ough study on death re -

quires an ex am i na tion of how the
words grave and hell are used in the
Bi ble.

The word hell is “de rived from the
Saxon helan, to cover; hence the cov -
ered or the in vis i ble place.” (Re vised
Easton’s Bi ble Dic tio nary) Hell means
to cover, or hide.

In the King James
Ver sion of the Old
Tes ta ment, orig i nally
writ ten in He brew,
there is only one word 
that was trans lated
“hell.” This He brew
word is lwav (Sheol),
and is used a to tal of
sixty-five times. Sheol
is trans lated “hell”
thirty-one times,
“grave” thirty-one
times, and “pit” three
times.

The pre vail ing idea, at the time of
the trans la tion of the King James Ver -
sion, about hell be ing a place where
the wicked are be ing tor mented right
now, has in flu enced the trans la tors’
in ter pre ta tion of the He brew word
Sheol. With the idea that hell is a
place where the wicked are be ing tor -
mented, the trans la tors could not use
the word hell to trans late Sheol in ev -
ery in stance, for to do so would have
put some of the most faith ful ser vants 
of God in a place of tor ment.

For ex am ple, the first time the He -
brew word Sheol is used is in Gen e -

sis 37:35. “And all his [Ja cob’s] sons
and all his daugh ters rose up to com -
fort him; but he re fused to be com -
forted; and he said, For I will go down
into the grave [Sheol] unto my son
mourn ing. Thus his fa ther wept for
him.” (Gen e sis 37:35) Ja cob be lieved 
that his son Jo seph had been killed

by a wild beast and
said that he would go
down into Sheol unto
his son. In this verse
the trans la tors used
the word grave in -
stead of hell. If they
had used the word
hell, it would have re -
vealed that Ja cob be -
lieved Jo seph was in
hell, and that he ex -
pected to go to hell
when he died.

An other ex am ple
of the trans la tors us -

ing the word grave in stead of hell is
found in Job 14:13. “O that thou
wouldest hide me in the grave
[Sheol], that thou wouldest keep me
se cret, un til thy wrath be past, that
thou wouldest ap point me a set time,
and re mem ber me!” Job was ex pe ri -
enc ing much suf fer ing, which fi nally
caused him to ask God to let him go
to Sheol where he knew he would
have rest. “There the wicked cease
from trou bling; and there the weary
be at rest.” (Job 3:17)

If the trans la tors had used the word 
hell in this case, the read ers would
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soon learn that the hell of the Old
Tes ta ment is not a place of tor ment,
but a state of un con scious ness.
Surely Job would not ask God to put
him in a place where his suf fer ing
would be in creased, and would last
for ever.

An other place where Sheol is de -
fined for us is found in Ec cle si as tes
chap ter 9. “For the liv ing know that
they shall die: but the dead know not
any thing, nei ther have they any more 
a re ward; for the mem ory of them is
for got ten. Also their love, and their
ha tred, and their envy, is now per -
ished; nei ther have they any more a
por tion for ever in any thing that is
done un der the sun.… What so ever
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might; for there is no work, nor de -
vice, nor knowl edge, nor wis dom, in
the grave [Sheol], whither thou
goest.” (Ec cle si as tes 9:5, 6, 10)

This text sheds won der ful light on
the Old Tes ta ment hell. We learn that
there is no knowl edge nor wis dom in
hell, but those who are there “know
not any thing.”

Sheol is the only hell of the Old
Tes ta ment, it is the only hell that
God’s peo ple were told about for the
first 4,000 years of his tory. Sheol is
the only hell that the Jews were fa mil -
iar with when Christ came. They un -
der stood that the wicked would be
burned up in a lake of fire (Malachi
4:1), but this was not what they re -
ferred to as Sheol.

Hell in the New Testament
When we come to the New Tes ta -

ment, which was writ ten in Greek, we
find two Greek words that were trans -

lated “hell.” One of these Greek
words is equiv a lent to the Old Tes ta -
ment Sheol. This is clear by the fact
that Pe ter quoted in Acts 2:27 from a
verse in the Old Tes ta ment.

“Be cause thou wilt not leave my
soul in hell [Hades], nei ther wilt thou
suf fer thine Holy One to see cor rup -
tion.” (Acts 2:27) Pe ter was quot ing
from Psalm 16:10. “For thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell [Sheol]; nei ther
wilt thou suf fer thine Holy One to see
cor rup tion.” (Psalm 16:10) When Pe -
ter quoted this Psalm, he used the

Greek word adhV (Hades) to trans -

late the He brew word lwav (Sheol).

From this we can see that when
Christ died, His soul went to the Old
Tes ta ment hell. If the trans la tors had
given us the word grave, then it would 
have shown that the soul of Christ
slept in the tomb with His body. This
of course would have been cor rect,
but it would not have har mo nized with 
their be lief that the soul can not die.
So in this case the trans la tors felt it
nec es sary to give us the word hell.
The fact is that the hell of the Old Tes -
ta ment and the Hades hell of the New 
Tes ta ment mean “grave.”

“I am He that liveth, and was dead;
and, be hold, I am alive for ev er more,
Amen; and have the keys of hell
[Hades] and of death.” (Rev e la tion
1:18) Be cause Christ was dead; be -
cause His soul went to Sheol (the
grave, or hell), He has the keys of
hell, He has the right to un lock the
prison of the grave and let the cap -
tives free. “To open the blind eyes, to
bring out the pris on ers from the
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prison, and them that sit in dark ness
out of the prison house.” (Isa iah 42:7)

Re fer ring to the fi nal judge ment
John wrote, “And the sea gave up the
dead which were in it; and death and
hell [Hades] de liv ered up the dead
which were in them: and they were
judged ev ery man ac cord ing to their
works. And death and hell [Hades]
were cast into the lake of fire. This is
the sec ond death.” (Rev e la tion
20:13, 14) Hell, or the grave, de liv -
ered up the dead that was in it. Hell
was cast into the lake of fire. It is gen -
er ally sup posed that “the lake of fire”
is hell, but here we see that hell was
cast into the lake of fire to be de -
stroyed.

“The last en emy that shall be de -
stroyed is death.” (1 Co rin thi ans
15:26) “I will ran som them from the
power of the grave [Sheol]; I will re -
deem them from death: O death, I will
be thy plagues; O grave [Sheol], I will
be thy de struc tion: re pen tance shall
be hid from mine eyes.” (Ho sea 13:14) 
The Lord says that He will de stroy
death and hell in “the lake of fire,”
which is called the “sec ond death.”

Gehenna Fire
The other Greek word that was

trans lated “hell” in the New Tes ta -

ment is geenna (Ge hen na).

“Ge hen na ‘should be care fully dis -
tin guished from Hades (|hâidês|)
which is never used for the place of
pun ish ment, but for the place of de -
parted spir its, with out ref er ence to
their moral con di tion’ (Vin cent).”
(Taken from Rob ert son’s New Tes ta -
ment Word Pic tures on Mat thew 5:22)

“The term ‘Ge hen na’ arose from
the val ley of Hinnom, south of Je ru sa -
lem, where the Canaanites burned
hu man sac ri fices to Mo loch. Af ter the
re turn of the Jews from the Cap tiv ity
they made it a place of de file ment,
where the re fuse of the city was
thrown and burned. The name was
ap plied to the place of fu ture pun ish -
ment by the Jews. The word is of ten
used in the New Tes ta ment (Mt 23:33 
5:29 10:28 18:9 Mr 9:43), and al ways
de notes a place of fu ture pun ish -
ment.” (Peo ple’s New Tes ta ment
Notes on Mat thew 5:22)

“The Jews so ab horred the place
af ter these hor ri ble sac ri fices had
been abol ished by king Josiah, that
they cast into it not only all man ner of
re fuse, but even the dead bod ies of
an i mals and of un bur ied crim i nals
who had been ex e cuted. And since
fires were al ways needed to con -
sume the dead bod ies, that the air
might not be come tainted by the pu -
tre fac tion, it came to pass that the

place was called geenna tou puroV
[Ge hen na with the color of fire].”
(Thayer’s Greek-Eng lish Lex i con)

A fire was kept burn ing in the val ley 
con tin u ally to de stroy what ever was
cast into it. If a body was thrown into
the val ley and did not reach the bot -
tom, where the fire was con tin u ally
burn ing, but in stead was caught on
the jag ged rocks sur round ing the val -
ley, then the worms would de vour the
body.

“Hear ken unto me, ye that know
righ teous ness, the peo ple in whose
heart is my law; fear ye not the re -
proach of men, nei ther be ye afraid of
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their revilings. For the moth shall eat
them up like a gar ment, and the worm 
shall eat them like wool: but my righ -
teous ness shall be for ever, and my
sal va tion from gen er a tion to gen er a -
tion.” (Isa iah 51:7, 8) This is what the
Bi ble re fers to when it says “their
worm dieth not.” Ge hen na is the
place that Christ used to de scribe the
fi nal de struc tion of the wicked in Mark 
9:43, 44.

“And if thy hand of fend thee, cut it
off: it is better for thee to en ter into life
maimed, than hav ing two hands to go 
into hell [Ge hen na], into the fire that
never shall be quenched: Where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched.” (Mark 9:43, 44)

Ge hen na, or “the val ley of Hinnom” 
was used as a place where re fuse
and dead bod ies were de stroyed.
When Je sus used the word “Ge hen -
na” He meant de struc tion, as is clear
in the fol low ing text: “And fear not
them which kill the body, but are not
able to kill the soul: but rather fear
Him which is able to de stroy both
soul and body in hell [Ge hen na].”
(Mat thew 10:28)

“For God so loved the world, that
He gave His only be got ten Son, that
who so ever be liev eth in Him should
not per ish, but have ev er last ing life.”
(John 3:16) Man does not have ev er -
last ing life with out it be ing granted to
him from God, and his eter nal life de -
pends upon eat ing of the tree of life.

Af ter Adam and Eve ate of the fruit
of the knowl edge of good and evil
“the LORD God said, Be hold, the man
is be come as one of us, to know good 
and evil: and now, lest he put forth his 

hand, and take also of the tree of life,
and eat, and live for ever.” (Gen e sis
3:22) If Adam had eaten of the tree of
life, he would have lived for ever in his
sin ful con di tion. God, not will ing that
this should hap pen, pre vented him
from eat ing of that tree.

Thanks be to God who has pro -
vided for us a way to eat of the tree of
life so that we can live for ever. Je sus
said that if we be lieve in Him we
“should not per ish, but have ev er last -
ing life.” “Blessed are they that do His
com mand ments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may en ter
in through the gates into the city.”
(Rev e la tion 22:14)

We must hum ble our selves and re -
pent; turn from our evil ways and live.
“Say unto them, As I live, saith the
Lord GOD, I have no plea sure in the
death of the wicked; but that the
wicked turn from his way and live:
turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways;
for why will ye die, O house of Is rael?” 
(Ezekiel 33:11)

The Origin of Man
Where did man come from? “And

the LORD God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his
nos trils the breath of life; and man be -
came a liv ing soul.” (Gen e sis 2:7)
Man came from the dust of the
ground.

What hap pens to us af ter we die?
“But I would not have you to be ig no -
rant, breth ren, con cern ing them
which are asleep, that ye sor row not,
even as oth ers which have no hope.”
(1 Thessalonians 4:13) Af ter we die,
the Bi ble says that we are asleep.
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Where do we sleep af ter we die?
“And many of them that sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
ev er last ing life, and some to shame
and ev er last ing con tempt.” (Dan iel
12:2) “All go unto one place; all are of
the dust, and all turn to dust again.”
(Ec cle si as tes 3:20) “In the sweat of
thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou
re turn unto the ground; for out of it
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou re turn.” (Gen e sis
3:19) When we die we turn into dust
again, and sleep un til the Lord awak -
ens us.

“Then shall the dust re turn to the
earth as it was: and the spirit [He -
brew: ruwach] shall re turn unto God
who gave it.” (Ec cle si as tes 12:7)
When a man dies, there will be a time
when he lives again, whether he is
raised in the res ur rec tion of the just,
or of the un just. His mind, which con -
tains his life his tory, will be given to
him again at his res ur rec tion. He will
come forth from the grave with the
same char ac ter and man ner of think -
ing that he had be fore death.

When the dead are raised God will
give them back their spirit (mind, or
breath) which was in them be fore.
Dur ing their sleep in the grave they
were not alive any where. “For as the
body with out the spirit is dead, so
faith with out works is dead also.”
(James 2:26)

When God formed man out of the
dust of the earth, He breathed into his 
nos trils the breath (spirit of man) of
life. “All the while my breath is in me,
and the spirit [ruwach] of [or from]
God is in my nos trils.” (Job 27:3) The

breath of life is that spirit that goes
back to God who gave it. Even the
wicked-when they die their spirit goes 
back to God who gave it. “Who
knoweth the spirit [ruwach] of man
that goeth up ward, and the spirit
[ruwach] of the beast that goeth
down ward to the earth?” (Ec cle si as -
tes 3:21)

The spirit of man goes up ward to
God who gave it. Whether the man
was the vil est of crim i nals, or whether 
he was the most righ teous saint, his
spirit goes back to God who gave it.
Man will live again, hence it is nec es -
sary for God to keep the re cord of
what that man was like. A beast, on
the other hand, will not live again, so
his spirit goes down to the earth,
never to be re vived.

What is the Soul of Man?
“And the LORD God formed man of

the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nos trils the breath of life; and
man be came a liv ing soul.” (Gen e -
sis 2:7) The body (dust) plus the spirit
(breath or mind) equals a liv ing soul.
When the spirit (breath or mind) re -
turns to God, then the soul is no lon -
ger liv ing. The He brew word for “soul” 
is vpn (Nephesh), which means “liv -
ing be ing.” (Brown Driver and Brigg’s
He brew Lex i con)

This is why God said that even an i -
mals are liv ing souls. “And to ev ery
beast of the earth, and to ev ery fowl
of the air, and to ev ery thing that
creepeth upon the earth, wherein
there is life [Nephesh-lit er ally; “in
which is a liv ing soul”], I have given
ev ery green herb for meat: and it was
so.” (Gen e sis 1:30)
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The He brew word “Nephesh” can
also mean “mind, or tab let” (Strong’s
He brew Dic tio nary), in which is con -
tained a re cord of ev ery word,
thought, and ac tion of a per son’s life;
his very be ing or who he is. When a
man dies there is still a re cord kept of
him. While he is dead he is not a liv ing 
be ing but a dead one.

Can a Soul Die or Cease to Exist?
“The soul that sinneth, it shall

die.…” (Ezekiel 18:20) This is not
talk ing about the first death, from
which all will re turn; but the sec ond
death, from which none shall re turn.
“For as ye have drunk upon my holy
moun tain, so shall all the hea then
drink con tin u ally, yea, they shall
drink, and they shall swal low down,
and they shall be as though they had
not been.” (Obadiah 1:16) Af ter a
man dies the first death the re cord of
that in di vid ual will not be for got ten,
but af ter the sec ond death they will
die com pletely, both body and soul.

“Put not your trust in princes, nor in
the son of man, in whom there is no
help. His breath [ruwach] goeth forth, 
he returneth to his earth; in that very
day his thoughts per ish.” (Psalm
146:3, 4) The spirit, or breath, of a
man goes to God and he re turns to
the dust of the earth. What does the
Bi ble tell us hap pens at this point? In
that very day his thoughts per ish; he
can no lon ger think. He re mains
asleep in the dust, un con scious of
any thing, un til the Lord raises him
from the dead.

“But,” some may say, “don’t the
righ teous go straight to heaven when
they die?” “Men and breth ren, let me

freely speak unto you of the pa tri arch
Da vid, that he is both dead and bur -
ied, and his sep ul chre is with us unto
this day.… For Da vid is not as cended 
into the heav ens: but he saith him self, 
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou
on my right hand.” (Acts 2:29, 34) Da -
vid will be in heaven, but he has not
yet as cended to heaven. Pe ter’s ar -
gu ment was “We know that Da vid is
not in heaven, be cause his sep ul chre 
is still with us.” Pe ter knew that Da -
vid’s bones were still in the grave.

Christ is risen from the dead. Are
His bones still in the tomb where He
was bur ied? No! Any one who still has 
bones on this earth could not pos si bly 
be in heaven. This is the ar gu ment
that was made on the day of Pen te -
cost in Acts chap ter two. When Christ 
was raised from the dead, the Bi ble
tells us, many were raised at that
time. Are their bones still in the
grave? Cer tainly not!

“And the graves were opened; and
many bod ies of the saints which slept
arose, And came out of the graves af -
ter His res ur rec tion, and went into the 
holy city, and ap peared unto many.”
(Mat thew 27:52, 53) All those who
are in heaven now do not have bones
that re main on this earth.

“So Mo ses the ser vant of the LORD

died there in the land of Moab, ac -
cord ing to the word of the LORD. And
He bur ied him in a val ley in the land of 
Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no
man knoweth of his sep ul chre unto
this day.” (Deu ter on omy 34:5, 6) Mo -
ses died, and was bur ied, but no man
could find his sep ul chre be cause the
Lord raised him from the dead.
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“Yet Mi chael the arch an gel, when
con tend ing with the devil he dis puted
about the body of Mo ses, durst not
bring against him a rail ing ac cu sa -
tion, but said, The Lord re buke thee.”
(Jude 9) The fact that Mo ses was
raised from the dead is ev i dent by his
ap pear ing with Eli jah at the mount of
trans fig u ra tion. Eli jah was taken to
heaven on a fi ery char iot with out see -
ing death. “And, be hold, there talked
with Him [Je sus] two men, which
were Mo ses and Elias.” (Luke 9:30)

Da vid, who has not yet as cended
to heaven, said, “As for me, I will be -
hold thy face in righ teous ness: I shall
be sat is fied, when I awake, with thy
like ness.” (Psalm 17:15) Da vid will be 
sat is fied when he awakes from
death, not dur ing the time that he is
dead.

“Thy dead men shall live, to gether
with my dead body shall they arise.
Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust:
for thy dew is as the dew of herbs,
and the earth shall cast out the dead.” 
(Isa iah 26:19) The first thing we no -
tice about this verse is that the dead
men shall, at some time in the fu ture,
live again. These peo ple are not liv ing 
now, but they shall live at some time
in the fu ture. Right now they are
those who dwell in the dust. We have
al ready seen that when we die we re -
turn to dust, there to re main in un con -
scious sleep un til the Lord raises us
from the dead.

Are the Wicked in Torment Now?
“The Lord knoweth how to de liver

the godly out of temp ta tions, and to
re serve the un just unto the day of
judg ment to be pun ished.” (2 Pe ter

2:9) The un just are be ing re served
unto the day of judg ment to be pun -
ished. They are not be ing pun ished
right now.

“That the wicked is re served to the
day of de struc tion? they shall be
brought forth to the day of wrath.”
(Job 21:30) The Lord is re serv ing the
wicked for the day of de struc tion.
They shall be brought forth, or raised
from the dead, to the day of wrath.

When will the dead be raised from
the grave? Paul ex claimed, “there
shall be a res ur rec tion of the dead,
both of the just and un just.” (Acts
24:15) There will be two res ur rec -
tions; one of the just, and one of the
un just.

“For the Lord Him self shall de -
scend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the arch an gel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first.” (1 Thessaloni-
ans 4:16) The res ur rec tion of the just
will take place first. It will hap pen at
the re turn of our Lord Je sus Christ.
This is the first res ur rec tion.

“And they [the just] lived and
reigned with Christ a thou sand years.
But the rest of the dead [the un just]
lived not again un til the thou sand
years were fin ished.” (Rev e la tion
20:4, 5) The first res ur rec tion, which
is the res ur rec tion of the just, takes
place at the re turn of Christ. The sec -
ond res ur rec tion, which is the res ur -
rec tion of the un just, takes place af ter 
the thou sand years.

Dur ing the thou sand years the
righ teous will live and reign with
Christ in heaven while the earth is
des o late with no in hab it ants; for the
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wicked are dead upon the earth. “Be -
hold, the LORD maketh the earth
empty, and maketh it waste, and
turneth it up side down, and scattereth 
abroad the in hab it ants thereof.… The 
land shall be ut terly emp tied, and ut -
terly spoiled: for the LORD hath spo -
ken this word.” (Isa iah 24:1, 3)

Satan’s Lie
Sa tan has said from the very be -

gin ning, “ye shall not surely die.” Sa -
tan taught that man could dis obey
God and still live for ever with out dy -
ing. This state ment is in di rect con tra -
dic tion to the word of God who said,
“thou shalt surely die.” God said that if 
man would dis obey Him he would
surely die.

Since that day Sa tan has con tin -
ued to teach men that they will not
surely die. Ac cord ing to Sa tan all men 
who have ever died are not re ally
dead. There fore, ac cord ing to Sa tan,
man can com mu ni cate with the dead. 
This clev erly opens the way for Sa tan 
him self, or one of his an gels, to im -
per son ate a de ceased loved one. We 
see an ex am ple of this in the first
book of Sam uel. This is the only in -
stance re corded in the Bi ble where
some one sup pos edly com mu ni cated
with the dead.

Saul’s Visit to the Witch of Endor
“And when Saul saw the host of the 

Philistines, he was afraid, and his
heart greatly trem bled. And when
Saul en quired of the LORD, the LORD

an swered him not, nei ther by
dreams, nor by Urim, nor by proph -
ets.” (1 Sam uel 28:5, 6) Saul, the king 
of Is rael, had walked con trary to the

word of the Lord for so long that the
Lord would not com mu ni cate with
him by any means.

“Then said Saul unto his ser vants,
Seek me a woman that hath a fa mil iar 
spirit, that I may go to her, and en -
quire of her. And his ser vants said to
him, Be hold, there is a woman that
hath a fa mil iar spirit at Endor. And
Saul dis guised him self, and put on
other rai ment, and he went, and two
men with him, and they came to the
woman by night: and he said, I pray
thee, di vine unto me by the fa mil iar
spirit, and bring me him up, whom I
shall name unto thee.” (1 Sam uel
28:7, 8)

Since the Lord would not com mu -
ni cate with Saul, he de cided to use a
for bid den means to try to com mu ni -
cate with a de ceased prophet named
Sam uel. “A man also or woman that
hath a fa mil iar spirit, or that is a wiz -
ard, shall surely be put to death: they
shall stone them with stones: their
blood shall be upon them.” (Le vit i cus
20:27) God had strictly for bid den any
such com mu ni ca tion with fa mil iar
spir its.

“Then said the woman [unto Saul],
Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And 
he said, Bring me up Sam uel.”
(1 Sam uel 28:11, 12) Sam uel was a
righ teous prophet of God, yet Saul
asked the witch of Endor to bring
Sam uel up. Many Chris tians sup pose 
that when a righ teous man dies he
goes up to heaven im me di ately. If this 
were true, then Sam uel would have to 
come down from heaven, rather than
up from the earth. Was this re ally
Sam uel that ap peared to the witch of
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Endor? What saith the Scrip tures. As
be fore noted, the dead “know not
any thing,” and are un con scious.
There fore, ac cord ing to the Bi ble,
there is no way that Sam uel could
have ap peared, and spo ken to Saul.

If Sam uel was in heaven, as most
preach ers teach, then would God
send him down to earth, in co op er a -
tion with a woman who was do ing
some thing that God con demned, to
com mu ni cate with a man with whom
God had stopped com mu ni cat ing?
Sam uel was asleep in the dust, not to
re gain con scious ness un til the Lord
raised him from the dead. The spirit
that was brought up with the like ness
of Sam uel was none other than Sa tan 
or one of his an gels.

“So Saul died for his trans gres sion
which he com mit ted against the
LORD, even against the word of the
LORD, which he kept not, and also for
ask ing coun sel of one that had a fa -
mil iar spirit, to en quire of it; And en -
quired not of the LORD: there fore he
slew him, and turned the king dom
unto Da vid the son of Jesse.”
(1 Chron i cles 10:13, 14)

Clearly you can see the dan ger of
open ing your self up to com mu ni ca -
tion with the de ceased.

“And no mar vel; for Sa tan him self
is trans formed into an an gel of light.”
(2 Co rin thi ans 11:14) Sa tan can im -
per son ate with un err ing ac cu racy
any per son that he wishes. If we are
de ceived into be liev ing that the dead
are not re ally dead, but alive some -
where, we are open ing our selves up
to ac cept the teach ings and doc trines 
of dev ils.

“Now the Spirit speaketh ex -
pressly, that in the lat ter times some
shall de part from the faith, giv ing
heed to se duc ing spir its, and doc -
trines of dev ils.” (1 Tim o thy 4:1) “For
they are the spir its of dev ils, work ing
mir a cles, which go forth unto the
kings of the earth and of the whole
world, to gather them to the bat tle of
that great day of God Al mighty.”
(Rev e la tion 16:14) If we are go ing to
stand the great tri als that are soon to
come upon the earth, we are re quired 
to search the Scrip tures dil i gently to
find truth from God Him self.

The Thief on the Cross
What about the thief on the cross?

Did n’t Je sus say that he would be
with Him in par a dise that same day?
Let’s look at what Christ said to him.
“And he said unto Je sus, Lord, re -
mem ber me when thou comest into
thy king dom. And Je sus said unto
him, Ver ily I say unto thee, To day
shalt thou be with me in par a dise.”
(Luke 23:42, 43) The thief asked Je -
sus to re mem ber him when He co -
mes into His king dom. “I charge thee
there fore be fore God, and the Lord
Je sus Christ, who shall judge the
quick and the dead at His ap pear ing
and His king dom.” (2 Tim o thy 4:1)

The thief was ask ing the Lord to re -
mem ber him when He judges the
quick and the dead. Je sus re plied,
“Ver ily I say unto thee, To day shalt
thou be with me in par a dise.” (Luke
23:43) No tice where the trans la tors
chose to put the comma in the pre vi -
ous sen tence. When this was writ ten,
orig i nally in Greek, there was no use
of punc tu a tion. Read this verse again
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with the comma placed af ter the word 
“to day.” “Ver ily I say unto thee to day
(at this mo ment), shalt thou be with
me in par a dise.” Je sus was say ing,
“This day I am tell ing you that you will, 
at some point in the fu ture, be with me 
in par a dise.”

It is also in ter est ing to note that it
would have been im pos si ble for
Christ to be say ing that the thief
would be with Christ in par a dise on
that very day, be cause Christ Him self 
was not in par a dise that day. This fact 
is clearly brought out in the fol low ing
verse. Af ter Christ’s res ur rec tion He
said to Mary, “Touch me not; for I am
not yet as cended to my Fa ther: but go 
to my breth ren, and say unto them, I
as cend unto my Fa ther, and your Fa -
ther; and to my God, and your God.”
(John 20:17)

The day that Christ was raised
from the dead, Mary saw Him and
was ready to fas ten her self to him,
thus re strain ing Him. Christ told her
not to re strain Him be cause He had
not yet as cended to His Fa ther. Christ 
had not seen His Fa ther face to face
for over thirty years. He was ea ger to
go and see Him. The fact that, on the
third day, Christ had not yet as -
cended to His Fa ther is clear ev i -
dence that He had not been to
par a dise on the day that He con -
versed with the thief on the cross.

The Rich Man and Lazarus
What about the par a ble of the rich

man and Laz a rus? Some doubt that
this is re ally a par a ble. They ar gue
that it is not a par a ble be cause it
starts out in a nar ra tive form. They
say that be cause it starts out, “There

was a cer tain rich man,…” Christ was
talk ing about an ac tual in ci dent that
took place. But this is not the only par -
a ble that starts out in this man ner. For 
ex am ple, the par a ble of the prod i gal
son, which starts out like this; “A cer -
tain man had two sons:…” An other
ex am ple, “Hear an other par a ble:
There was a cer tain house holder,
which planted a vine yard,…” (Mat -
thew 21:33)

“And with many such par a bles
spake He the word unto them, as they 
were able to hear it. But with out a par -
a ble spake He not unto them: and
when they were alone, He ex -
pounded all things to His dis ci ples.”
(Mark 4:33, 34) It is ev i dent that
Christ used a par a ble to il lus trate al -
most ev ery thing He taught.

The pre vail ing idea in Christ’s time
was that a rich man was surely
blessed by God, and his riches were
clear ev i dence that he was go ing to
be in the king dom of God. On the
other hand, the Jews be lieved that if a 
man was poor he was cursed of God,
and the fact that he was poor was ev i -
dence that he would not make it to the 
king dom of God.

This false idea was what Christ
was com bat ing with His par a ble
about the rich man and Laz a rus. The
fact that the Jews had this idea, and
also the dis ci ples of Christ had this
idea, is brought out in these next
verses. “Then said Je sus unto his
dis ci ples, Ver ily I say unto you, That a 
rich man shall hardly en ter into the
king dom of heaven. And again I say
unto you, It is eas ier for a camel to go
through the eye of a nee dle, than for a 
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rich man to en ter into the king dom of
God. When his dis ci ples heard it, they 
were ex ceed ingly amazed, say ing,
Who then can be saved?” (Mat thew
19:23-25)

The re sponse of the dis ci ples is
clear ev i dence that they be lieved that
the rich men would cer tainly en ter the 
king dom. For, as they thought, if a
rich man can hardly en ter the king -
dom, then we may as well not even
try, be cause a rich man has a much
better chance of mak ing it than poor
men like us. It was pre cisely to re veal
the er ror of this idea that Christ told
the par a ble of the rich man and Laz a -
rus.

There were many of the Jews in
Christ’s time who fit the de scrip tion of
the rich man in this par a ble. Not only
were many of them rich in earthly
goods, but they had been given the
or a cles of God. It was their duty to im -
part the light that had been given
them to oth ers who were dy ing all
around with out hope of eter nal life. In -
stead of look ing upon the Gentiles
with com pas sion, with a de sire to
share the won der ful riches that God
had given them, they looked upon the 
Gentiles as one would look upon a
poor man dis eased with lep rosy.

The rich man in this par a ble rep re -
sented the Jew ish na tion. This is
brought out by the re peated use of
the term “Fa ther Abra ham.” “And he
cried and said, Fa ther Abra ham,…”
(Luke 16:24) At an other time the
Jews “an swered him [Christ], We be
Abra ham’s seed, and were never in
bond age to any man: how sayest

thou, Ye shall be made free?” (John
8:33)

When the poor dis eased man-who
rep re sented the Gentiles-died, he is
said to have been brought, by the an -
gels, into Abra ham’s bosom. “Now
there was lean ing on Je sus’ bosom
one of His dis ci ples, whom Je sus
loved.” (John 13:23) This rep re -
sented a close re la tion ship with Abra -
ham. The Jews thought that since
they were de scen dants of Abra ham
they would be heirs of the king dom of
heaven.

Christ re vealed that a man, though
he be of the lin eage of Abra ham, if he
did not bear the char ac ter traits of
Abra ham, was not counted as heir
ac cord ing to the prom ise. “They an -
swered and said unto him, Abra ham
is our fa ther. Je sus saith unto them, If
ye were Abra ham’s chil dren, ye
would do the works of Abra ham. But
now ye seek to kill me, a man that
hath told you the truth, which I have
heard of God: this did not Abra ham.”
(John 8:39, 40)

Christ taught, through His par a ble,
that the Gen tile-though not of the lin -
eage of Abra ham yet hav ing the char -
ac ter traits of Abra ham-is con sid ered
Abra ham’s seed. The Jews so highly
re garded their re la tion to Abra ham
that they set him up as God. When
the rich man was in dis tress, he
called to Abra ham to have mercy on
him. “And he cried and said, Fa ther
Abra ham, have mercy on me,…”
(Luke 16:24) The Bi ble teaches, how -
ever, that there is sal va tion in none
other than Christ. “Nei ther is there
sal va tion in any other: for there is
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none other name un der heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be
saved.” (Acts 4:12)

“Then he said, I pray thee there -
fore, fa ther, that thou wouldest send
him to my fa ther’s house: For I have
five breth ren; that he may tes tify unto
them, lest they also come into this
place of tor ment. Abra ham saith unto
him, They have Mo ses and the
proph ets; let them hear them. And he
said, Nay, fa ther Abra ham: but if one
went unto them from the dead, they
will re pent. And he said unto him, If
they hear not Mo ses and the proph -
ets, nei ther will they be per suaded,
though one rose from the dead.”
(Luke 16:27-31)

Laz a rus, the brother of Mary and
Mar tha, had been raised from the
dead to tes tify that Christ was the
Mes siah, yet the Jew ish na tion would
not ac cept this. The rich man, along
with his breth ren, had ev ery op por tu -
nity to know the truth and to be saved
through the tes ti mony of the sa cred
Scrip tures. If they had re jected the
Scrip tures as the way of sal va tion,
then they would not be per suaded
even if one was raised from the dead.

I do not know any one who would
say that this par a ble de scribes, in ev -
ery de tail, the ac tual con di tions af ter
death. For one thing, the Bi ble never
gives us any hint that Abra ham is in
heaven right now. No where do the
Scrip tures teach that Abra ham has
al ready been raised from the dead,
but rather is as Da vid, whose sep ul -
chre is with us to this day. “Men and
breth ren, let me freely speak unto you 
of the pa tri arch Da vid, that he is both

dead and bur ied, and his sep ul chre is 
with us unto this day.… For Da vid is
not as cended into the heav ens: but
he saith him self, The LORD said unto
my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,”
(Acts 2:29, 34)

If we re ally want to know what the
Bi ble teaches on a par tic u lar sub ject,
we must gather all the ref er ences that 
deal with that sub ject and weigh the
ev i dence. “For pre cept must be upon
pre cept, pre cept upon pre cept; line
upon line, line upon line; here a lit tle,
and there a lit tle.” (Isa iah 28:10) We
must be as the no ble Bereans, who
“searched the scrip tures daily, whether 
those things were so.” (Acts 17:11)

Please take the time to ex am ine all
the scrip tures that deal with this sub -
ject. Do not be mis led to ac cept one
sec tion of Scrip ture that ap pears to
sup port an idea which the rest of the
Bi ble clearly dis proves, with out tak ing 
the time to weigh all the ev i dence. A
judge can only make a just de ci sion
af ter ex am in ing all the ev i dence on
both sides of the is sue. Please do not
set tle this is sue with out hear ing all
the Scrip ture tes ti mony concerning it. 
“He that answereth a mat ter be fore
he heareth it, it is folly and shame
unto him.” (Prov erbs 18:13)
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