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Heresies Among You
 by Lynnford Beachy

Paul made an as tound ing state -
ment when he wrote: “For there
must be also her e sies among you,
that they which are ap proved may
be made man i fest among you”
(1 Corinthians 11:19). It seems
strange that Paul would men tion
her e sies among us as some thing
that can have pos i tive re sults. Her -
e sies are gen er ally con sid ered
some thing to avoid. The Thayer’s
Greek Lex i con de fines her e sies as,
“a body of men fol low ing their
own ten ets (sect or party), dis sen -
sions aris ing from di ver sity of
opin ions and aims.”

One Eng lish dic tio nary de fines
her esy as “An opin ion or a doc trine 
at vari ance with es tab lished re li -
gious be liefs, es pe cially dis sen sion 
from or de nial of Ro man Cath o lic
dogma by a pro fessed be liever or
bap tized church mem ber. b. Ad -
her ence to such dis sent ing opin ion
or doc trine” (The Amer i can Her i -
tage® Dic tio nary of the Eng lish
Lan guage, Third Edi tion).

There is an ever in creas ing
num ber of her e sies go ing around.
As a trav el ing min is ter I en coun ter 
a large va ri ety of strange teach -
ings, some of which are so strange
and unbiblical it is amaz ing that

any one would be lieve them. We
must be able to dis tin guish be -
tween what is truly he ret i cal and
what is bib li cal.

Warning Against False
Prophets

Je sus said, “Many false proph -
ets shall rise, and shall de ceive
many” (Mat thew 24:11). Paul
warned, “For I know this, that af ter
my de part ing shall griev ous
wolves en ter in among you, not
spar ing the flock. Also of your own 
selves shall men arise, speak ing
per verse things, to draw away dis -
ci ples af ter them” (Acts 20:29, 30).

Paul proph e sied, “For the time
will come when they will not en -
dure sound doc trine; but af ter their
own lusts shall they heap to them -
selves teach ers, hav ing itch ing
ears” (2 Tim o thy 4:3).

John ad mon ished, “Be loved,
be lieve not ev ery spirit, but try the
spir its whether they are of God: be -
cause many false proph ets are gone 
out into the world” (1 John 4:1).

With all this coun sel and warn -
ing we can see the ne ces sity of
care fully study ing the Bi ble for
our selves, and never tak ing any
man’s word for what is truth. We
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must de mand a plain, “Thus saith
the Lord” to sup port ev ery thing we 
be lieve as truth.

Study to Shew Thyself
Approved

Paul said there must be her e sies
among you, and the rea son given is
so that “they which are ap proved
may be made man i fest among you” 
(1 Co rin thi ans 11:19). In an other
let ter Paul ex plains how a per son
can be “ap proved.” He ad mon -
ished, “Study to shew thy self ap -
proved unto God, a work man that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
di vid ing the word of truth” (2 Tim -
o thy 2:15). To be ap proved we
must dil i gently study the Bi ble and
rightly di vide the word of truth.
This im plies that there is a wrong
way to di vide the word of truth, and 
wrongly di vid ing it will make us
un ap proved.

One ef fect of her e sies is that
they cause peo ple to study the Bi -
ble. This pro cess re veals who is re -
ally study ing cor rectly, and who is
just blindly fol low ing what oth ers
are say ing. Friends, we need to
study for our selves to not only
know the truth but to know for sure
that it is truth be cause we have read 
it for our selves.

The book of Acts re cords one of 
Paul’s vis its where he found some
dil i gent Bi ble stu dents. “And the
breth ren im me di ately sent away
Paul and Silas by night unto Berea:
who com ing thither went into the

syn a gogue of the Jews. These were 
more no ble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they re ceived
the word with all readi ness of
mind, and searched the scrip tures
daily, whether those things were
so. There fore many of them be -
lieved; also of hon our able women
which were Greeks, and of men,
not a few” (Acts 17:10-12).

The breth ren in Berea heard
some new things and re ceived the
word with an open mind, but they
were not con tent to take Paul’s
word for it. They wanted to know if 
he was tell ing the truth so they
stud ied the Bi ble daily to see if
those things were so. They took se -
ri ously the coun sel, “To the law
and to the tes ti mony: if they speak
not ac cord ing to this word, it is be -
cause there is no light in them”
(Isa iah 8:20).

Paul con trasted these breth ren
with those in Thessalonica who ev -
i dently did not study to see if those
things were so. There is a dan ger in
this lazy ap proach to Bi ble study,
for there are two sides of the ditch
we can fall into if we do not study
for our selves. We could be in dan -
ger of re ject ing the truth be cause
we were not able to rec og nize it as
truth, and were un will ing to study
to see if it is truth. We could also
blindly ac cept false doc trines as if
they were truth, not re al iz ing that
the Bi ble does not teach those
things. There is an other dan ger not
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as eas ily no ticed. We may ac cept
the truth, but do so only be cause re -
spected men or women are ad vo -
cat ing it. If I came to you and told
you the truth about the Bi ble and
you be lieve it with out check ing it
out for your self, then your faith in
the truth can not be very strong. All
Sa tan has to do is con vince you that 
my word is not re li able, and then
you are likely to re ject the truth. Do 
not take my word for any thing. I
am just a hu man like you, sub ject
to mis takes. The great est theo lo -
gians in the world, men who are re -
spected for their in sights and pi ety,
have been wrong many times.

Study ing for our selves is an es -
sen tial as pect of our Chris tian ex -
pe ri ence. We can not trust what
oth ers say, for many will tell us lies 
about the Bi ble. Most of the time
these lies are not in ten tional, they
are just re peat ing what some one
told them about the Bi ble. Yet a lie
is dan ger ous whether it is in ten -
tional or not and ev ery teach ing re -
quires dil i gent study so that we can
know what is truth.

Paul de sired that we come to the 
full knowl edge of Christ “That we
hence forth be no more chil dren,
tossed to and fro, and car ried about
with ev ery wind of doc trine, by the
sleight of men, and cun ning craft i -
ness, whereby they lie in wait to
de ceive” (Ephe sians 4:14).

Paul said that the rea son her e -
sies must ex ist among us is so that

it will cause us to study the Bi ble.
Yet, her e sies can have a dam ag ing
ef fect, es pe cially on those who do
not study the Bi ble, for they are in
dan ger of re ceiv ing “dam na ble
her e sies.”

Pe ter warned us: “But there
were false proph ets also among the
peo ple, even as there shall be false
teach ers among you, who priv ily
shall bring in dam na ble her e sies,
even de ny ing the Lord that bought
them, and bring upon them selves
swift de struc tion. And many shall
fol low their per ni cious ways; by
rea son of whom the way of truth
shall be evil spo ken of. And
through cov et ous ness shall they
with feigned words make mer chan -
dise of you: whose judg ment now
of a long time lingereth not, and
their dam na tion slumbereth not”
(2 Peter 2:1-3).

We have been warned that false
teach ers will come among us se -
cretly bring ing in dam na ble her e -
sies. Many shall fol low these
her e sies, and the way of truth will
be evil spo ken of by those who fol -
low these her e sies.

Judging by Numbers

Some peo ple have a ten dency to 
de ter mine the truth ful ness of a doc -
trine based upon the num ber of
peo ple who ad here to it. These of -
ten will judge a doc trine un truth ful
if only a few be lieve it and the ma -
jor ity speak against it. Keep in
mind that just be cause many
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peo ple speak against a mes sage, it
is not proof that it is truly a her esy.
Dur ing the time of the early Chris -
tian church, the Chris tian faith was
not widely ac cepted, and it was
con sid ered a her esy. Sev eral Jews
con fessed to Paul, “But we de sire
to hear of thee what thou thinkest:
for as con cern ing this sect [Greek:
hairesis or “her e sies”], we know
that ev ery where it is spo ken
against” (Acts 28:22).

The ma jor ity of the pro fessed
fol low ers of God spoke evil
against the Chris tian faith for
many years. We can not judge a
teach ing solely be cause the ma jor -
ity ac cept it or re ject it. Of ten the
truth is not ac cepted by the ma jor -
ity. Je sus Him self said, “Strait is
the gate, and nar row is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it” (Mat thew
7:14).

When the Jews ac cused Paul of
bring ing in strange doc trines he
told the Ro man au thor i ties, “But
this I con fess unto thee, that af ter
the way which they call her esy, so
wor ship I the God of my fa thers,
be liev ing all things which are writ -
ten in the law and in the proph ets”
(Acts 24:14). Just be cause the ma -
jor ity of Chris tians think that the
way you wor ship God is her esy
does not mean that it is he ret i cal. In 
fact, if you are wor ship ing God
cor rectly, it is likely that many will
call you a her e tic. But the only

thing that truly mat ters is what God 
thinks about it.

Paul’s ac cus ers said of him,
“For we have found this man a pes -
ti lent fel low, and a mover of se di -
tion among all the Jews through out
the world, and a ring leader of the
sect [Greek: her e sies] of the
Nazarenes” (Acts 24:5).

Even though Paul’s mes sage
was called a her esy, and was ev ery -
where spo ken against, it was vi tal
truth. We can not judge a doc trine
by the num ber of its ad her ents.

Judging by Miracles
Some peo ple have a ten dency to 

de ter mine the truth ful ness of a doc -
trine by whether or not mir a cles at -
tend its preach ing. Yet, this is not a
sure sign ei ther. Je sus warned, “For 
there shall arise false Christs, and
false proph ets, and shall shew great 
signs and won ders; in so much that,
if it were pos si ble, they shall de -
ceive the very elect” (Mat thew
24:24). Some of the great est signs
and won ders will be per formed by
false proph ets. This is a tool of Sa -
tan to con vince peo ple to be lieve
false doc trines.

Re mem ber, Sa tan can per form
mir a cles. The Bi ble tells us about a
beast power that “deceiveth them
that dwell on the earth by the
means of those mir a cles which he
had power to do in the sight of the
beast” (Rev e la tion 13:14).

Je sus said that when He co mes
to save His peo ple from this earth,
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“Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not proph e -
sied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out dev ils? and in thy
name done many won der ful
works? And then will I pro fess
unto them, I never knew you: de -
part from me, ye that work in iq -
uity” (Mat thew 7:22, 23).

To day, there are tele vi sion
evan ge lists who ap pear to per form
mir a cles be fore large crowds. Of -
ten these evan ge lists touch a per -
son and they fall down on the
ground shak ing, or they just raise
their hand to ward a per son or group 
of peo ple and they all fall down
shak ing. Many peo ple sup pose that 
this means the evan ge lists are tell -
ing the truth. Yet, there is not a sin -
gle in stance of any thing like this
hap pen ing in the Bi ble. In the Bi ble 
when a per son was healed they rose 
to their feet and walked or be gan to
see af ter be ing blind, or were vis i -
bly healed of lep rosy, etc. There is
no re cord of any one be ing healed
and then fall ing on the ground
shak ing.

We can not judge a doc trine by
whether it is at tended by mir a cles,
for Sa tan can per form mir a cles
also.

Judging by Godliness

Many peo ple judge a doc trine’s
va lid ity by whether those pro mot -
ing it are godly or not. Sup port for
this method is some times drawn
from Christ’s words, “By their

fruits ye shall know them” (Mat -
thew 7:20). Yet, even this method
can leave a per son mis taken, for
Paul warned against, “false apos -
tles, de ceit ful work ers, trans form -
ing them selves into the apos tles of
Christ. And no mar vel; for Sa tan
him self is trans formed into an an -
gel of light. There fore it is no great
thing if his min is ters also be trans -
formed as the min is ters of righ -
teous ness; whose end shall be
ac cord ing to their works” (2 Co rin -
thi ans 11:13-15).

Sa tan’s min is ters can mas quer -
ade as min is ters of righ teous ness,
so we can be mis taken if we judge a 
doc trine true solely be cause those
pro mot ing it ap pear to be godly
peo ple. On the flip side to this,
there are some very un godly peo -
ple who be lieve the truth and even
add their voice in sup port of the
truth. Sa tan him self be lieves the
truth of the sin gu lar ity of God, yet
we can not trust him. James wrote,
“Thou believest that there is one
God; thou doest well: the dev ils
also be lieve, and trem ble” (James
2:19).

On one of Paul’s jour neys a
pos sessed woman fol lowed him
say ing, “These men are the ser -
vants of the most high God, which 
shew unto us the way of sal va -
tion” (Acts 16:17). This woman
was tell ing the truth about Paul
even though she was pos sessed
by a devil. This con tin ued for
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many days, and fi nally Paul
“turned and said to the spirit, I
com mand thee in the name of Je -
sus Christ to come out of her. And 
he came out the same hour” (Acts
16:18). This pos sessed woman
was teach ing the truth, but her
proc la ma tion of it was bring ing
the ap pear ance of har mony be -
tween Paul’s mes sage and her
work of sooth say ing. Many times
Sa tan has his agents pro claim the
truth so that he can spread lies
along with the truth.

So we can not de ter mine the
truth ful ness of a doc trine solely
based upon whether its pro mot ers
are godly or not.

The Only Sure Standard

There is only one sure stan dard
to de ter mine the truth ful ness of a
doc trine. “To the law and to the tes -
ti mony: if they speak not ac cord ing 
to this word, it is be cause there is
no light in them” (Isa iah 8:20). Ev -
ery thing must be com pared with
the Bi ble by prayer and study.
Only then can we be sure that we
be lieve the truth. Prayer is an im -
por tant el e ment in our Bi ble study.
When we open the Bi ble we should 
ask the Fa ther to guide us by His
Spirit so that we can un der stand
what we read. The Fa ther prom ised 
to send the Com forter and that
“when he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all
truth” (John 16:13).

A Lesson from My Experience
Early in my Chris tian ex pe ri -

ence I was faced with the im por -
tance of study ing for my self. When 
I was in the world I thought that
there were Chris tians and
non-Chris tians, and that Chris tians
gen er ally all be lieved the same
things. I was sur prised to find out
that there are a large va ri ety of be -
liefs among Chris tians. At first this
rev e la tion trou bled me a lot. It left
me won der ing what I should be -
lieve. I re al ized that if all of these
dif fer ent churches can not agree,
then I can not trust any one to tell
me the truth. In stead of giv ing up in 
dis gust, I was driven to study the
Bi ble dil i gently so that I could
know for my self what is truth.

As I look back on this ex pe ri -
ence I am thank ful for it. With out
it, I may not have taken the stand to
study the Bi ble so dil i gently. I can
see the truth ful ness of Paul’s
words, that her e sies must be among 
us so that we will study to show
our selves ap proved.

 A Challenge
Friends, what will her e sies do

for you? Will you study the Bi ble
for your self or will you let some -
one else do your study ing for you
and hope they have it right? If you
de cide not to study, who will you
choose to fol low? Be ware, for the
Bi ble says, “For the lead ers of this
peo ple cause them to err; and they
that are led of them are de stroyed”
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(Isa iah 9:16). We are coun seled,
“…put ye not con fi dence in a
guide…” (Mi cah 7:5). “If the blind
lead the blind, both shall fall into
the ditch” (Mat thew 15:14).

I pray that you will take Jude’s
chal lenge: “Be loved, when I gave
all dil i gence to write unto you of the 
com mon sal va tion, it was need ful
for me to write unto you, and ex hort
you that ye should ear nestly con -
tend for the faith which was once
de liv ered unto the saints. For there
are cer tain men crept in un awares,
who were be fore of old or dained to
this con dem na tion, un godly men,
turn ing the grace of our God into
las civ i ous ness, and de ny ing the
only Lord God, and our Lord Je sus
Christ” (Jude 1:3, 4).

I would like to leave you with a
chal lenge to study a few things out
for your self, and search the scrip -
tures daily to see if these things are
so. The first is a doc trine that has
the po ten tial of “de ny ing the Lord
God, and our Lord Je sus Christ.” I
chal lenge you to study the Bi ble to
find out if the trin ity doc trine is
true or not. Is God re ally three per -
sons in one God? The Bi ble has the

an swer to this ques tion. I chal lenge 
you to find it.

Sec ondly, I en cour age you to
study the Bi ble to see which day is
the Sab bath. This has been a key
sign of God’s peo ple since He cre -
ated the Sab bath over 6,000 years
ago.

Thirdly, please study the Bi ble
to find out what hap pens af ter
death. Are the dead still alive
some where or are they sleep ing?

Fourthly, in your study, search
the Scrip tures and rightly di vide
the word of truth to see if the hu -
man soul is im mor tal, or can it die?

The an swers to all of these ques -
tions are found in the Bi ble, and
now the ball is in your court. Will
you take the chal lenge and study
these things out for your self? Or
will you suc cumb to peer pres sure
and take it for granted that the ma -
jor ity must have it right when it co -
mes to these doc trines?

Don’t be afraid to stand against
the tide with Paul and con fess that
the way which they call her esy is
the way that you wor ship God.

May God guide and bless you as 
you con sider these things.
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