
There are many ideas pres ent
within the nu mer ous churches con -
cern ing the state, or the con di tion, of
the dead. There
are also many
ideas re gard ing
the fi nal re ward
of the wicked.
Each of these
views have pro -
found ef fects
upon our un der -
stand ing of God’s 
love. This study
will ex am ine what 
the Bi ble says on this sub ject so we
will have a more ex alted view of our
lov ing God who cre ated us. Let’s first
ex am ine where man came from.

“And God said, Let us make man in
our im age, af ter our like ness: and let
them have do min ion over the fish of
the sea, and over the fowl of the air,
and over the cat tle, and over all the
earth, and over ev ery creep ing thing
that creepeth upon the earth.” (Gen e -
sis 1:26) The Fa ther said to His Son,
“Let us make man in our im age, af ter
our like ness.” Adam was cre ated in
God’s im age and His like ness.

This does not mean that Adam was 
ex actly like God in ev ery re spect. We
can be sure that in at least one way
Adam was dif fer ent from God, for
God said, “But of the tree of the
knowl edge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die.” (Gen e sis 2:17)

Adam was sub ject to the pos si bil ity
of dy ing. God could not die un der any

cir cum stance. “Which in His times He
[Christ] shall shew, who is the
blessed and only Po ten tate [the Fa -

ther], the King of
kings, and Lord of 
lords; Who only
hath im mor tal ity
[can not die],
dwell ing in the
light which no
man can ap -
proach unto;
whom no man
hath seen, nor
can see: to whom 

be hon our and power ev er last ing.
Amen.” (1 Tim o thy 6:15, 16)

God, the Fa ther, is the only be ing in
the uni verse who could never have
died un der any cir cum stance. Adam
could die for he was not im mor tal. This 
fact, how ever, was the point on which
Sa tan first at tacked when he tempted
Eve in the gar den. “And the ser pent
said unto the woman, Ye shall not
surely die.” (Gen e sis 3:4) This state -
ment was in di rect con tra dic tion to the
word of God, for He said, “in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die.” The day that Adam and
Eve ate of the fruit, the sen tence was
there, “thou shalt surely die.” It was
now in ev i ta ble, they must die.

As we look at the story of Adam
and Eve a lit tle deeper, we can see
that Sa tan had an un der ly ing mo tive
in con tra dict ing the word of God. Let’s 
first look at a lit tle his tory re gard ing
Sa tan. We will go back to the time
when his name was Lu ci fer.

God’s Love Revealed in Hell



The history of Satan
Lu ci fer was cre ated per fect. “Thou

wast per fect in thy ways from the day
that thou wast cre ated, till in iq uity was
found in thee.” (Ezekiel 28:15) Lu ci fer
means “Light Bearer,” and was the
name of Sa tan be fore he fell. “How art
thou fallen from heaven, O Lu ci fer,
son of the morn ing! how art thou cut
down to the ground, which didst
weaken the na tions!” (Isa iah 14:12)
Lu ci fer was per fect when God cre ated
him. He loved God with all his heart, all 
his soul and all his mind. How ever,
there came a time when “in iq uity was
found” in him. What was this in iq uity?

Con cern ing Lu ci fer, God said,
“Thine heart was lifted up be cause of
thy beauty, thou hast cor rupted thy
wis dom by rea son of thy bright ness.”
(Ezekiel 28:17) Lu ci fer be came proud, 
be cause of how beau ti ful and good he
thought he was. This pride cor rupted
his wis dom. What wis dom was cor -
rupted? John wrote, “We love him, be -
cause he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)
Lu ci fer be gan to doubt God’s love, he
be gan to think that God was be ing un -
fair to him by not ex alt ing him to a
higher po si tion than he had. Lu ci fer
wanted to be like the Most High. He
said, “I will as cend above the heights
of the clouds; I will be like the most
High.” (Isa iah 14:14) It was this ab nor -
mal am bi tion that led him to spread
seeds of doubt among the faith ful an -
gels. Lu ci fer suc ceeded in get ting one
third of the an gelic host to ac com pany
him in his re bel lion. “And his tail drew
the third part of the stars of heaven,
and did cast them to the earth:… And
there was war in heaven: Mi chael and
his an gels fought against the dragon;
and the dragon fought and his an gels,

And pre vailed not; nei ther was their
place found any more in heaven. And
the great dragon was cast out, that old
ser pent, called the Devil, and Sa tan,
which deceiveth the whole world: he
was cast out into the earth, and his an -
gels were cast out with him.” (Rev e la -
tion 12:4, 7-9)

It was Lu ci fer’s lie from the be gin -
ning that God was not as lov ing and
car ing as He made him self out to be.
Lu ci fer thought that he could do a
better job than God. At one time Lu ci -
fer be lieved that God was lov ing,
kind, un self ish and just. While in this
con di tion, Lu ci fer was per fect. But
some thing hap pened. Lu ci fer be gan
to doubt God’s love. Lu ci fer be lieved
his own lie. It was this be lief that be -
gan the ter ri ble road to de struc tion.
This caused him to sin against God
and the heav enly host.

Sin be gan with a dis be lief in God’s
love, and Sa tan knew that if he could
get oth ers to dis be lieve God’s love,
they would join him in his re bel lion.

Eve in the Garden of Eden
This is where we pick up the story

in Gen e sis 3. “Now the ser pent was
more subtil than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made. And
he said unto the woman, Yea, hath
God said, Ye shall not eat of ev ery
tree of the gar den? And the woman
said unto the ser pent, We may eat of
the fruit of the trees of the gar den: But
of the fruit of the tree which is in the
midst of the gar den, God hath said,
Ye shall not eat of it, nei ther shall ye
touch it, lest ye die. And the ser pent
said unto the woman, Ye shall not
surely die: For God doth know that in
the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes 
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shall be opened, and ye shall be as
gods, know ing good and evil.” (Gen e -
sis 3:1-5)

Sa tan planted a seed of doubt in
Eve’s mind. She be gan to won der
why God had with held the fruit of that
tree from her. She had un der stood
that it was for her own ben e fit that
God had with held the fruit from her,
but now she be gan to be un sure.
Gaz ing at the fruit, Eve thought some -
thing like this, “Could it be that God is
with hold ing this fruit from me be cause 
He does not want me to be come wise, 
and be el e vated to a higher level.”

“And when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was 
pleas ant to the eyes, and a tree to be
de sired to make one wise, she took of 
the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave 
also unto her hus band with her; and
he did eat.” (Gen e sis 3:6) Sa tan suc -
ceeded in get ting Eve to join him in
his re bel lion against God. What was it 
that caused Eve’s fall? How could Sa -
tan con vince a per fect, sin less be ing
to openly re bel against God?

Up un til that time, Eve was con -
vinced that God loved her very much.
God had done many won der ful things 
for her. He al ways pro vided for her
needs, and ev ery thing was won der ful
in that beau ti ful gar den. At Sa tan’s in -
sti ga tion, Eve be gan to won der if God
re ally did love her. She won dered if
there was some thing good that God
was with hold ing from her. Soon she
be lieved Sa tan’s lie, and doubted
God’s love. She ate of the fruit, and
we all know the rest of the story. 

It was a dis be lief in God’s love that
started Sa tan on his down ward path.
It was a dis be lief in God’s love that
con vinced Eve to sin. It is a dis be lief

in God’s love that keeps us in sin. It is
only through a rev e la tion of God’s in fi -
nite love and our ap pre ci a tion for it
that we can be brought back to God in 
a lov ing re la tion ship sur pass ing any
we have yet had.

For many years the world lay in
dark ness as to the im mense love that
God has for them. It was to make
clear God’s love, and re deem His
chil dren, that God sent His only-be -
got ten Son into the world. Je sus
came to de clare the won der ful char -
ac ter of love that God has for each
one of us.

It has been Sa tan’s goal to de ceive
men as to the true char ac ter of God.
Sa tan would have us be lieve that God 
is not as lov ing as He claims to be.
Sa tan knows that if he can con vince
us on this is sue, we will never com -
pletely sur ren der our lives to Him
enough to have a ha tred for sin so
great as to cause us to stop sin ning. It
is only through re ceiv ing a true pic -
ture of God’s love that we can ever
love Him enough to ful fill the com -
mand ment that Je sus called “the first
and great com mand ment.” “Je sus
said unto him, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great com mand -
ment.” (Mat thew 22:37, 38)

Satan’s promise of eternal life
Sa tan per suaded Eve to be lieve

that she could dis obey God’s com -
mands and still live for ever. Were Sa -
tan’s words true?

Let’s let the Bi ble an swer this ques -
tion. “And the LORD God said, Be hold, 
the man is be come as one of us, to
know good and evil: and now, lest he
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put forth his hand, and take also of the 
tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:
There fore the LORD God sent him
forth from the gar den of Eden, to till
the ground from whence he was
taken. So He drove out the man; and
He placed at the east of the gar den of
Eden Cherubims, and a flam ing
sword which turned ev ery way, to
keep the way of the tree of life.” (Gen -
e sis 3:22-24)

God loved Adam and Eve very
much, and re al ized that it was for their 
own good that they be pro hib ited from 
eat ing of the tree of life and liv ing for -
ever in a sin ful con di tion.

Did Adam or Eve ever eat of the
tree of life af ter they had dis obeyed
God? No! Will Adam, or any trans -
gres sor live on and on for ever and
ever? Not un less they are for given,
turn from their wicked ways and live.

Man is not im mor tal in any way.
Man’s life is de pend ent upon whether
he eats of the tree of life or not. No
man has ever eaten of the tree of life
since Adam’s fall (pos si bly with the
ex cep tion of those whom the Bi ble re -
veals have been raised from the
dead, like Mo ses, or those who have
been taken to heaven with out see ing
death, like Enoch and Eli jah). There -
fore man, in his fallen con di tion, does
not have eter nal life. Our eter nal life
de pends upon whether or not we eat
of the tree of life.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will 
I give to eat of the tree of life, which is
in the midst of the par a dise of God.”
(Rev e la tion 2:7) “Blessed are they
that do His com mand ments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and

may en ter in through the gates into
the city.” (Rev e la tion 22:14)

Surely these verses do not in clude
the un re pen tant, wicked ones who
have re jected God’s free gift of sal va -
tion. Only those who do His com -
mand ments and over come will eat of
the tree of life. Only they will live for -
ever, for we have seen that eter nal life 
de pends upon whether or not a man
eats of the tree of life. Cer tainly the
wicked will not ever get a chance to
eat of the tree of life, there fore they
will not live for ever.

What is the reward of the wicked?
“For God so loved the world, that

He gave His only be got ten Son, that
who so ever be liev eth in Him should
not per ish, but have ev er last ing life.”
(John 3:16) God loves us so much
that He will ingly gave up some thing
for us. What did He give up? If He had 
merely given up an ox or a goat as a
sac ri fice for us, we would not think
God is very lov ing or kind. Our per -
cep tion of God’s love for us de pends
upon the value of the gift which He
gave up for us.

John 3:16 is very spe cific as to what 
God gave up. God gave up His Son.
Not just any son, but His only-be got ten 
Son. Not a son by cre ation as were the 
an gels, nor a son by adop tion, as is re -
deemed man kind, but a Son be got ten
in the ex press im age of His Fa ther’s
per son. God loves us so much that He
was will ing to give up ev ery thing for
us, and this was proven by the fact that 
He gave up that which was most dear
to Him, His only-be got ten Son. “He
that spared not his own Son, but de liv -
ered him up for us all, how shall he not
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with him also freely give us all things?”
(Romans 8:32)

This gift was given to re deem man -
kind, yet there are many who will not
ac cept this free gift as their own. This
is very sad, since this verse makes it
clear that those who do not “be lieve in 
Him” will lose out on ev er last ing life.
Those who do not have ev er last ing
life will per ish. The op po site of ev er -
last ing life is ev er last ing death.

“But the wicked shall per ish, and
the en e mies of the LORD shall be as
the fat of lambs: they shall con sume;
into smoke shall they con sume
away.” (Psalm 37:20) The Bi ble tells
us that the wicked shall con sume
away into smoke. God does not have
any plea sure in see ing those whom
He loves per ish. “As I live, saith the
Lord GOD, I have no plea sure in the
death of the wicked; but that the
wicked turn from his way and live: turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for
why will ye die?” (Ezekiel 33:11) My
friend, if you have not yet given your
life to the Lord, please, be fore it is too
late, ask Je sus to come into your
heart and He will not re ject you, for He 
said, “him that com eth to me I will in
no wise cast out.” (John 6:37)

“For, be hold, the day com eth, that
shall burn as an oven; and all the
proud, yea, and all that do wick edly,
shall be stub ble: and the day that
com eth shall burn them up saith the
LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them
nei ther root nor branch. But unto you
that fear my name shall the Sun of
righ teous ness arise with heal ing in
His wings; and ye shall go forth, and
grow up as calves of the stall. And ye
shall tread down the wicked; for they
shall be ashes un der the soles of your 

feet in the day that I shall do this, saith 
the LORD of hosts.” (Malachi 4:1-3)

There will be a day when the
wicked shall be burnt up, and they will 
be come ashes. “For yet a lit tle while,
and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou
shalt dil i gently con sider his place, and 
it shall not be.” (Psalm 37:10)

“The tri umph ing of the wicked is
short, and the joy of the hyp o crite but
for a mo ment? Though his ex cel lency
mount up to the heav ens, and his
head reach unto the clouds; Yet he
shall per ish for ever like his own dung:
they which have seen him shall say,
Where is he? He shall fly away as a
dream, and shall not be found: yea, he
shall be chased away as a vi sion of the 
night. The eye also which saw him
shall see him no more; nei ther shall his 
place any more be hold him.” (Job
20:5-9) The wicked shall per ish for -
ever, but the righ teous will live for ever.

“Let the sin ners be con sumed out
of the earth, and let the wicked be no
more. Bless thou the LORD, O my
soul. Praise ye the LORD.” (Psalm
104:35) There will be a time when the
wicked will not be—any where. They
will all be de stroyed, and they will be
as though they had not been. “For as
ye have drunk upon my holy moun -
tain, so shall all the hea then drink
con tin u ally, yea, they shall drink, and
they shall swal low down, and they
shall be as though they had not
been.” (Obadiah 1:16) This is the
most mer ci ful thing a lov ing God
could do for those who re bel against
Him and His gov ern ment.

The very words of Christ speak this 
same truth. “And fear not them which
kill the body, but are not able to kill the 
soul: but rather fear Him which is able
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to de stroy both soul and body in hell.”
(Mat thew 10:28) Christ says that hell
(Greek: Ge hen na) will de stroy both
soul and body. There will not be soul
or body that re mains burn ing for ever
and ever. “Be hold, all souls are mine;
as the soul of the fa ther, so also the
soul of the son is mine: the soul that
sinneth, it shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:4)
This is not talk ing about the first death 
that we are most ac quainted with, but
of the sec ond death, spo ken of in
Rev e la tion 20.

How complete will be
the destruction of the wicked?

We need only to look at the ex am -
ple the Bi ble has given us. “Even as
Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cit ies
about them in like man ner, giv ing
them selves over to for ni ca tion, and
go ing af ter strange flesh, are set forth
for an ex am ple, suf fer ing the ven -
geance of eter nal fire.” (Jude 1:7)

If we want to know what the ven -
geance of eter nal fire is, then all we
must do is look at Sodom and
Gomorrha. These cit ies were de -
stroyed with fire out of heaven. Are
they still burn ing? No! Sodom and
Gomorrha are ex am ples given us for
the ven geance of eter nal fire.

“And turn ing the cit ies of Sodom
and Gomorrha into ashes con -
demned them with an over throw,
mak ing them an ensample unto those 
that af ter should live un godly.” (2 Pe -
ter 2:6) Sodom and Gomorrha were
turned into ashes. This, as we have
al ready seen, is what the Bi ble says
will be come of the wicked.

Sa tan, the leader of the wicked, will 
also be turned into ashes. We read
about this in Ezekiel 28. “Thou hast

been in Eden the gar den of God;…
Thou art the anointed cherub that
covereth [Lu ci fer]; and I have set thee 
so: thou wast upon the holy moun tain
of God; thou hast walked up and
down in the midst of the stones of fire.
Thou wast per fect in thy ways from
the day that thou wast cre ated, till in -
iq uity was found in thee.… thou hast
sinned: there fore I will cast thee as
pro fane out of the moun tain of God:
and I will de stroy thee, O cov er ing
cherub, from the midst of the stones
of fire. Thine heart was lifted up be -
cause of thy beauty, thou hast cor -
rupted thy wis dom by rea son of thy
bright ness: I will cast thee to the
ground, I will lay thee be fore kings,
that they may be hold thee.

“Thou hast de filed thy sanc tu ar ies
by the mul ti tude of thine in iq ui ties, by
the in iq uity of thy traffick; there fore
will I bring forth a fire from the midst of
thee, it shall de vour thee, and I will
bring thee to ashes upon the earth in
the sight of all them that be hold thee.
All they that know thee among the
peo ple shall be as ton ished at thee:
thou shalt be a ter ror, and never shalt
thou be any more.” (Ezekiel 28:13-19)

Surely if hell were to last for ever
and ever, Sa tan would be there as
well, but here we see that Sa tan will
be de stroyed. God says He will burn
Sa tan up and turn him into ashes;
never shall he be any more. Sa tan will
be de stroyed along with all those who
have re jected God’s sal va tion. Never
shall they be any more. They shall be
as though they had not been.

“And this shall be the plague
where with the LORD will smite all the
peo ple that have fought against Je ru -
sa lem; Their flesh shall con sume
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away while they stand upon their feet, 
and their eyes shall con sume away in
their holes, and their tongue shall
con sume away in their mouth.” (Zech -
a riah 14:12) Here is the sad re ward of 
the wicked: the Lord will rain fire upon
them, and they shall be burned up.

“Be hold, they shall be as stub ble;
the fire shall burn them; they shall not
de liver them selves from the power of
the flame: there shall not be a coal to
warm at, nor fire to sit be fore it.” (Isa iah 
47:14) The fire shall burn the wicked;
they shall not be able to de liver them -
selves from the power of the flame.
And when it is all over, there shall not
even be a coal to warm at or a fire to sit 
by, be cause they will be turned into
ashes and burned up com pletely.

“And the de struc tion of the trans -
gres sors and of the sin ners shall be to -
gether, and they that for sake the LORD

shall be con sumed [to come to an
end, van ish, per ish, be de stroyed*].”
(Isa iah 1:28) They that for sake the
LORD shall come to an end. They shall
van ish; they shall be ut terly de stroyed.

“And your tires shall be upon your
heads, and your shoes upon your
feet: ye shall not mourn nor weep; but
ye shall pine away [melt, van ish, dis -
solve*] for your in iq ui ties, and mourn
one to ward an other.” (Ezekiel 24:23)
The wicked will melt or dis solve away
for their in iq ui ties.

“In their heat I will make their
feasts, and I will make them drunken,
that they may re joice, and sleep a
per pet ual sleep, and not wake, saith
the LORD.” (Jer e miah 51:39) The
wicked will sleep a per pet ual sleep
and shall not awake. Those who die

the sec ond death will never awake
again for they shall be as though they
had not been.

“The Lord knoweth how to de liver
the godly out of temp ta tions, and to
re serve the un just unto the day of
judg ment to be pun ished.” (2 Pe ter
2:9) The Lord is re serv ing the un just
unto the day of judg ment to be pun -
ished. When are the wicked go ing to
be pun ished? Are they burn ing in hell
right now? The Bi ble says that they
are re served for the day that they will
be pun ished.

“The wicked is re served to the day
of de struc tion? they shall be brought
forth to the day of wrath.” (Job 21:30)
The wicked will be raised from the
dead for the day of their pun ish ment.
They are not be ing pun ished right
now.

“There shall be a res ur rec tion of
the dead, both of the just and un just.”
(Acts 24:15) If the dead are re ally
alive some where, what rea son would
there be for a res ur rec tion? Wil liam
Tyn dale raised the same ques tion.

Wil liam Tyn dale, the great Eng lish
Re former, who first trans lated and
pub lished the Bi ble in the Eng lish lan -
guage, had a writ ten con tro versy, in
1530, with Thomas More, called his
An swer to Thomas More’s Di a logue.
In this di a logue Tyn dale an swered
Thomas More in this way, “Ye in putt -
ing de parted souls in heaven, hell,
and pur ga tory, de stroy the ar gu ments 
where with Christ and Paul prove the
res ur rec tion.… If the souls be in
heaven, tell me why they be not in as
good a case as the an gels be? and
then what cause is there of a res ur -
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rec tion.” (Works of Wil liam Tyn dale,
Vol ume 2, pages 188, 189)

“Be hold, the righ teous shall be rec -
om pensed in the earth: much more
the wicked and the sin ner.” (Prov erbs
11:31) Both the righ teous and the
wicked will be rec om pensed, or re -
warded, in the earth. The righ teous
shall in herit the new earth, but the
wicked will be burned up in this earth
first.

When do the wicked re ceive their
pun ish ment? “But the rest of the dead 
lived not again un til the thou sand
years were fin ished [the wicked are
not raised from the dead un til the
thou sand years are fin ished].…
Blessed and holy is he that hath part
in the first res ur rec tion: on such the
sec ond death hath no power, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shall reign with Him a thou sand
years.” (Rev e la tion 20:5, 6) Those
who have part in the first res ur rec tion, 
the res ur rec tion of the just, shall not
suf fer the sec ond death.

When will the righteous be resurrected?
We have al ready seen, in Rev e la -

tion 20, that it will hap pen be fore the
thou sand years (mil len nium). “For the 
Lord Him self shall de scend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the arch an gel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first [this is the first res ur rec tion]:
Then we which are alive and re main
shall be caught up to gether with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17)

The res ur rec tion of the righ teous
takes place when the Lord re turns
from heaven, which will be very soon.

This marks the be gin ning of the thou -
sand years. Rev e la tion 20:5 says that 
the rest of the dead, or the wicked,
“lived not again un til the thou sand
years were fin ished.”

The sec ond res ur rec tion, the res -
ur rec tion of the wicked, will take place 
just af ter the thou sand years. Now
let’s read on to see what hap pens.
“And they went up on the breadth of
the earth, and com passed the camp
of the saints about, and the be loved
city: and fire came down from God out 
of heaven, and de voured them.”
(Rev e la tion 20:9) This is the sec ond
death that was talked about in verse
six. From this death there is no com -
ing back, for they shall be as though
they had not been.

This is when the earth shall melt
with fer vent heat and be de stroyed.
“Lift up your eyes to the heav ens, and
look upon the earth be neath: for the
heav ens shall van ish away like
smoke, and the earth shall wax old
like a gar ment, and they that dwell
therein shall die in like man ner: but
my sal va tion shall be for ever, and my 
righ teous ness shall not be abol -
ished.” (Isa iah 51:6)

“But the day of the Lord will come
as a thief in the night; in the which the
heav ens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the el e ments shall melt
with fer vent heat, the earth also and
the works that are therein shall be
burned up.

“See ing then that all these things
shall be dis solved, what man ner of
per sons ought ye to be in all holy con -
ver sa tion and god li ness, Look ing for
and hast ing unto the com ing of the
day of God, wherein the heav ens be -
ing on fire shall be dis solved, and the
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el e ments shall melt with fer vent heat? 
Nev er the less we, ac cord ing to His
prom ise, look for new heav ens and a
new earth, wherein dwelleth righ -
teous ness.” (2 Pe ter 3:10-13)

Af ter the wicked are de stroyed,
along with Sa tan, never to come back
to life again, God will make a new
heaven and a new earth. This new
heaven and new earth will be all that
the Gar den of Eden was and more.
God has pre pared many won der ful
things for His peo ple to en joy
through out eter nity. “Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, nei ther have en -
tered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath pre pared for them
that love him.” (1 Co rin thi ans 2:9)

“And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth: for the first heaven and the 
first earth were passed away; and
there was no more sea.” (Rev e la tion
21:1) “And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, nei ther sor row, nor 
cry ing, nei ther shall there be any
more pain: for the for mer things are
passed away.” (Rev e la tion 21:4)
There will not be, any where in God’s
uni verse, the slight est hint of pain or
sor row. There will not be a con tin ual
burn ing hell where peo ple are tor -
mented with out end, for the for mer
things are passed away.

The idea that God takes plea sure
in watch ing the wicked burn con tin u -
ally is a false teach ing that has
caused many peo ple to look upon
God as an un kind ty rant, even worse
than Hit ler. This false doc trine has its
or i gin with Sa tan, who first said, “Ye
shall not surely die.” The Bi ble no -
where states that man has an im mor -
tal soul for he never ate of the tree of

life af ter sin ning, which would have al -
lowed him to have eter nal life.

We are be com ing like the God
whom we be hold. If we are be hold ing
a God who is pleased to see the crea -
tures whom He has made suf fer with -
out end, then we will ac quire the
same type of char ac ter. But this is far
from the true char ac ter of God, for the 
Bi ble clearly states, “As I live, saith
the Lord GOD, I have no plea sure in
the death of the wicked; but that the
wicked turn from his way and live: turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for
why will ye die, O house of Is rael?”
(Ezekiel 33:11) God has no plea sure
in the death of the wicked.

Answering some objections
Let us now look at some of the

verses that are com monly brought out 
to seem ingly prove that the wicked
will burn for ever with no end.

“And the smoke of their tor ment
ascendeth up for ever and ever: and
they have no rest day nor night, who
wor ship the beast and his im age, and
who so ever receiveth the mark of his
name.” (Rev e la tion 14:11) This is al -
most a di rect quote from Isa iah. “It
shall not be quenched night nor day;
the smoke thereof shall go up for ever:
from gen er a tion to gen er a tion it shall
lie waste; none shall pass through it for 
ever and ever.” (Isa iah 34:10)

These peo ple who are tor mented
day and night, and their fire shall not
be quenched, are the same peo ple
talked about in Isa iah 47:14. “Be hold,
they shall be as stub ble; the fire shall
burn them; they shall not de liver
them selves from the power of the
flame: there shall not be a coal to
warm at, nor fire to sit be fore it.” (Isa -
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iah 47:14) When a fire is quenched, it
is put out, ei ther by wa ter or by some
other method. This fire will not be
quenched. It will not be de lib er ately
put out, and if those suf fer ing from it
would try to put it out, they could not.
The fire will con sume them. But as
you can see, “there shall not be a coal 
to warm at” when it is all over.

The term “for ever” is used quite of -
ten in the Bi ble, and I would like to
share just a cou ple of places where it
means, “un til it is fin ished.” “Then his
mas ter shall bring him unto the
judges; he shall also bring him to the
door, or unto the door post; and his
mas ter shall bore his ear through with
an aul; and he shall serve him for
ever.” (Ex o dus 21:6)

This verse is talk ing about a ser vant 
who de cides to serve his mas ter for
the rest of his life. The way the term
“for ever” is used here, cer tainly does
not mean that there will be no end to it,
but it does mean that the ser vant will
serve his earthly mas ter for the rest of
the days of his life on this earth.

Here is an other ex am ple of this us -
age of the term “for ever:” “But Hannah 
went not up; for she said unto her hus -
band, I will not go up un til the child be
weaned, and then I will bring him, that
he may ap pear be fore the LORD, and
there abide for ever.” (1 Sam uel 1:22)
“There fore also I have lent him to the
LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be
lent to the LORD. And he wor shipped
the LORD there.” (1 Sam uel 1:28) The
term “for ever” is used to mean “as
long as he liveth.”

So when the smoke of their tor ment
goes up for ever, it goes up for as long
as they live, for they shall be con -
sumed. This is how the term “for ever”

is used in the Bi ble; it does not al ways
mean “with out end.” The Bi ble never
con tra dicts it self. Many times it may
seem to con tra dict it self, but the Scrip -
tures can be har mo nized if they are
searched dil i gently with out over look -
ing any por tion on the sub ject and if
you have the guid ance of God’s Spirit.

“Where fore if thy hand or thy foot
of fend thee, cut them off, and cast
them from thee: it is better for thee to
en ter into life halt or maimed, rather
than hav ing two hands or two feet to
be cast into ev er last ing fire.” (Mat -
thew 18:8)

We have al ready seen that Sodom
and Gomorrha suf fered the ven -
geance of eter nal fire, or ev er last ing
fire. What hap pened to them? They
were burned up with fire and brim -
stone. This then is what ev er last ing
fire is, it is be ing burned up, and the
re sults are ev er last ing, for never shall 
they be alive again.

The same goes for the other verses 
that use “ev er last ing pun ish ment”
(Mat thew 25:46), “ev er last ing de -
struc tion” (2 Thessalonians 1:9), “ev -
er last ing burn ings” (Isa iah 33:14),
“eter nal dam na tion” (Mark 3:29), and
“eter nal judg ment” (He brews 6:2).

“So shall it be at the end of the
world: the an gels shall come forth,
and sever the wicked from among the
just, And shall cast them into the fur -
nace of fire: there shall be wail ing and 
gnash ing of teeth.” (Mat thew 13:49,
50) In hell fire there shall be wail ing
and gnash ing of teeth.

“The wicked shall see it, and be
grieved; he shall gnash with his teeth,
and melt away: the de sire of the
wicked shall per ish.” (Psalm 112:10)
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The wicked will gnash with his teeth
and melt away, he will be de stroyed.

Their worm dieth not
An other verse that is used to try to

prove that the wicked will burn for ever 
with out end, is Isa iah 66:24. “And
they shall go forth, and look upon the
car cases of the men that have trans -
gressed against me: for their worm
shall not die, nei ther shall their fire be
quenched; and they shall be an ab -
hor ring unto all flesh.” (Isa iah 66:24)

Many peo ple falsely in ter pret this
to mean that their soul will not die.
This could not be what it is re fer ring to 
be cause the word of God says, “The
soul that sinneth, it shall die.” (Ezekiel 
18:20) Cer tainly the soul of the
wicked will die. There fore the words,
“their worm dieth not” could not pos si -
bly be re fer ring to the soul.

“Drought and heat con sume the
snow wa ters: so doth the grave those
which have sinned. The womb shall
for get him; the worm shall feed
sweetly on him; he shall be no more
re mem bered; and wick ed ness shall
be bro ken as a tree.” (Job 24:19, 20)
The worm is a creep ing thing that
feeds upon dead bod ies. The worm
that dieth not is re fer ring to worms
feed ing upon the wicked, not the soul
of the wicked.

“Be hold, the whirl wind of the LORD

goeth forth with fury, a con tin u ing
whirl wind: it shall fall with pain upon
the head of the wicked. The fierce an -
ger of the LORD shall not re turn, un til
He have done it, and un til He have
per formed the in tents of His heart: in
the lat ter days ye shall con sider it.”
(Jer e miah 30:23, 24)

The fierce an ger of the LORD shall
not re turn un til He has done what He
has planned. His an ger will go out and 
fall with great pain upon the head of
the wicked, but His an ger will re turn
af ter the wicked are de stroyed. This is 
known as the strange act of God. “For 
the LORD shall rise up as in mount
Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the
val ley of Gibeon, that he may do his
work, his strange work; and bring to
pass his act, his strange act.” (Isa iah
28:21)

The most im por tant as pect of our
know ing what the Bi ble says about
the de struc tion of the wicked in con -
trast to the widely ac cepted the ory, is
that our per cep tion of God’s char ac -
ter is af fected by how we per ceive His 
ac tions. What ever view we have of
God’s char ac ter is what our own char -
ac ters will be “changed into.” “But we
all, with open face be hold ing as in a
glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same im age from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord.” (2 Co rin thi ans 3:18)

Sup pose a fif teen-year-old boy gets 
drunk one night and steals his fa ther’s
car and wrecks it. If the fa ther of that
boy would tor ment him with fire for one 
week, we would say that man is cruel.
Sup pose the fa ther tor mented him for
one year. Surely we would say that
this pun ish ment is far too se vere for
the acts that were com mit ted. Now
sup pose the same young boy, did the
same thing, but in stead of liv ing
through it, he died in the ac ci dent. Do
you sup pose God will take that young
boy and tor ment him for bil lions and
bil lions of years? This would be down -
right cruel. More cruel than the worst
crim i nal who has ever lived.
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We will be changed into our per -
cep tion of God’s char ac ter. Think
about it! If a young boy at the age of
fif teen, af ter tak ing his fa ther’s car for
a joy ride while in tox i cated, runs into a 
tree and dies, would it be mer ci ful and 
just to burn him for ever and ever with
no end? Then an other man who has
be come a hard ened crim i nal, af ter
mur der ing many peo ple, and com mit -
ting many other crimes, fi nally gets
shot to death. Should this man re -
ceive the same pun ish ment as the fif -
teen-year-old boy? It would be quite
un fair to the young boy if the other
would re ceive the same pun ish ment.
Je sus said, “And that ser vant, which
knew his lord’s will, and pre pared not
him self, nei ther did ac cord ing to his
will, shall be beaten with many
stripes. But he that knew not, and did
com mit things wor thy of stripes, shall
be beaten with few stripes.” (Luke
12:47, 48)

Not only that, is it fair to tor ture
some one for mil lions of years for sins
that may have taken only fif teen years 
to com mit? This surely sounds un fair
to me. With this per cep tion of God, we 
see Him as un fair, and ac cord ingly
we feel jus ti fied in be ing un fair as
well. The Scrip ture tells us that God is 
just and mer ci ful and He treats us
better than we de serve.

“Know there fore that God exacteth
of thee less than thine in iq uity
deserveth.” (Job 11:6) God gives us
less than our in iq ui ties de serve. This
surely would not be the case if God
would tor ture the wicked for mil lions
of years.

“And af ter all that is come upon us
for our evil deeds, and for our great
tres pass, see ing that thou our God

hast pun ished us less than our in iq ui -
ties de serve.” (Ezra 9:13) “He hath
not dealt with us af ter our sins; nor re -
warded us ac cord ing to our in iq ui -
ties.” (Psalm 103:10)

Our God is a mer ci ful and lov ing
God. He does not take plea sure in the 
death of the wicked; but is great in
mercy. God does the best thing He
can do for the wicked who have de ter -
mined to re ject His free gift of sal va -
tion. He al lows them to be as though
they had not been. True, some will
suf fer more than oth ers, and some
will suf fer lon ger than oth ers, but they
will all have an end. God “will ren der
to ev ery man ac cord ing to his deeds.”
(Romans 2:6)

I en cour age each one of you to
study ev ery thing out in the Bi ble, so
you can know for sure what God says
about any sub ject. “Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good.”
(1 Thessalonians 5:21) Let us be like
the no ble Bereans who “re ceived the
word with all readi ness of mind, and
searched the scrip tures daily, whether 
those things were so.” (Acts 17:11) Do 
not ac cept my words, or any other
man’s words as the fi nal au thor ity for
what the Bi ble teaches on a sub ject,
but go di rectly to the source of all truth. 
Je sus said, “Sanc tify them through thy 
truth: thy word is truth.” (John 17:17)
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