
The Millennium

2 Peter 1:12

Dear Readers, October 1999

“Unto the church… which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from
God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our
prayers.” (1 Thessalonians 1:1) The camp meeting in southern Illinois was a great success. It was the best camp
meeting I have ever attended. If you missed it, you really missed out on many blessings. The messages were very
pointed, prompting us to go further in our Christian experience. I pray that you will be able to come to the next camp
meeting. I would like to personally thank each of you who came—it wouldn’t have been the same without you.

by Lynnford Beachy

There are sev eral dif fer ent views Chris tians hold
re gard ing the mil len nium. Many be lieve that dur ing
the mil len nium this earth will en joy a time of peace,
when peo ple will live in a world where there is no
blood shed, steal ing, ly ing, etc., and where Christ Him -
self will be the vis i ble King on the earth. Oth ers be lieve 
that dur ing the thou sand years there will not be any one
alive upon this earth and God’s peo ple will be in
heaven.

There are also sev eral dif fer ent views about the
events that lead up to the mil len nium. Many be lieve
there will be a seven-year pe riod of per se cu tion just
prior to the mil len nium. Some of these Chris tians be -
lieve that all Chris tians will be se cretly raptured out of
the world at the be gin ning of this seven-year pe riod,
while oth ers be lieve that Chris tians will be se cretly
raptured in the mid dle of this seven-year pe riod. There
are still oth ers who be lieve that Chris tians will be
raptured at the end of this seven-year pe riod—not se -
cretly, but openly for ev ery eye to see.

With so many dif fer ent ideas about the mil len nium
how can we know for sure which one is true? We need
only to look at the plain Bi ble ev i dence to find the an -
swer. The pur pose of this ar ti cle is to ex am ine what the
Bi ble says about these sub jects.

The word “mil len nium” is used in ref er ence to a
time pe riod of one thou sand years. This word is not
found in the Bi ble; how ever the Bi ble does use the term 
“thou sand years” in nine sep a rate verses. They are as
fol lows: Psalm 90:4; Ec cle si as tes 6:6; 2 Pe ter 3:8; &
Rev e la tion 20:2-7. The first three verses have noth ing
to do with an ac tual time pe riod that will oc cur. The
only place in the en tire Bi ble where we can find ref er -
ence to a thou sand year time pe riod that will ac tu ally
oc cur is in Rev e la tion chap ter twenty.

If we wish to find out what events take place just
prior to the mil len nium, dur ing the mil len nium, and at
the close of the mil len nium, we must look at the twen ti -
eth chap ter of Rev e la tion. This truly is the only place
where we can come to a Bib li cal un der stand ing of this
mil len nium. There are other verses in the Bi ble that de -
scribe events that will oc cur dur ing, just prior to, and
af ter the mil len nium, but none of these verses lay out
the con sec u tive events sur round ing the mil len nium as
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well as Rev e la tion chap ter twenty. Let us look at this
chap ter and find out for sure what the Bi ble says about
the mil len nium.

Verses 1-3 read as fol lows: “And I saw an an gel
come down from heaven, hav ing the key of the bot tom -
less pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold
on the dragon, that old ser pent, which is the Devil, and
Sa tan, and bound him a thou sand years, And cast him
into the bot tom less pit, and shut him up, and set a seal
upon him, that he should de ceive the na tions no more,
till the thou sand years should be ful filled: and af ter
that he must be loosed a lit tle sea son.” (Rev e la tion
20:1-3) It is quite un likely that these verses re fer to a
lit eral chain for a cou ple of rea sons. As we all know,
the book of Rev e la tion uses more sym bols than any
other book in the Bi ble. Also, it is not pos si ble to use a
lit eral chain to bind a spir i tual be ing who is ca pa ble of
walk ing through walls. For these rea sons, and the con -
text, I un der stand this chain to re fer to a chain of cir -
cum stances binding Sa tan for a thou sand years,
keep ing him from de ceiv ing any one.

No tice that these verses dem on strate that dur ing
the thou sand years Sa tan is not able to de ceive any one,
but af ter the thou sand years are over he will be able to
de ceive peo ple again for a short time. Keep this in
mind as we ex am ine the re main ing verses.

Verse 4 reads: “And I saw thrones, and they sat
upon them, and judg ment was given unto them: and I
saw the souls of them that were be headed for the wit -
ness of Je sus, and for the word of God, and which had
not worshipped the beast, nei ther his im age, nei ther
had re ceived his mark upon their fore heads, or in their
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thou -
sand years.” This verse is ob vi ously re fer ring to righ -
teous peo ple. It says very clearly that they will live
dur ing the thou sand year pe riod. It also states that judg -
ment was given unto them. What type of judg ment?

Judgment of the wicked
Paul wrote, “Do ye not know that the saints shall

judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you,
are ye un wor thy to judge the small est mat ters? Know
ye not that we shall judge an gels? how much more
things that per tain to this life?” (1 Co rin thi ans 6:2, 3)
Paul tells us that the saints will judge the world and the
evil an gels. It is ob vi ous that the saints will not judge
the righ teous, for the righ teous will al ready have been
judged by the time the Lord co mes to take His chil dren
to heaven. Dur ing the thou sand years the righ teous will 
be alive, judg ing the wicked and the fallen an gels.

John con tin ues, “But the rest of the dead lived not
again un til the thou sand years were fin ished.…” (Rev -
e la tion 20:5) The phrase, “the rest of the dead” ob vi -
ously re fers to the wicked, for the righ teous are said to
be alive dur ing this time. Dur ing the thou sand years the 
righ teous will be alive, but the wicked will not be liv -
ing. Let me take a mo ment to clar ify here. Ac cord ing to 
the Bi ble “the dead know not any thing.” (Ec cle si as tes
9:5) They are com pletely un con scious of the things go -
ing on around them. (Please re fer to the July, 1998 is -
sue of Pres ent Truth en ti tled “What the Bi ble says
about Hell”—avail able by con tact ing the ad dress at the 
end of this paper—for a thor ough Bi ble study on this
sub ject.)

Two resurrections
John con tin ues, “…This is the first res ur rec tion.

Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first res ur -
rec tion: on such the sec ond death hath no power, but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall
reign with him a thou sand years.” (Rev e la tion 20:5, 6)
Ac cord ing to the Bi ble there will be two res ur rec tions.
Paul said, “there shall be a res ur rec tion of the dead,
both of the just and un just.” (Acts 24:15) And Je sus
said, “Mar vel not at this: for the hour is com ing, in the
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto
the res ur rec tion of life; and they that have done evil,
unto the res ur rec tion of dam na tion.” (John 5:28, 29)

In Rev e la tion 20:5, 6 God informs us that the first
res ur rec tion will be the res ur rec tion of the righ teous,
for these are said to be “blessed and holy.” It is also
clear from these verses that the res ur rec tion of the righ -
teous takes place be fore the thou sand years, for those
who have part in it will live and reign with Christ dur -
ing this time, and that the res ur rec tion of the righ teous
marks the be gin ning of the mil len nium. Let us pin point 
ex actly when the res ur rec tion of the righ teous will take
place.

“For the Lord him self shall de scend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the arch an gel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: Then we which are alive and re main shall be
caught up to gether with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
(1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17) At the sec ond com ing of
Christ those who have died in Christ will rise
first—this is the first res ur rec tion—then we which are
alive and re main will be caught up with them in the
clouds to be with the Lord.
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Let us quickly sum ma rize what we have learned so
far. When Christ re turns all those who have died in
Christ will be raised from the dead com menc ing the
thou sand year mil len nium. Dur ing the mil len nium the
righ teous will be liv ing and reign ing with Christ. They
will be given judg ment to judge the wicked and the
fallen an gels dur ing this time. All the wicked will be
dead dur ing the mil len nium and Sa tan will be bound;
un able to de ceive any one. At the end of the mil len nium 
the wicked will be res ur rected from the dead. (See Rev -
e la tion 20:5.) At this time Sa tan will be loosed for a lit -
tle sea son.

Isa iah wrote con cern ing the wicked, “And they
shall be gath ered to gether, as pris on ers are gath ered
in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and af ter
many days shall they be vis ited.” (Isa iah 24:21, 22)
Dur ing the thou sand years Sa tan will be un able to de -
ceive any one, but af ter the wicked are raised from the
dead he is loosed to de ceive peo ple again. Who will he
de ceive? Ob vi ously not the righ teous for they are eter -
nally se cure, hav ing al ready ob tained im mor tal ity at
Christ’s sec ond com ing. (See 1 Co rin thi ans 15:51-53.)
Sa tan will de ceive the wicked who have just been
raised from the dead.

Be fore we look at the rest of the events that will oc -
cur af ter the mil len nium we need to look at a few verses 
about the New Je ru sa lem which will help us un der -
stand these events.

The New Jerusalem

John wrote, “And he car ried me away in the spirit
to a great and high moun tain, and shewed me that
great city, the holy Je ru sa lem, de scend ing out of
heaven from God.” (Rev e la tion 21:10) John saw the
New Je ru sa lem de scend from God to the earth. Who
was in the city? John wrote, “Blessed are they that do
his com mand ments, that they may have right to the tree 
of life, and may en ter in through the gates into the city.
For with out are dogs, and sor cer ers, and
whoremongers, and mur der ers, and idol a ters, and
who so ever loveth and maketh a lie.” (Rev e la tion
22:14, 15) Only the righ teous will be al lowed to en ter
into the city, but there will be some who must re main
outside. John wrote con cern ing them: “But the fear ful,
and un be liev ing, and the abom i na ble, and mur der ers,
and whoremongers, and sor cer ers, and idol a ters, and
all li ars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brim stone: which is the sec ond death.”
(Rev e la tion 21:8) Here we see that those who can not

en ter the city due to their sin ful ness, will suf fer the sec -
ond death.

Con tinuing with Rev e la tion 20, John wrote, “And
when the thou sand years are ex pired, Sa tan shall be
loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to de ceive the
na tions which are in the four quar ters of the earth, Gog 
and Magog [land of the wicked, see Ezekiel 38:1-3] , to
gather them to gether to bat tle: the num ber of whom is
as the sand of the sea. And they went up on the breadth
of the earth, and com passed the camp of the saints
about, and the be loved city: and fire came down from
God out of heaven, and de voured them.” (Rev e la tion
20:7)

Sa tan will con vince the wicked that they can take
the be loved city, the New Je ru sa lem. They will sur -
round the city in a vain at tempt to over throw it, but God 
will over rule and send fire down to de vour them.

Zech a riah re corded a sim i lar ac count of this event.
Re ferring to the Lord he wrote, “And his feet shall
stand in that day upon the mount of Ol ives, which is be -
fore Je ru sa lem on the east, and the mount of Ol ives
shall cleave in the midst thereof to ward the east and to -
ward the west, and there shall be a very great val ley;
and half of the moun tain shall re move to ward the
north, and half of it to ward the south. And ye shall flee
to the val ley of the moun tains; for the val ley of the
moun tains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like
as ye fled from be fore the earth quake in the days of
Uzziah king of Ju dah: and the LORD my God shall
come, and all the saints with thee.… And the LORD
shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there
be one LORD, and his name one.” (Zech a riah
14:4, 5, 9)

Here Zech a riah saw the Lord de scend ing on the
Mount of Ol ives, and it di vided in two and spread out
to make a great val ley. Then he saw the Lord come
with all His saints. Please no tice that this can not be re -
fer ring to the sec ond com ing of Christ, for at that time
the dead in Christ will rise from the dead and the righ -
teous liv ing will be caught up with them in the air. All
the saints can not pos si bly be with the Lord un til af ter
they are raised from the dead and re deemed from this
earth. Therefore this must have ref er ence to an other
com ing of our Lord. This is when the New Je ru sa lem
de scends from God out of heaven. The mount of Ol -
ives, spread ing out to make a great val ley, is the pre par -
ing of a place for the New Je ru sa lem. This does not
oc cur un til af ter the mil len nium.
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We al ready learned from the Bi ble what oc curs
next: the wicked are raised from the dead and they sur -
round the city at tempt ing to over throw it. Then the
Lord rains down fire from heaven that de vours the
wicked. Zech a riah goes on to de scribe this scene. He
wrote, “And this shall be the plague where with the
LORD will smite all the peo ple that have fought against
Je ru sa lem; Their flesh shall con sume away while they
stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall con sume
away in their holes, and their tongue shall con sume
away in their mouth.” (Zech a riah 14:12)

The destruction of the wicked
When the Bi ble speaks of the sec ond death and fire

de vour ing the wicked, is it re fer ring to a con tin ual fire
that tor tures the wicked for bil lions and bil lions of
years with no end? Please take a mo ment to con sider a
few thoughts be fore we continue.

Sup pose a fif teen-year-old boy gets drunk one
night, steals his fa ther’s car and wrecks it. If the fa ther
of that boy would tor ment him with fire for one week
we would say that man is cruel. Sup pose the fa ther tor -
mented him for one year. Surely we would say this
pun ish ment is far too se vere for the acts com mit ted.
Now sup pose the same young boy did the same thing
but, in stead of liv ing through it, he died in the ac ci dent.
Do you sup pose God will take that young boy and tor -
ment him for bil lions and bil lions of years? This would
be down right cruel—more cruel than the worst crim i -
nal who has ever lived—not to men tion it is com pletely 
con trary to Scrip ture.

Is it fair to tor ture some one for mil lions of years for 
sins that may have taken only fif teen years to com mit?
This surely sounds un fair to me. With this per cep tion
of God we see Him as un fair and ac cord ingly, we feel
jus ti fied in be ing un fair as well. The Scrip ture tells us
that God is just and mer ci ful and He treats us better
than we de serve.

“Know there fore that God ex acteth of thee less
than thine in iq uity deserveth.” (Job 11:6) God gives us
less than our in iq ui ties de serve. This surely would not
be the case if God would tor ture the wicked for bil lions
of years.

The pun ish ment of the wicked will be ac cord ing to
the things done dur ing their life time. Je sus said, “And
that ser vant, which knew his lord’s will, and pre pared
not him self, nei ther did ac cord ing to his will, shall be
beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not, and did
com mit things wor thy of stripes, shall be beaten with
few stripes. For unto whom so ever much is given, of

him shall be much re quired: and to whom men have
com mit ted much, of him they will ask the more.” (Luke
12:47-48) Some will re ceive a pun ish ment of lon ger
du ra tion than oth ers, but none will be pun ished more
se verely than they de serve. The prophet Obadiah wrote 
con cern ing the wicked: “…they shall be as though they 
had not been.” (Obadiah 1:16) Da vid wrote, “For yet a 
lit tle while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt
dil i gently con sider his place, and it shall not be.… But
the wicked shall per ish, and the en e mies of the LORD
shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall con sume; into
smoke shall they con sume away.” (Psalms 37:10, 20)

The idea that God takes plea sure in watch ing the
wicked burn con tin u ally is a false teach ing that has
caused many peo ple to look upon God as an un kind ty -
rant—even worse than Hit ler. This false doc trine has
its or i gin with Sa tan who first said, “Ye shall not surely 
die.” Man does not naturally have an im mor tal soul for
he never ate of the tree of life af ter sin ning, which
would have al lowed him to have eter nal life in a sin ful
state.

We are be com ing like the God whom we be hold. If
we are be hold ing a God who is pleased to see the crea -
tures whom He has made suf fer with out end, then we
will ac quire the same type of char ac ter. But this is far
from the true char ac ter of God, for the Bi ble clearly
states, “As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no plea -
sure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn
from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil
ways; for why will ye die, O house of Is rael?” (Ezekiel
33:11) Truly God is mer ci ful and kind, even in his
deal ings with those who fi nally re ject Him. (For a thor -
ough Bi ble study on this sub ject re fer to the Au gust,
1998 is sue of Pres ent Truth en ti tled “The Re ward of
the Wicked.”)

We have seen quite clearly the events that mark the
be gin ning of the Mil len nium, the end of the Mil len -
nium, and some facts about what hap pens dur ing the
Mil len nium. Yet there are a few de tails we have not ex -
am ined.

During the millennium
Among Chris tians there are sev eral ideas about

what will hap pen dur ing the mil len nium. The Bi ble
makes it clear that all the wicked will be dead dur ing
the millennium. It is ev i dent that they will be on this
earth dur ing that time for their res ur rec tion from their
graves will not have oc curred yet, and their graves are
on this earth. What about the righ teous; where are they
dur ing the millennium? The Bi ble tells us that they are
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with Christ. Does the Bi ble tell us where Christ is dur -
ing this time?

In Paul’s ac count of the sec ond com ing of Christ he 
does not in di cate that He ever sets foot upon this earth.
He wrote, “For the Lord him self shall de scend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch an gel,
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall
rise first: Then we which are alive and re main shall be
caught up to gether with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
(1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17) At the sec ond com ing of
Christ the righ teous will be caught up in the air to meet
the Lord and be with him there.

There are sev eral rea sons why I do not be lieve that
Christ and the righ teous will be on this earth dur ing the
thou sand years.

1) There is no re cord in the Bi ble stat ing that
Christ or His peo ple will be on this earth dur ing the
mil len nium.

2) Just prior to the sec ond com ing of Christ
there will be a great earth quake caus ing ev ery is land to
flee away and ev ery moun tain to be cast down. “And
there were voices, and thun ders, and lightnings; and
there was a great earth quake, such as was not since
men were upon the earth, so mighty an earth quake, and 
so great.… And ev ery is land fled away, and the moun -
tains were not found.” (Rev e la tion 16:18-20)

3) The land scape of the earth will be in a very
cha otic con di tion dur ing this time. “Be hold, the LORD
maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and
turneth it up side down, and scattereth abroad the in -
hab it ants thereof.… The land shall be ut terly emp tied,
and ut terly spoiled: for the LORD hath spo ken this
word.… The earth also is de filed un der the in hab it ants
thereof; be cause they have trans gressed the laws,
changed the or di nance, bro ken the ev er last ing cov e -
nant.” (Isa iah 24:1-5) Isa iah con tin ued, “…the foun da -
tions of the earth do shake. The earth is ut terly bro ken
down, the earth is clean dis solved, the earth is moved
ex ceed ingly. The earth shall reel to and fro like a
drunk ard, and shall be re moved like a cot tage; and the
trans gres sion thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it
shall fall, and not rise again.” (Isa iah 24:18-20)

4) The sur face of the earth will be lit tered with
many dead bod ies dur ing this time. “For, be hold, the
LORD com eth out of his place to pun ish the in hab it ants
of the earth for their in iq uity: the earth also shall dis -
close her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.”
(Isa iah 26:21)

5) The Bi ble de scribes a time when there are
no in hab it ants on this earth. “I have cut off the na tions:
their tow ers are des o late; I made their streets waste,
that none passeth by: their cit ies are de stroyed, so that
there is no man, that there is none in hab it ant.… There -
fore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, un til the day that
I rise up to the prey: for my de ter mi na tion is to gather
the na tions, that I may as sem ble the king doms, to pour
upon them mine in dig na tion, even all my fierce an ger:
for all the earth shall be de voured with the fire of my
jeal ousy.” (Zephaniah 3:6-8)

6) This old earth is said to be de stroyed by
fire, af ter which there will be a new heaven and a new
earth. “Looking for and hasting unto the com ing of the
day of God, wherein the heav ens be ing on fire shall be
dis solved, and the el e ments shall melt with fer vent
heat? Nev er the less we, ac cord ing to his prom ise, look
for new heav ens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righ teous ness.” (2 Pe ter 3:12, 13)

7) The new earth will not be in ex is tence un til
af ter the thou sand years are com pleted. (See Rev e la -
tion 21.)

This is very con clu sive ev i dence that Christ and
His righ teous peo ple will not be on this earth dur ing the 
millennium. So where will they be? We are told that
they will live and reign with Christ and that judg ment
will be given to them. This ev i dently will be in heaven
in the city which God has pre pared for His peo ple, for
the New Je ru sa lem is said to have come down from
heaven af ter the thou sand years.

The bib li cal ev i dence is clear that dur ing the thou -
sand years the righ teous will be in heaven with Christ,
and the wicked will be dead in their graves await ing
their res ur rec tion at the end of the mil len nium.

What about the secret rapture?
Many Chris tians hon estly be lieve that Christ will

re turn se cretly to rap ture His peo ple prior to the great
trib u la tion which oc curs just be fore the mil len nium. If
this is true, there is no need to pre pare for such a trib u -
la tion. If this is not true, many will be caught in the trib -
u la tion with out mak ing the nec es sary prep a ra tions.
Paul wrote con cern ing this time; “For when they shall
say, Peace and safety; then sud den de struc tion com eth
upon them, as tra vail upon a woman with child; and
they shall not es cape.” (1 Thessalonians 5:3) As you
can see, it is very im por tant to un der stand the truth
about this sub ject. Let us take a few min utes to ex am -
ine what the Bi ble says about it.
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A few well-known verses used to sup port the idea
of a se cret rap ture are found in Mat thew 24. “Then
shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the
other left. Two women shall be grind ing at the mill; the
one shall be taken, and the other left.” (Mat thew 24:40, 
41) Many as sume that those who are taken are the righ -
teous be ing se cretly raptured, leav ing the wicked to
won der what had hap pened to those miss ing. How ever, 
if one would just read the pre ced ing three verses it
would be very clear what is spo ken of here. Here are
the verses in their con text:

“But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the com -
ing of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were
be fore the flood they were eat ing and drink ing, mar ry -
ing and giv ing in mar riage, un til the day that Noe en -
tered into the ark, And knew not un til the flood came,
and took them all away; so shall also the com ing of the
Son of man be. Then shall two be in the field; the one
shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be
grind ing at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the
other left.” (Mat thew 24:37-41)

Je sus made a par al lel here and said that it would be
the same when Christ re turns as it was in the days of
Noah. In the days of Noah those who were taken were
the wicked, taken in death by the flood. So shall it be
when the Lord re turns. Those who will be taken will be
the wicked who are taken in death at the bright ness of
the Lord’s re turn. Let us look at a few other verses
which men tion the same event.

When the Lord re turns there will be two classes of
peo ple upon this earth, one of which will cry out,
“…this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will
save us.” (Isa iah 25:9) The other class of peo ple will
“hid[e] them selves in the dens and in the rocks of the
moun tains,” and say “to the moun tains and rocks, Fall
on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.” (Rev e la -
tion 6:15, 16) Re gard ing the com ing of the Lord,
Malachi wrote, “But who may abide the day of his
com ing? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for
he is like a re finer’s fire, and like full ers’ soap.”
(Malachi 3:2) John wrote, “For the great day of his
wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” (Rev -
e la tion 6:17) The ob vi ous an swer to who will be able to 
stand is the righ teous—those who have pre pared them -
selves to meet the Lord.

Paul wrote about the de struc tion of the An tichrist
power in this way; “And then shall that Wicked be re -
vealed, whom the Lord shall con sume with the spirit of

his mouth, and shall de stroy with the bright ness of his
com ing.” (2 Thessalonians 2:8) When the Lord re -
turns, only the righ teous will be able to stand the
“bright ness of his com ing.” Isa iah wrote con cern ing
the com ing of the Lord: “There fore hath the curse de -
voured the earth, and they that dwell therein are des o -
late: there fore the in hab it ants of the earth are burned,
and few men left.” (Isa iah 24:6) Who will be left? Cer -
tainly! It will be the righ teous.

Answering some objections
There are some who be lieve in the se cret rap ture

who like to quote Christ’s words to the church of Phil a -
del phia as proof of this the ory. Christ said, “Be cause
thou hast kept the word of my pa tience, I also will keep
thee from the hour of temp ta tion, which shall come
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the
earth.” (Rev e la tion 3:10) Please no tice that this is spo -
ken to one of the seven churches. It is not the last of the
seven, for one more church co mes af ter it. If the
churches are in chro no log i cal or der as many be lieve,
then this could not be re fer ring to the great trib u la tion.

Also, how does God keep peo ple from evil that co -
mes upon the earth? “The righ teous perisheth, and no
man layeth it to heart: and mer ci ful men are taken
away, none con sid er ing that the righ teous is taken
away from the evil to come.” (Isa iah 57:1) As we can
see, God will keep some of His peo ple from go ing
through the great tribulation, not by se cretly rapturing
them out of the world, but by al low ing them to die be -
fore this hour co mes.

The Bi ble dem on strates that there will be a great
trib u la tion just prior to the sec ond com ing of Christ for
which we must pre pare. Amos wrote, “pre pare to meet 
thy God.” (Amos 4:12) We have been warned of those
who cry out “peace and safety.” Paul wrote, “For when 
they shall say, Peace and safety; then sud den de struc -
tion com eth upon them, as tra vail upon a woman with
child; and they shall not es cape.” (1 Thessalonians
5:3)

“And Je sus an swered and said unto them, Take
heed that no man de ceive you. For many shall come in
my name, say ing, I am Christ; and shall de ceive many.
And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see
that ye be not trou bled: for all these things must come
to pass, but the end is not yet. For na tion shall rise
against na tion, and king dom against king dom: and
there shall be fam ines, and pestilences, and earth -
quakes, in di vers places. All these are the be gin ning of
sor rows.” (Mat thew 24:4-8)
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Je sus de scribed the con di tion of the world in the
last days. Right af ter do ing this would have been the
per fect op por tu nity for Je sus to tell his dis ci ples that
they would then be raptured but no tice what He said
next: “Then shall they de liver you up to be af flicted,
and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all na tions
for my name’s sake. And then shall many be of fended,
and shall be tray one an other, and shall hate one an -
other. And many false proph ets shall rise, and shall de -
ceive many. And be cause in iq uity shall abound, the
love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall en dure
unto the end, the same shall be saved.” (Mat thew
24:9-13)

Je sus said that if we en dure to the end we will be
saved. Friends, there are events that will come upon
this earth which we must en dure be fore the end co mes.
Please take ev ery op por tu nity given you to make the
nec es sary prep a ra tions to meet the Lord when He co -
mes.

Preparing to meet the Lord
We know we must pre pare to meet the Lord, but

what prep a ra tions are nec es sary for us to be ready for
that day? The Bi ble speaks of two groups of peo ple in
the last days—those who re ceive the mark of the beast
and those who re ceive the seal of God. We read con -
cern ing the seal of God:

“And af ter these things I saw four an gels stand ing
on the four cor ners of the earth, hold ing the four winds
of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth,
nor on the sea, nor on any tree. And I saw an other an -
gel as cend ing from the east, hav ing the seal of the liv -
ing God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four
an gels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the
sea, Say ing, Hurt not the earth, nei ther the sea, nor the
trees, till we have sealed the ser vants of our God in
their fore heads. And I heard the num ber of them which
were sealed: and there were sealed an hun dred and
forty and four thou sand of all the tribes of the chil dren
of Is rael.” (Rev e la tion 7:1-4)

John wrote con cern ing those who re ceive the seal
of God: “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the
mount Sion, and with Him an hun dred forty and four
thou sand, hav ing His Fa ther’s name writ ten in their
fore heads.… And in their mouth was found no guile:
for they are with out fault be fore the throne of God.”
(Rev e la tion 14:1, 5)

Just prior to the com ing of our Lord in the clouds of 
heaven, there will be a group of peo ple that have the
Fa ther’s name (char ac ter) writ ten in their fore heads.

They will re flect the char ac ter of God in their lives.
These will re ceive the seal of God rather than the mark
of the beast. The Bi ble tells us that this group of peo ple
will be with out fault be fore God. They will not sin nor
teach false hoods, for “The rem nant of Is rael shall not
do in iq uity, nor speak lies; nei ther shall a de ceit ful
tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and
lie down, and none shall make them afraid.”
(Zephaniah 3:13)

This group of peo ple are pre pared to meet their
God. When the Lord co mes they will say, “this is our
God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us.”
(Isa iah 25:9) The proc la ma tion in Rev e la tion 22:11
will have al ready been given. “He that is un just, let him 
be un just still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy
still: and he that is righ teous, let him be righ teous still:
and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” (Rev e la tion
22:11) Each per son’s case will have been set tled at this
point, whether for eter nal life or for de struc tion.

One group of peo ple will have over come sin, for
Je sus said, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit
with me in my throne, even as I also over came, and am
set down with my Fa ther in His throne.” (Rev e la tion
3:21) An other group of peo ple will have cho sen to
cling to their sins and they will be de stroyed at the
bright ness of His com ing. “Be hold, the day of the
LORD com eth, cruel both with wrath and fierce an ger,
to lay the land des o late: and He shall de stroy the sin -
ners thereof out of it.” (Isa iah 13:9) Ac cord ing to the
Bi ble, if you are still sin ning when the Lord re turns,
you will be de stroyed.

With this brief il lus tra tion of the ne ces sity of over -
com ing sin be fore the Lord re turns, we can now look at
some Bi ble prin ci ples of how to over come sin.

How to overcome sin
Paul wrote, “Where fore let him that thinketh he

standeth take heed lest he fall. There hath no temp ta -
tion taken you but such as is com mon to man: but God
is faith ful, who will not suf fer you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the temp ta tion also make
a way to es cape, that ye may be able to bear it.” (1 Co -
rin thi ans 10:12, 13) God knows how much temp ta tion
we are able to bear and prom ises that He will never al -
low us to be tempted above what we can bear. He will
al ways make a way of es cape.

Can Sa tan force us to sin? No. Sa tan can not force
us to sin. We have to make the choice to yield our selves 
to Sa tan be fore we sin. Rather than yield ing to Sa tan
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we must learn to yield our selves to God and al low Him
to give us the strength to over come temp ta tion.

What is temp ta tion? Let’s look at a plain Bi ble def -
i ni tion of temp ta tion. “But ev ery man is tempted, when
he is drawn away of his own lust, and en ticed. Then
when lust hath con ceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin,
when it is fin ished, bringeth forth death.” (James
1:14, 15) Is it a sin to be tempted? No. It only be comes
a sin when you al low verse 15 to take ef fect. To be
tempted is to be drawn away of your own lust and en -
ticed.

For ex am ple, sup pose a man is walk ing through the 
check out line in a gro cery store. In ev i ta bly there are
sev eral mag a zines in the racks that have half-naked
women on the cover. The man glances around and no -
tices one of these mag a zines. There is some thing in
him that is drawn to con tinue look ing at this pic ture,
how ever he un der stands that it is wrong to con tinue
look ing at the pic ture and im me di ately turns away. Re -
al izing his own weak ness, and the dan ger he is in, he
calls upon the Lord to de liver him from this temp ta tion. 
Immediately the Lord gives him the vic tory he so longs 
for and draws his mind to fo cus on eter nal things.

Was it a sin for the man to have glanced at the pic -
ture to be gin with (in this case we will say he did it in -
no cently), and have some long ing to con tinue look ing
at it? No. He was tempted by be ing drawn to do that
which was wrong to do, but this temp ta tion was not a
sin. It would have be come a sin had he stared at the pic -
ture and/or al lowed his mind to won der and dwell on
for bid den ter ri tory. This is “when lust hath con ceived,
[and] it bringeth forth sin.” (James 1:15)

Un der stand ing how temp ta tion works is nec es sary
for us in order to know how to over come when we are
tempted. There are three ba sic re sponses that the man
in the pre vi ous ex am ple could have had.

1) He could have stared at the pic ture and al -
lowed his mind to won der on for bid den ter ri tory this
plainly be com ing a sin. Je sus said, “But I say to you,
that ev ery one who is look ing on a woman to de sire her, 
did al ready com mit adul tery with her in his heart.”
(Mat thew 5:28 Young’s Lit eral Trans la tion) It is not
the look ing at a woman that is a sin, or even the draw -
ing that a man has within him to ward a woman that is a
sin, but when a man looks upon a woman for the pur -
pose of lust ing af ter her, this is a sin.

2) He could have de cided that it was wrong to
con tinue look ing at the pic ture and chose to look away,

try ing to force him self to think about some thing else,
thus striv ing in his own strength.

3) He could have rec og nized the sin in con tin u -
ing to look at the pic ture and im me di ately turned away. 
Re al izing his own weak ness and the dan ger he is in, he
could have called upon the Lord to de liver him from
this temp ta tion.

Which of these re sponses would have been the cor -
rect re sponse? Ob vi ously num ber 3. When we are be -
ing tempted we must call upon the Lord and He will be
right there to give us the help we so des per ately need. I
can not over-emphasize the im por tance of call ing upon
the Lord for strength im me di ately when we are be ing
tempted.

Calling upon the Lord
Christ is well able to help us when we are tempted,

“For in that He Him self hath suf fered be ing tempted,
He is able to suc cour  997 [to run to the cry of those in
dan ger, to help—Thayer’s Greek Lex i con] them that
are tempted.” (He brews 2:18) When we are be ing
tempted we must call upon the Lord for de liv er ance,
and He will come and help us. Je sus said, “I will not
leave you com fort less: I will come to you.” (John
14:18) Je sus Him self has suf fered be ing tempted,
there fore He knows ex actly how to help us when we
are be ing tempted, and will come when we cry unto
Him. For “greater is He that is in you, than he that is in
the world.” (1 John 4:4)

“For we have not an high priest which can not be
touched with the feel ing of our in fir mi ties; but was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet with out sin. Let us
there fore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may ob tain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need.” (He brews 4:15, 16) Christ was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet with out sin. Therefore let us
come boldly to the throne of God when we are be ing
tempted and He will quickly come to our aid.

God said, “call upon me in the day of trou ble: I will 
de liver thee, and thou shalt glo rify me.” (Psalm 50:15)
“He shall call upon me, and I will an swer him: I will be 
with him in trou ble; I will de liver him, and hon our
him.” (Psalm 91:15) Da vid wrote, “Un less the LORD
had been my help, my soul had al most dwelt in si lence.
When I said, My foot slippeth; thy mercy, O LORD, held 
me up.” (Psalm 94:17, 18) The Lord will help us when
we are be ing tempted if we call upon Him and do not
rely on our own strength. How can we ex pect to be vic -
to ri ous if we do not call upon the Lord? We are pow er -
less be fore Sa tan’s at tacks with out God’s help.
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Paul ad mon ished, “(For the weap ons of our war -
fare are not car nal, but mighty through God to the pull -
ing down of strong holds;) Cast ing down imag i na tions, 
and ev ery high thing that exalteth it self against the
knowl edge of God, and bring ing into cap tiv ity ev ery
thought to the obe di ence of Christ.” (2 Corinthians
10:4, 5) We do not fight against Sa tan’s temp ta tions
with swords and spears. These are use less in our bat tle
with sin. Our weap ons are mighty only through God. If
we do not call upon Him when we are tempted we will
not over come. It would be as point less as fac ing an en -
tire army alone with a sword made of pa per.

Put on the armour of God
“Finally, my breth ren, be strong in the Lord, and in 

the power of His might [not the power of your own
might]. Put on the whole ar mour of God, that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we
wres tle not against flesh and blood, but against prin ci -
pal i ties, against pow ers, against the rul ers of the dark -
ness of this world, against spir i tual wick ed ness in high
places. Where fore take unto you the whole ar mour of
God, that ye may be able to with stand in the evil day,
and hav ing done all, to stand. Stand there fore, hav ing
your loins girt about with truth, and hav ing on the
breast plate of righ teous ness.” (Ephe sians 6:10-14)

No tice the first piece of ar mour we are to put on.
Paul said we are to have to our “loins girt about with
truth.” Does this mean we are to put a belt on that has
truth writ ten on it? No. We are to have our minds filled
and sur rounded with truth. Je sus prayed to His Fa ther,
“Sanc tify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”
(John 17:17) Study the word of God so you know of a
cer tainty the words of truth. “Have not I writ ten to thee
ex cel lent things in coun sels and knowl edge, That I
might make thee know the cer tainty of the words of
truth; that thou mightest an swer the words of truth to
them that send unto thee?” (Prov erbs 22:20, 21)

Ex am ine your self to see if you are call ing upon the
Lord when you are tempted. When the Lord sees you
call upon Him when you are be ing tempted, He sees
that you do not want to yield to that sin and He will
honor your cry and give you the vic tory. If you do not
call upon Him when you are be ing tempted, the Lord
can see that you still have some de sire to hang on to that 
sin. He will not give you the vic tory.

We need to de spise sin so much that we would be
will ing to die rather than sin. Je sus had this ex pe ri ence,
and He was put to death. He would not yield on any
point to the temp ta tions of the Devil. Je sus “loved righ -

teous ness, and hated in iq uity.” (He brews 1:9) We
must have this same ha tred for sin. Paul wrote, “Ye
have not yet re sisted unto blood, striv ing against sin.”
(He brews 12:4) There will be a time when God’s peo -
ple will be re quired to re sist unto blood in striv ing
against sin. “For sin shall not have do min ion over
you.” (Romans 6:14)

Sin is a choice

We are never forced to sin. Sin be gins in our
thoughts, there fore in our thoughts we must fight the
bat tle im me di ately when temp ta tion co mes. We must
choose to serve God with all our hearts. Joshua said,
“choose you this day whom ye will serve.” (Joshua
24:15) Paul wrote, “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
your selves ser vants to obey, his ser vants ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obe di -
ence unto righ teous ness?” (Romans 6:16)

Mo ses said, “I call heaven and earth to re cord this
day against you, that I have set be fore you life and
death, bless ing and curs ing: there fore choose life, that
both thou and thy seed may live.” (Deu ter on omy
30:19) God gives us the choice of whom we will serve,
but He strongly en cour ages us to choose the good. God
loves us so much that He wants each one of us to be
saved. Pe ter wrote, “The Lord is… not will ing that any
should per ish, but that all should come to re pen tance.” 
(2 Peter 3:9)

Make no provision for sin

There is an other im por tant thing to re mem ber in
our Chris tian walk. Pe ter wrote, “put ye on the Lord Je -
sus Christ, and make not pro vi sion for the flesh, to ful fil 
the lusts thereof.” (Romans 13:14) We are ad mon ished 
not to make any pro vi sion for the flesh. Do not do any -
thing that would make it easy to fall into sin. Never go
out of the way to put your self into a po si tion that may
cause you to fall into sin.

I heard of a man that used to be an al co holic. He
had given up drink ing for quite some time and had dis -
carded all of his bot tles of al co hol; all ex cept one. He
would carry this bot tle with him un der the seat of his
car. One of his friends stum bled across it while look ing 
through his car one day. Shocked, his friend ques tioned 
him as to why he would have such a thing in his car.
The man re plied, “I carry it around just in case I need
it.” This man had stopped drink ing for quite some time, 
but was not sure he re ally wanted to give it up for good.
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Are we like this man when it co mes to sin in our
lives? Are we mak ing pro vi sion for the flesh to ful fill
the lusts thereof?

I read of an army gen eral who went out to fight a
bat tle. Be fore he could face the en emy he had to march
his army over a bridge span ning a deep chasm. Af ter
march ing his army over the bridge, and go ing over
him self, he burned the bridge be hind them, thus mak -
ing any re treat im pos si ble. This gave the army the in -
creased de sire to win the bat tle for they had no way of
es cape. Thus the en emy was de feated.

Here is an other quick story: Sev eral men went out
on an ex pe di tion to a far country. Af ter ar riv ing on
shore in a strange coun try they burned the boat they
had trav eled upon. If they would have any de sire to go
back home, it would not be pos si ble be cause the ship
had been burnt up.

Are we burn ing the boats and bridges be hind us in
our lives? Do we have some re serve about giv ing our

lives to the Lord com pletely? God says to us now, “ye
shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me
with all your heart.” (Jer e miah 29:13)

Paul wrote, “There fore, breth ren, we are debt ors,
not to the flesh, to live af ter the flesh. For if ye live af ter
the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do
mor tify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God.” (Romans 8:12-14) Ev ery de ci sion we make for
good or evil, we are ei ther stand ing for God or for the
Devil. Let us fol low af ter the Spirit that we may live.
“This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not ful -
fil the lust of the flesh.” (Galatians 5:16)

I pray that the Lord will guide you as you study His
word and fol low Him. Again I must em pha size the im -
por tance of call ing upon the Lord when you are be ing
tempted, and He will help you and de liver you out of
your trou bles. ?
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Who is Wor thy of Wor ship?
by Doug Goslin

“And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he 
knoweth noth ing yet as he ought to know.” (1 Co rin thi -
ans 8:2)

Our prayer is that as we each study the Bi ble we can 
rec og nize that we know noth ing “yet,” as we ought to
know it. We can al ways learn some thing more from
each verse, as well as each topic, that we have ever
stud ied.

The topic we will be gin to cover in this study is who 
is wor thy of wor ship? This can be done us ing a sim ple
math equa tion of one plus one. We will see who was in -
volved in cre ation, re demp tion, and the coun sel of the
Fa ther and Son from eter nity. We will also ex pose Sa -
tan’s plan to cause Chris tians to wor ship him!

Creation
God’s right to re ceive wor ship from us is based

upon the fact that He cre ated us. (See Ex o dus 20:8-11)
The Bi ble tells us that two in di vid u als were in volved in
cre ation. Paul wrote, “…God, who cre ated all things by
Je sus Christ.” (Ephe sians 3:9) God the Fa ther is one
be ing and Je sus Christ is one be ing: one plus one is two. 
When the Bi ble says all things were cre ated by the Fa -
ther and His Son, that means all things. Stated sim ply,

ev ery thing that was cre ated was cre ated by God and His 
Son, Je sus Christ.

“God… Hath in these last days spo ken unto us by
his Son, whom he hath ap pointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds.” (He brews 1:1, 2) The
fo cus is that it was only the Fa ther and the Son who cre -
ated the worlds or uni verse. Again only the Fa ther and
the Son: one plus one is two. 

“Who hath as cended up into heaven, or de scended?
who hath gath ered the wind in his fists? who hath
bound the wa ters in a gar ment? who hath es tab lished
all the ends of the earth? what is his name, and what
is his son’s name, if thou canst tell?” (Prov erbs 30:4)
This verse is clearly talk ing of cre ation and can only ap -
ply to the Fa ther and the Son: one plus one equals two.

Speaking about be fore and dur ing cre ation, Prov -
erbs 8:24-30 shows that the Son was there and says He
was “as one brought up with” the Fa ther. In the Bi ble,
there is no one else who can make that state ment ex cept
the Son of God. So when the Fa ther was speak ing dur -
ing cre ation it could have been only to His Son, for it
was God who cre ated all things by His Son. One plus
one is two. 

When God said, “Let there be light,” to whom was
He speak ing? Surely, it was to His only be got ten Son.



When God said, “Let us make man in our im age,” He
was speak ing to none other than His Son, who formed
man out of the dust of the ground. One plus one is two.

Redemption
Re gard ing re demp tion, Je sus made it clear what

eter nal life was. “And this is life eter nal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Je sus Christ, whom
thou hast sent.” (John 17:3) We must know God! While
many are say ing that God is a mys tery, our Lord Je sus
said we must in ti mately know God and who He is. Je -
sus said we must know God, the Fa ther, as the “only
true God.” Never did He say we must know any be ing
other than the Fa ther, the only true God, and His
only-begotten Son. One plus one is still two.

The Bi ble teaches that there is ul ti mately one su -
preme God, the Fa ther. And that “…there is none other
God but one. For though there be that are called gods,
whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many,
and lords many,) But to us there is but one God, the Fa -
ther, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one
Lord Je sus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by
him. Howbeit there is not in ev ery man that knowl -
edge:…” (1 Co rin thi ans 8:4-7)

Even Christ, though be ing God by vir tue of His
birth in heaven, is never re ferred to as the “most High
God,” the “An cient of days,” the “liv ing God” or “God
the Fa ther.” Christ al ways re fers to His Fa ther as
greater than Him self. Christ is our Lord and wor thy of
wor ship. How ever “there is not in ev ery man this
knowl edge” of the Fa ther and His Son. One plus one is
two.

“Who will have all men to be saved, and to come
unto the knowl edge of the truth. For there is one God,
and one me di a tor be tween God and men, the man
Christ Je sus.” (1 Tim o thy 2:4, 5) There is only One Be -
ing in the uni verse who will lead you to the Fa ther, and
that is His Son. “Je sus saith unto him, I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man com eth unto the Fa ther, but
by me.” (John 14:6) Je sus said that there is only one
way to get to His Fa ther, not two ways or three ways.

False Religion
False re li gion, which the Bi ble re fers to as Bab y lon, 

im plies that Je sus changed His mind later and added an -
other be ing into the pic ture. (See verse 16) Je sus said
“And I will pray the Fa ther, and he shall give you an -
other Com forter, that he may abide with you for ever;
Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world can not re -
ceive, be cause it seeth him not, nei ther knoweth him:

but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be
in you. I will not leave you com fort less: I will come to
you.” (John 14:16-18) Be cause of the pro nouns “he”
and “him,” many are led to be lieve that there is “an -
other” be ing other than the Fa ther and His Son. Let’s
ex am ine the ev i dence of who the pro nouns re fer to.

First, this Com forter will abide with us for ever. It
was Je sus who said, “I am with you al way, even unto
the end of the world.” (Mat thew 28:20) 

Sec ond, Je sus said, “the spirit of truth.” Just a few
mo ments ear lier Je sus had said, “I am the truth.” (John
14:6) So, the Spirit of Truth would be the Spirit of Je -
sus.

Third, the world does n’t know Him “but ye know
him.” Who is it that “knows” Him? His dis ci ples. Why
would they know Him? Be cause He was dwell ing with
them and would later be in them. 

Fourth, He adds, “I will not leave you com fort less: I 
will come to you.” We now have a Com forter who can
be “touched with the feel ing of our in fir mi ties.” (See
He brews 4:15) “We have an ad vo cate [com forter]
…Je sus Christ the righ teous.” (1 John 2:1) One who
has ex pe ri enced our hu man ity.

False re li gion of fers a com forter who has not ex pe -
ri enced hu man ity, called God the Holy Spirit. He co -
mes in the form of a false Holy Spirit which, in re al ity,
is Sa tan him self. There is a true be lief re gard ing the
Spirit of God, but it would not make the Spirit out to be
some one to sing to or wor ship. (See John 16:13.)

In eter nity past there was a coun sel that took place,
con cern ing all cre ation, that was be tween the Fa ther
and His Son. “And the coun sel of peace shall be be -
tween them both” (Zech a riah 6:13) There was an other
be ing who thought he should be in cluded. His name
was Lu ci fer, later called Sa tan. He said, “I will be like
the most High.” (Read Isa iah 14:12-14.) When God
said, “Let us make man in our im age and af ter our
like ness,” Lu ci fer be came jeal ous. He can not bring
forth life; hu man ity can. He can not sit on the Son of
God’s throne; vic to ri ous hu man ity will. (Rev e la tion
3:21)

In re al ity, Sa tan can not be equal with God or His
Son. He does not de serve wor ship as do the Fa ther and
His Son. Though we know this is true, many have never 
ques tioned what the trin ity or tri une con cept of God
means. 

The word trin ity means that there are three in di vid -
u als, but there were only two in volved in the cre ation of
all the uni verse, only two are in volved in sav ing man
and only two di vine be ings are men tioned in the de -
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scrip tions of the new earth. (See Rev e la tion 21:22, 23;
22:1, 3.) The hon est ques tion is, who is this third en tity
that God’s pro fessed peo ple are speak ing to, sing ing to,
and even bow ing down and pray ing to?

In the con cept of the trin ity, there are three en ti ties,
“God the Fa ther,” “God the Son,” “and God the Holy
Spirit.” It is taught that all three are equal, all three are
the same age, all three took coun sel to gether in cre -
ation, and in the re demp tion of man. Is n’t it in ter est ing
that Sa tan wanted to be equal with God, wanted to take
coun sel with Him, but could not? (Read Ezekiel
28:15-19 and Isa iah 14:12-15.)

Lis ten to what Sa tan him self said, “I will ex alt my
throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the
mount of the con gre ga tion, in the sides of the north: I
will as cend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like
the most High.” Sa tan claimed that he would some day
be wor shiped and be equal with God the Fa ther!

It may come as a sur prise to you that many are wor -
ship ing Sa tan in the false idea of God the Holy Spirit.
Re mem ber the Jew ish na tion, how they wor shiped Baal 
in stead of the one true God and His Son. (1 Kings 18:21)

The Holy Spirit is es sen tial to our sal va tion, but it is
the power and per sonal pres ence of the Fa ther and His
Son. Sim ply, it is the Spirit of God and the Spirit of
Christ. (Read Romans 8:9-11.) “God has sent forth the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cry ing, Abba, Fa -
ther.” (Galatians 4:6) The Spirit is the mind or per sonal
pres ence and power of God and His Son. The Word is
how they com mu ni cate that pres ence. Je sus said,
“…the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life.” (John 6:63) When we are re ceiv ing the
“Word,” or “Spirit,” God’s mind is touch ing ours. 

May the grace of God and the peace of our Lord Je -
sus Christ be with you al ways in all that you do. ?
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