God’s Plan to Save You

By Lynnford Beachy

There was a time when all of God’s creation was in harmony with God. Everyone was aware of the great love that God has for them. This unity, however, was disturbed by the rise of sin in the heart of Lucifer, whom we now call Satan.

Lucifer was created perfect. “Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.” (Ezekiel 28:15) Lucifer means “Light Bearer,” and was the name of Satan before he fell. “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!” (Isaiah 14:12) Lucifer was perfect when God created him. He loved God with all his heart, all his soul and all his mind. However, there came a time when “iniquity was found” in him. What was this iniquity?

Concerning Lucifer, God said, “Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness.” (Ezekiel 28:17) Lucifer became proud because of how beautiful and good he thought he was. This pride corrupted his wisdom. What wisdom was corrupted?

Lucifer began to doubt God’s love, causing his love for God to diminish. “We love him, because he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19) Lucifer began to think that God was being unfair to him by not exalting him to a higher position than he had. Lucifer wanted to be like the Most High. “I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.” (Isaiah 14:14) It was this abnormal ambition that led him to spread seeds of doubt among the faithful angels. Lucifer succeeded in getting one third of the angelic host to accompany him in his rebellion. “And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: … And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” (Revelation 12:4, 7-9)

It was Lucifer’s lie from the beginning that God was not as loving and caring as He made himself out to be. Lucifer thought he could do a better job than God. At one time Lucifer believed that God was loving, kind, unselfish and just. While in this condition, Lucifer was perfect. But something happened. Lucifer began to doubt God’s love. Lucifer believed his own lie. It was this belief that began the terrible road to destruction. This caused him to sin against God and the heavenly host.

Sin began with a disbelief in God’s love, and Satan knew that if he could get others to disbelieve God’s love, they would join him in his rebellion.

Eve in the Garden of Eden

This is where we pick up the story in Genesis 3. “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:1-5)

Satan planted a seed of doubt in Eve’s mind. She began to wonder why God had withheld the fruit of that tree from her. She had understood that it was for her own benefit that God had withheld the fruit from her, but now she began to be unsure. Gazing at the fruit, Eve thought something like this, “Could it be that God is withholding this fruit from me because He does not want me to become wise, and be elevated to a higher level.”

“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” (Genesis 3:6) Satan succeeded in getting Eve to join him in his rebellion against God. What was it that caused Eve’s fall? How could Satan convince a perfect, sinless being to openly rebel against God?

Up until that time, Eve was convinced that God loved her very much. God had done many wonderful things for her. He always provided her needs, and everything was wonderful in that beautiful garden. At Satan’s instigation, Eve began to wonder if God really did love her. She wondered if there was something good that God was withholding from her. Soon she believed Satan’s lie and doubted God’s love. She ate of the fruit, and we all know the rest of the story.

It was a disbelief in God’s love that started Satan on his downward path. It was a disbelief in God’s love that convinced Eve to sin. It is a disbelief in God’s love that keeps us in sin. It is only through a revelation of God’s infinite love that we can be brought back to God in a loving relationship surpassing any we have yet had.

The world lay darkness, as to the immense love that God has for them, for many years. It was to make clear God’s love, and redeem His children, that God sent His only-begotten Son into the world. Jesus came to declare the wonderful character of love that God has for each one of us.

It has been Satan’s goal to deceive men as to the true character of God. Satan would have us believe that God is not as loving as He claims to be. Satan knows that if he can convince us on this issue, we will never completely surrender our lives to Him enough to have a hatred for sin so great as to cause us to stop sinning. It is only through a true picture of God’s love that we can ever love Him enough to fulfill the commandment that Jesus called “the first and great commandment.” “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.” (Matthew 22:37, 38)

God devises a plan

The entrance of sin into God’s perfect universe brought Him much grief. Out of the great love God has for all His creation, He counseled with His only-begotten Son to devise a plan to solve the sin problem. We can read about this counsel in the sixth chapter of Zechariah.
“And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and He shall grow up out of His place, and He shall build the temple of the Lord: Even He shall build the temple of the Lord; and He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon His throne; and He shall be a priest upon His throne: and the counsel of 6098 peace 7965 shall be between them both.” (Zechariah 6:12, 13)

The Hebrew word that was translated “and the counsel of” means this: “advice; by implication, plan.” (Strong’s) The Hebrew word that was translated “peace” means this: “peace, friendship; with God especially in covenant relationship.” (Brown-Driver-Briggs’) In the Septuagint (A Greek translation of the Old Testament), this Hebrew word is sometimes translated to swthriva 4991 (soteria), which means “salvation, or deliver.” (Strong’s)

The “counsel of peace” is the “plan of redemption.” So, what was this plan that was between them both? The Father and His Son counseled together before the creation of this earth. This plan of redemption was laid out from the days of eternity. Let’s look at the first place in the Bible where this plan was revealed clearly to the universe.

Abraham’s big test

“And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt [or test] Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. And He said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.” (Genesis 22:1, 2)

God asked Abraham to yield up that which was most dear to him, his only son, whom he loved. This was a very severe test for Abraham to go through but, because Abraham deeply comprehended God’s love for him, he did not withhold his dearly beloved son. Abraham knew that God would not withhold His dearly beloved Son either. “He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:32)

“And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.” (Genesis 22:3)

“And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. And He said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.” (Genesis 22:9-12)

God would not ask Abraham to make a sacrifice that He would not be willing to make Himself. God, the Father, was keenly aware of the anguish of soul that Abraham was going through, for God Himself had made the decision to yield up His only-begotten Son a long time before.

Abraham had three days to think about what he had decided to do, while he made the trip to the mountain of Moriah. Abraham’s grief was immense as he contemplated going through with his decision. For three days his thoughts were filled with the realization that he must yield up his only-begotten son. This brief time of Abraham’s anguish is but a fraction of the time and suffering that God, the Father, went through, with bitter anticipation of finally yielding up His only-begotten Son. It was a struggle for the God of the universe to yield up His only-begotten Son.

Though Abraham was completely willing and ready to sacrifice his son, he was spared the final completion of his sacrifice. “And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead 8478 of his son.” (Genesis 22:13)

The Hebrew word that was translated “in the stead” means this: “for the sake of, in place of, in exchange or return for.” (Strong’s) The Lord found a ransom to die instead of Isaac. The Lord also has found a ransom to die instead of you and me. Thank the Lord for His compassion toward us!

If we will accept God’s sacrifice on our behalf, repent, and surrender our lives to Him, God will deliver us from the consequence of our sins, which is death. If we have allowed Christ to dwell in our hearts, the Lord will graciously deliver us from death.

“If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one among a thousand, to shew unto man His uprightness: Then He is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a ransom.” (Job 33:23, 24)

The Lord has found a ransom. He has prepared a sacrifice, even His only-begotten Son. Praise Him, for His goodness is everlasting! God, the Father, had counseled with His Son and prepared this plan before the foundation of the world.

We have not been redeemed with the blood of goats, “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you.” (1 Peter 1:19, 20) God had decided to yield up His Son before the foundation of the world. I pray that your name, and mine, will be found “written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” (Revelation 13:8)

The plan of redemption had been decided long before man was made, for God knows the end from the beginning. The brief time that Christ spent in the Garden of Gethsemane, and on the cross was a revelation of the immense pain and suffering that sin has brought to the heart of God since it’s inception, and will continue until sin and sinners are finally destroyed.

How can we attain redemption?

We have read a lot about redemption, but how can we attain it? “To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.” (Ephesians 1:6, 7) We have redemption through His blood, not only by His death, but also by His life within us. If Christ had not died, then we could not be forgiven of our sins, “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” (Hebrews 10:4)

Let’s look at how that redemption was accomplished. “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” (Galatians 3:13) “For He [the Father] hath made Him [Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) Christ was made to be sin for us, and became a curse in our place.

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) The penalty for sin is death. Not just a physical death, which we know of as “sleep,” but an eternal separation from God. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die. …” (Ezekiel 18:20) For Christ to pay the wages of sin, He must also suffer this separation from God.

Those who reject salvation and stand before God to suffer the “second death” will consciously realize that they will never live again. This utter separation from God and life is the worst realization of the wicked. For “they shall be as though they had not been.” (Obadiah 16) This is the understanding that Christ had when He cried out with bitter anguish, “My God, My God, Why hast thou forsaken me.” (Matthew 27:46)

A prophecy from the Psalms

Let’s take a look at a Psalm that sheds some light on Christ’s experience during the last two days of His life on earth. “I am counted with them that go down into the pit: I am as a man that hath no strength.” (Psalm 88:4) Christ was counted with them that go down into the pit. Isaiah portrayed a similar account in chapter 53 of his book. Speaking of Christ, Isaiah wrote, “He hath poured out his soul unto death: and He was numbered with the transgressors; and He bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53:12)

Christ was counted with them that will be destroyed forever, both body and soul. “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matthew 10:28)

Christ offered up His soul for the salvation of mankind. His suffering was not merely a physical death, but a complete separation from God. “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief: when thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand.” (Isaiah 53:10)

Continuing on in the 88th Psalm, we read concerning Christ that He was “free among the dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, whom thou rememberest no more: and they are cut off from thy hand.” (Psalm 88:5) Christ was counted with the transgressors whom the Lord remembers no more. This can only be those who suffer the “second death”; those who will be as though they had not been.

Christ is called the first begotten of the dead. “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood.” (Revelation 1:5) Was Christ the first one who was raised from the dead? No! Moses was raised from the dead before Christ was. Moses was on the mount of transfiguration with Elijah and Christ’s disciples. The only way I can understand this is that Christ was the first, and only one who was raised after suffering the “second death.”

The extreme anguish that Christ experienced is described in the following verse: “Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps.” (Psalm 88:6) Christ suffered the worst death that anyone has ever, or will ever, suffer. He was laid in the lowest pit. I am not talking about the physical pain that Christ endured, but the emotional turmoil he experienced when He realized His Father’s displeasure, and, though He had not sinned, He believed that He would suffer eternal death for the salvation of you and me. Christ made the conscious decision that if it meant He must die for eternity so you can live with God forever, then He was willing to do it.

At any moment the Son of God could have cried to His Father to deliver Him, but He went on, knowing that some would be saved. “Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and He shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew 26:53) He was determined never to give up, even if it meant He would never live again. He had decided to surrender His will to His Father. “And He said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt.” (Mark 14:36)

The sufferings of Christ are described in more detail in the following verse: “Thy wrath lieth hard 5564 upon me, and thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves. Selah.” (Psalm 88:7) The Hebrew word that was translated “lieth hard” is also used in Leviticus 1:4, and means this: “to lean upon, to rest upon.” (Brown-Driver-Briggs’) “And he shall put 5564 his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him.” (Leviticus 1:4) The wrath of the Lord laid hard upon the Son of God, and God afflicted Him with all his waves.

In the Garden of Gethsemane

Christ ate His last supper with His disciples, and afterward, “they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and He saith to His disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. And He taketh with Him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed 1568, and to be very heavy 85; And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch.” (Mark 14:32-34)

When Christ entered the Garden of Gethsemane He began, for the first time, to be “sore amazed,” literally meaning: “to be struck with terror.” (Thayer’s) Something happened to Christ that terrified Him. We also read that He was “very heavy,” literally meaning: “to be in distress of mind, (to be sated to loathing).” (Strong’s) To be “sated to loathing means this: to satisfy totally (the appetite or a desire) so fully as to cause a sudden violent hostility or disgust of feelings, to the point of abhorring those feelings.

For the first time in Christ’s life, He was flooded with terror, and filled with feelings that caused Him to be disgusted with those feelings. What were those feelings that Christ was so disgusted with? “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:6) The sin (and the guilt that went with that sin) of all the world was placed upon the Son of God.

Our sins caused Christ to be separated from His Father. Yet as if this were not enough, His own friends forsook Him as well. “Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far from me; thou hast made me an abomination unto them.” (Psalm 88:8) “But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.” (Matthew 26:56)

The Spirit of Christ inspired David to write concerning Christ’s death, “I am shut up, and I cannot come forth.” (Psalm 88:8) Christ was shut up in the tomb, and He could not come forth. The Bible says more than thirty times that God, the Father, raised Christ from the dead. Christ did not raise Himself from the dead, or else He was not really dead. “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” (Romans 10:9)

Didn’t Jesus say He had power to take back His life?

There are some who use the following verse as proof that Jesus Christ did not really die completely, without regard to the numerous verses showing that His Father raised Him from the dead: “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take 2983 it again. No man taketh 142 it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power 1849 to lay it down, and I have power 1849 to take 2983 it again. This commandment have I received 2983 of my Father.” (John 10:17, 18)

The Greek word that was translated “I might take,” (with Strong’s number 2983) can mean take, but also means this: “to receive (what is given), to gain, get, obtain, to get back.” (Thayer’s) Please notice that this word is also used in verse 18 but is translated “have I received.” Christ laid down His life that He might receive it again. The Greek word that was translated “power” can mean power, but also means “authority, permission.” (Thayer’s) Christ had permission to lay down His life so that He could receive it again from His Father. Christ could not, and did not, raise Himself from the dead, or else He would not have been dead to begin with.

David, describing the complete death of Christ, continues in Psalm 88: “Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead? shall the dead arise and praise thee? Selah. Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave? or thy faithfulness in destruction? Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? and thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?” (Psalm 88:10-12) Christ experienced death, where the dead do not praise God, neither are His wonders known, for “the dead know not any thing.”
“His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.” (Psalm 146:4) “For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.” (Ecclesiastes 9:5) When Christ was asleep in the tomb, He was as the rest of the dead who know not any thing and whose thoughts have perished.

The separation from God, which Christ experienced, is described in Psalm 88: “Lord, why castest thou off my soul? why hidest thou thy face from me?” (Psalm 88:14) Christ also expressed this thought in these words: “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46)

The reason God hid His face from His Son is found in Isaiah. “But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear.” (Isaiah 59:2) Christ took upon Him the iniquity of us all, and at that point He stood before God as one who had sinned, which caused His Father to hide His face from Him. “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity.” (Habakkuk 1:13)

All of our life history, along with the sins and guilt, was placed upon the divine Son of God. Our sins were imputed to Him. All of His earthly life history, along with His sinlessness, can be imputed unto you. You can stand before God as one who has not sinned. All this was made possible by the death of Christ, for in Him “we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.” (Ephesians 1:7)

If Christ did not die as a complete being, a ransom for our sins, then we are still in our sins and our faith is in vain. “For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.” (1 Corinthians 15:16, 17)

Did the Son of God die?

There are some who claim that Christ, while He was on this earth, was composed of two separate natures; one being divine, while the other human. They go on to say that only one of these natures died, His human nature, while the other remained alive. With this view we would have to conclude that there was only a human sacrifice made for our redemption. I do not agree with this opinion for two reasons: 1. It is contrary to reason to believe that a human sacrifice is sufficient to redeem mankind. 2. It is contrary to Scripture to say that only half of Christ died. I will share some biblical reasons for this assertion.

In Hebrews chapter one, Paul portrays Christ as being highly exalted, the one who was begotten in the express image of His Father’s person. In Hebrews chapter two, Paul explains the necessity of Christ becoming a man so that He could redeem us. In verse nine of this chapter he explains, “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.” (Hebrews 2:9) Paul explains the importance of Christ becoming a man, made a little lower than the angels, so that He could die. This verse would mean absolutely nothing if the Son of God did not die completely. If only a human half of Jesus Christ died, then there would be no need for Jesus to be “made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death.”
The fact that Christ did die is brought out even more clearly in the following verses: “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation [Greek: emptied Himself], and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name.” (Philippians 2:5-9)

These verses are very clear. The same identical being who was in the form of God in verse six, died in verse eight. Jesus Christ Himself made it very clear to John that He was dead. Jesus said, “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.” (Revelation 1:18)

To make the claim that Jesus Christ raised Himself from the dead would be to directly contradict the words of Christ. For Christ said, “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” (John 5:30)

In Isaiah 53 we read the following account: “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. … Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53:10-12)

According to the Scripture, the soul of Christ died; the soul of Christ is what was made an offering for sin. We are told that the soul of Christ was in the grave. On the day of Pentecost Peter said, “He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell 86, neither his flesh did see corruption.” (Acts 2:31) The word hell in the preceding verse was translated from the Greek word a@/dh" (Hades). This word means grave in every case. The soul of Christ rested with His body in the tomb.

It was an immense sacrifice for God to yield up His only-begotten Son for us, yet He was willing to do this for us. If there was any other way that the human race could be redeemed, God would not have allowed His only-begotten Son to suffer to such a degree. Paul wrote, “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” (Galatians 2:21) Redemption comes to us only through “the blood of Jesus Christ.” If redemption could have come to us any other way, then Christ died in vain.

God is very loving, “Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.” (1 Timothy 2:4-6) God would have us all come unto the knowledge of the truth, which is that there is one God and one mediator, the Son of God, who gave Himself a ransom for all.

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him.” (Hebrews 2:3) Do not reject this wonderful salvation that God has provided for us. Praise God and His Son for working out this plan of redemption for the salvation of mankind.
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