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Moving from Theory to Reality
by Lynnford Beachy
“In the beginning God created… And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness… So God created man in his own image…” (Genesis 1:1, 26, 27). God created mankind with a specific purpose in mind: that we would reflect His image and likeness to the universe. Not just in outward form and features, but more importantly, in character. God said, “Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him” (Isaiah 43:7). God created us so that His glory (which is His goodness – Exodus 33:18, 19) could be revealed to the universe. Rather than making robots, God made mankind with a free will to choose to follow Him or go our own way.
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A New Creation
2 Corinthians 5:17




Unfortunately, something went wrong very quickly. Mankind ate of the forbidden fruit and God’s image was marred. Immediately things changed. Whereas before, he was delighted to meet his Creator, after man sinned he was afraid and hid from God (Genesis 3:10). Imagine how God felt when this happened! Suppose you come home from work to greet your children and they run and hide in the closet trembling. How would that make you feel? Some-thing had to be done to repair this broken relationship and restore the image of God in His children. Jesus said, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). He came not to save “who,” but “what” was lost. What was lost was the ability for man to be what he was created to be—the image of God. The image of God was lost when man sinned, and Jesus came to restore it.

What was Lost

Adam and Eve were told that if they ate the fruit of the forbidden tree they would die. Yet death is not the worst part of it. Death is a side effect of the loss of the image of God in humanity. God had a plan in place that if man would sin, He would make a way to restore His image to mankind. God sent “…his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Romans 8:3, 4).

The “righteousness of the law” is “the righteousness of God” (Romans 3:21, 22), it is His own character. God said, “For this is the [new] covenant …I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts…” (Hebrews 8:10). It is not a list of do’s and don’ts that God puts in our hearts, but the living law, “the spirit of life in Christ Jesus.” This is what brings freedom from sin and goes far beyond obedience to a list of rules (Matthew 5:20-22, 27, 28, 38-48). The rules are still used as a barometer of your heart, but if you stop with that you will come up short of the plan God created you for (Matthew 19:16-22).

The Bible says of Christ, “…as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name” (John 1:12). You see, salvation is not about praying a prayer to get your name written in a book so you can live forever. Salvation is about restoring what was lost in Eden by God infusing His Spirit in you to transform your life from the inside out. “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). The focus is not that we might live forever, but “that we might be made the righteousness of God in him,” “That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us.” This is what salvation is all about: transformation. Living forever is a side effect of the plan of salvation, not the end goal. The end goal is the righteousness, even the very image, of God being restored to humanity. “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).

But I am a Mess

Every one of us has gone astray; we have all gone our own way. “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one… For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:10-12, 23). We are all a mess apart from the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit of God.

When Jesus was being nailed to the cross, He said, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). Anyone who does anything contrary to God’s pure character of love does not really know what they are doing. If they knew God, and understood how very much He loves them, they would love Him (1 John 4:7, 8). Our Saviour knows our condition is a mess, He knows we have done wrong. That does not surprise Him; He did not expect anything else from those who have lost the image of God. He is not mad at any of us for our failures. Yes, it hurts Him to see the suffering sin has caused, but He knows our frame (Psalms 103:14). He loves us immensely anyway, and it was “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). God knew what He was getting when He paid an immense price for you. He knows your value and potential. He wants you to see yourself the way He does because He knows it will change your life.

Being Transformed

God wants us to repent and be transformed and He has a perfect plan to get that accomplished. “…the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?” (Romans 2:4). It is not the reprimand of God that changes your life, it is the goodness of God that changes you. Your children do not need an angrier dad to change them, but a loving and kind dad. Goodness is magnetic! God leads us, He does not drive us.

Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free… Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin… If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:32, 34, 36). Freedom from sin is a blessing given to us by Christ. Paul wrote, “…as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness” (Romans 6:19). “Awake to righteousness, and sin not…” (1 Corinthians 15:34).

It is time to awake to righteousness. This can only be done by faith. It all has to do with what you see as reality. “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:11). This has to do with your outlook, your eye. Jesus said, “The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness. Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness. If thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the bright shining of a candle doth give thee light” (Luke 11:34-36).

When you see things in your life the way God says they are, then your life will reflect that. If you consider yourself to be dead to sin and alive to righteousness, and live according to that belief, you will be changed. Jesus is inviting us into what we were created for, to reflect the image of God. Jesus is “…the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Jesus doesn’t just forgive our sins, He removes them from us. Acknowledge that sin has been removed from your life as He promised (1 John 1:9) and move forward in that reality.

Look at these amazing promises:

“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace” (Romans 6:11-14).

“But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof” (Romans 13:14). “And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts” (Galatians 5:24). “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Romans 8:1). “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Colossians 1:13).

Living from a New Life

I do not want to live a life of theory but of reality. I am not going to live from the place of where I was, but from the place of what I have become. Everything changes. “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). I am not here to survive. I am not praying for a better day. I am not hoping that all my ducks line up in a row. I am being transformed so that no matter what happens I can shine and make Him known. He didn’t promise me a smooth ride. He promised me everything necessary to be like Him.

The Bible says, “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 1:3, 4). All that we need to be transformed has been given us and is accessible by faith in His promises.

“For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones” (Ephesians 5:30). It is no longer I who calls the shots, I am part of the body of Christ, controlled by Him. “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). These are powerful promises and must be accepted to move from theory to reality. “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27).

Jesus said, “Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit. O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things” (Matthew 12:33-35).

Jesus gave His life that we “might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified” (Isaiah 61:3). Of the righteous, God says, “And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psalms 1:3). A tree of righteousness is the planting of the Lord. A tree gathers nutrients from the soil where it is planted. God provides the nutrients, the sun, rain, and fruit. Having good fruit is dependent upon being connected to God, the source of all goodness (Mark 10:18).

When you teach someone who they are, then everything changes. Invite Jesus to live in your heart, and accept by faith that He is living in you, then walk in that reality. Your life will not be the same.

_______________________________________________________________________________

Strife and Separation
by Lynnford Beachy
About 2,000 years ago Jesus Christ came to this earth to reveal the depths of God’s love. He began to build His church, established upon His identity as the Son of God (Matthew 16:13-18). He did not speak of building many churches, but just one, “the church of the firstborn” (Hebrews 12:23). Since then, those who claim to follow Him have split up into many denominations. There are Baptists, Methodists, Lutherans, Catholics, Presbyterian, Pentecostals, etc., and each of these are split into sub groups, making a multitude of different denominations. Some have claimed there are as many as 40,000 denominations, but I recently learned that this is a grossly inflated number invented to exaggerate the divisions. Regardless, there are over 1,000 separate denominations, each claiming that their denomination is the correct one.
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Did Jesus ever intend for His church to be so divided? Does He approve of all the divisions and sub-divisions that exist in His church, which is “the body of Christ”? (Colossians 1:18, 24; 1 Corinthians 12:12-26). If not, what is causing all this division? I, personally, have never been a member of any denomination. I became a member of the body of Christ, which is His church, when I invited Christ to live in my heart and He transformed me from a thieving drug addict into a new person twenty-four years ago.

Early Divisions

Very early in the Christian church there began to be divisions. John, the author of five books of the Bible, wrote, “I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church” (3 John 1:9-10). This is a very sad situation. John was a close disciple of Jesus, “whom Jesus loved” (John 13:23). He wrote extensively about the great love of God in giving His only begotten Son to die for our sins (John 3:16; 1 John 4:7-10). Yet, Diotrephes refused to accept John or His companions into his “church,” and if any of his members received them, they would be cast “out of the church.”

What “church” did Diotrephes cast people out of? Did he cast them out of the church of Jesus Christ? No! He cast them out of his own man-made church. He made a division in the church that excluded one of the most beloved disciples of Jesus Christ, along with anyone who would receive him. Was this division because of a problem in John, or a problem in Diotrephes?

Biblical Divisions

There are only a few places found in the Bible, where divisions seem to be warranted, and you may be surprised what they are. Paul wrote, “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (Romans 16:17, 18). Here we are told to avoid certain people, the ones who “cause divisions.”

Paul further explained, “If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself” (1 Timothy 6:3-5).

Here again, we are told to avoid certain people, and these are the ones who cause division by “doting about questions and strifes of words.” The Greek word translated “doting” in this verse means “to be sick,… to be taken with such an interest in a thing as amounts to a disease” (Thayer’s Greek Lexicon). Sometimes people can get so caught up with unimportant questions and divisions over words that they become sick mentally, and they suppose that “gain is godliness.” If they can get you to accept their own twisted or unimportant explanation of a word, they think that you have become more godly. They have a distorted view of what godliness really is. They have become caught up in unimportant details to the neglect of what is really important. They start majoring in minors. This is the primary reason for all the divisions in the body of Christ today. The Bible instructs us to withdraw from these people. The biblical reason for dividing is to divide from people who are divisive.

Paul also wrote, “Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers. Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness” (2 Timothy 2:14-16). We have often heard or read verse fifteen, which tells us the importance of studying the Bible, but notice the immediate context before and after. We are told not to strive “about words to no profit.” Many of the divisions in the body of Christ are over unimportant issues that do not make people more godly, but rather “increase unto more ungodliness.”

When a person gets caught up in making minor issues into major ones, it does not help anyone; instead it hurts many people, causing a division where none should be and making people more unlike Christ. Such people begin to look down their noses at others who do not see things in the same exclusive way they do. God spoke of these people: “Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the day” (Isaiah 65:5).

Many doctrines that people quibble over do not make anyone more holy, but rather only make them think they are more holy, which then actually makes them less holy and more detestable. God tells us to avoid people who cause such divisions.

A few verses after we are told to study the Bible for ourselves, Paul instructed: “But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes” (2 Timothy 2:23). We are not to get embroiled in debates that are unprofitable to forming godly characters.

This is the immediate context of the following verses: “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away” (2 Timothy 3:1-5). Here we are told to withdraw ourselves from certain types of people—those who have a form of godliness but do not have the power that transforms their lives. They may have cunning words and the ability to explain deep things in the Bible, but their personal lives are a wreck.

Up until the end of this list, it seems that Paul is talking about non-Christians, but then he says they have a form of godliness without the power. Paul is talking about people in the church. He goes on to say, “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Timothy 3:7). The truth is a person, Jesus Christ, who is “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). Without Him, knowledge is useless and can actually be damaging because it is often relied upon to the exclusion of Christ. Jesus said, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.” (John 5:39, 40).

Simplicity

The gospel is simple enough for children to understand. Nobody has to go to college to get a theological degree to understand the gospel. It is simple, but man has made it complicated. Paul cautioned, “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3). Don’t worry if you cannot understand Greek or Hebrew, or you cannot recite many verses of the Bible. If you have Christ, and He has made you free and transformed your life so that you are kind and loving, then you have more of what is really important than many who have college degrees in theology.

The highly trained church leaders of Christ’s day were called “scribes and Pharisees.” Jesus said to them, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith [and the love of God – Luke 11:42]: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone” (Matthew 23:23).

Jesus “…spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted” (Luke 18:9-14). A simple person with humility and a transformed heart is far better off than an intellectual man who trusts in himself that he is righteous and despises others.

Laodiceans

The Bible says, “And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me” (Revelation 3:14-20).

The Laodicean church is the last of the seven churches spoken of in the book of Revelation, and their condition is more descriptive of today than at any other time in history. The members of this church have a huge problem because Jesus is outside knocking instead of inside living. There are three conditions mentioned here, hot, cold, and lukewarm. The worst of these three is lukewarm. Being hot is to be on fire for the Lord, excited and thankful for His love and for what He is doing in the lives of His people. Being cold is being indifferent to God, living without considering eternal issues. Both of these conditions are preferable to being lukewarm. Being lukewarm is a condition of complacency, where one believes they already have all they need to have and knows all they need to know, when in reality they are full of nothing but corruption. This is hypocrisy, and was the condition of many church leaders of Christ’s day. Sadly, it is even more true today.

The spirit of division that causes people to separate over non-essential doctrines is the cause of the lukewarm condition. It makes people more dependent upon their head knowledge than their heart condition. They lose sight of genuine godliness and think that their increased knowledge is what is important. They think of themselves as righteous and despise others.

When God tells us to avoid and separate from people it is to avoid this deplorable condition. We are to withdraw ourselves from those who want to divide from others because of their own supposed valuable knowledge. All true doctrines are only useful in so far as they transform one’s character into the image of Christ. If a doctrine (teaching) does not do that, then it is actually detrimental, and you would be better off without it.

Don’t get me wrong, knowing true, essential doctrines is very important. The lack of these can actually cause one to be lost (Hosea 4:6). Yet, it is extremely important to have a balanced perspective of what is essential knowledge. The first lie Satan told to mankind related to God’s character of love (Genesis3:1-6). Satan portrayed God as selfish and unkind. The most important knowledge you can have is to know that God is good, loving, merciful, etc. (Jeremiah 9:23, 24). Knowing that God loves you with all His heart, so much so that He gave His only begotten Son to die for your sins, is vital knowledge. Doctrines that directly relate to that are essential.

The Prodigal Son’s Brother

Jesus gave an amazing parable of a prodigal son that illustrates God’s unfathomable love for us even when we go astray. Yet, there is an often over-looked portion of the story that needs our attention. Notice who Jesus was addressing in this parable: “Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. And he spake this parable unto them, saying…” (Luke 15:1-3).

The people in His audience were a multitude of publicans and sinners, the rejected of society. Also in His audience were scribes and Pharisees, complaining about Jesus receiving and eating with sinners. There were two classes of people that needed attention. The prodigal son represented the publicans and sinners who recognized their need and came to the Father seeking help. The older brother represented the church leaders who looked down their noses at the sinners, thinking they were not valuable enough to be regarded as brothers and sisters.

After the prodigal son returned home, his father threw a party for him, rejoicing that he had returned. “Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing. And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him. And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found” (Luke 15:25-32).

The older brother was not happy that his younger brother had come home. He even knew that his brother had spent all of his money, and probably knew about the famine, but did nothing to try to help him. Instead he would rather that his younger brother had not returned—and even died. He felt himself righteous and despised those whom he thought were not, including his own brother. His pride prevented him from entering into the joy of his father for the return of his son.

Pride

“Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom” (Proverbs 13:10). If there is contention, division and strife in your church fellowship, you can be 100% certain that it is caused by pride. Mankind has the tendency of wanting to feel superior to those around us to give us a sense of self-worth. The sad thing is that to do this we must ignore that we are already valued at the price of the only begotten Son of God, who was given for us, so we don’t need any further confirmation of our worth.

Pride is one of the greatest abominations spoken of in the Bible. According to the Bible, a proud look is an abomination to God and listed among the seven great abominations that He hates. “These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren” (Proverbs 6:16-19).

First on the list of detestable things that God hates is a proud look, and the last is “he that soweth discord among brethren.” This abomination is practiced far too often by those who have a form of godliness but deny the power of God. Sowing discord among brethren is doing things that would cause brethren to fight each other. This is such a grievous abomination to God that He tells us to avoid people who do this. God hates it when His people fight each other. This is the work of Satan to divide and conquer, and we must not allow him to succeed. If we are to divide from anyone, the biblical admonition is to divide from people who cause division.

The Bridge

I ran across a hypothetical story that illustrates the sadness of people using doctrines as an excuse to mistreat others. The story goes like this:

I was walking across a bridge one day, and I saw a man standing on the edge, about to jump off. So I ran over and said, “Stop! Don’t do it!” “Why shouldn’t I?” he said. I said, “Well, there’s so much to live for!” He said, “Like what?” I said, “Well, are you religious or atheist?” He said, “Religious.” I said, “Me too! Are you Christian or Buddhist?” He said, “Christian.” I said, “Me too! Are you Catholic or Protestant?” He said, “Protestant.” I said, “Me too! Are you Episcopalian or Baptist?” He said, “Baptist!” I said, “Wow! Me too! Are you from Baptist Church of God or Baptist Church of the Lord? He said, “Baptist Church of God!” I said, “Me too! Are you from Original Baptist Church of God or are you Reformed Baptist Church of God?” He said, “Reformed Baptist Church of God!” I said, “Me too! Are you Reformed Baptist Church of God, Reformation of 1879, or Reformed Baptist Church of God, Reformation of 1915?” He said, “Reformed Baptist Church of God, Reformation of 1915!” I said, “Die, heretic scum!” and pushed him off.

This story could be rewritten using any denomination to illustrate it in your own experience. Few people would take the last step of this story, but many are willing to put up barriers to keep from communicating or mingling with those who see things differently. Are these separations healthy, or biblical?

An Illustration

A few years ago I smashed a finger on my left hand with a hammer that my right hand was carelessly wielding. Fortunately, my left hand did not retaliate against my right hand for hurting it. Imagine if it had the ability to say, “Just you wait until I get the hammer and I will show you what it feels like to get smashed.” Unfortunately, members of the body of Christ treat each other as ridiculously as that.

When my left hand was hurt, I had to be careful with it. Sometimes my right hand put a Band-aid on it to keep the nail from catching on something and being pulled off. I was careful to protect this part of my body that was hurting. I had to watch over it, and that is the way we should be as a church; as part of the body of Christ. If we see some part that is hurting, or struggling, we should take extra care to help strengthen that part, to protect it. God says that we should care for one another (1 Corinthians 12:25).

In fact, Jesus spoke about how we treat others and said, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matthew 25:40). He also said, “Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me” (Matthew 25:45). However we treat other parts of the body of Christ, we are doing it to Jesus Himself. Remember this the next time you communicate with people.

Conclusion

Whenever you are tempted to separate from others, please consider what is driving this decision. Are you part of the problem or part of the solution? There is a time for divisions, biblically speaking, but these are rarely the type of divisions that exist in the body of Christ. If you are going to divide, divide from those who are divisive.

I am not advocating that all denominations unite together by compromising essential truths, but I am advocating that all Christians put down their petty differences and stop fighting one another over things that do not help to produce godly characters. This is doing much more harm than good. We should unite with as many people as we can without compromising principle. “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men” (Romans 12:18). May God bless us to help heal His hurting body, is my prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen!
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Sample of Available Printed Publications
These are just a few of the many publications we have available. Pamphlets marked with * are available in Spanish. Those marked with ►will be available in Spanish soon.
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	God’s Love on Trial
This 44-page book reveals how God’s love has been under attack by the invention of false theories about God that misrepresent His character. Here you will see why it is so important to know God.*
	[image: image5.jpg]



	Finding Your Identity
This tract was the lead article in the June 2015 issue of Present Truth. It focuses on our need to find our identity in Jesus Christ instead of other people, our possessions, or talents. We have had many positive responses from this article, along with a request to turn it into a pamphlet.
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	Christ in You

This 10-page booklet emphasizes the need to truly have Christ living in you. It focuses on Christ as our Comforter and gives a biblical perspective on the Holy Spirit of God.*
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	The Incredible Love of God
This tract was the lead article in the January 2015 issue of Present Truth. It focuses on how deeply God loves us. We have had many positive responses from this article, so we decided to turn it into a pamphlet. It is one of the easiest tracts to share.
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	Understanding the Personality of God

This 54-page book is a thorough Bible study on the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit of God, demonstrating that Jesus Christ truly is the Son of God who really died for our sins. ►
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	Study to Show Thyself Approved
A tract advertising the free monthly newsletter Present Truth. It challenges people to study the Bible for themselves rather than accepting whatever men tell them about the Bible.
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	Answering Objections

This 54-page book is a companion to Understand-ing the Personality of God. It is an in-depth Bible study on all of the verses used to discredit the facts found in that book. ►
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	Shelter in the Storm

A study showing the Bible's instruction for us to be ready to withstand the coming crisis by having a strong relationship with God, by knowing His love for us in giving His only begotten Son to die for us.*
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	Heresies Among You

This pamphlet is a Bible study showing why God allows false teachings to be among His people. It is a call for everyone to study the Bible for ourselves rather than trusting humans to tell us what is true.
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	The Law of God
This tract is a comparison of the law of God in the Old Testament, the New Testament, and how man has tried to change it.*
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Something for the Young at Heart

This month we are continuing a series of studies written by my children. In order to maintain the flow of the study, this crossword puzzle is not split into Across and Down sections—Across or Down is indicated at the end of each line. (The KJV is required.)

To complete this crossword, please download the PDF version of this newsletter.

Pride – by Rebekah Beachy

› “The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his ____.” Psalms 10:4—21 Across

› “The Lord shall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that speaketh ____ things.” Psalms 12:3—1 Across

› “Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his ____, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies.” Psalms 40:4—7 Down

› “The fear of the Lord is to ____ evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.” Proverbs 8:13—15 Across

› “When pride cometh, then cometh ____: but with the lowly is wisdom.” Proverbs 11:2—16 Down

› “Only by pride cometh ____: but with the well advised is wisdom.” Proverbs 13:10—8 Down

› “In the mouth of the ____ is a rod of pride: but the lips of the wise shall preserve them.” Proverbs 14:3—14 Down

› “The Lord will destroy the ____ of the proud: but he will establish the border of the widow.” Proverbs 15:25—13 Across

› “Every one that is proud in heart is an ____ to the Lord: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.” Proverbs 16:5—19 Across

› “Pride goeth before ____, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” Proverbs 16:18—3 Down

› “Better it is to be of an ____ spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.” Proverbs 16:19—20 Across

› “An high ____, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is sin.” Proverbs 21:4—18 Down

› “He that is of a proud heart stirreth up ____: but he that putteth his trust in the Lord shall be made fat.” Proverbs 28:25—5 Down

› “A man’s pride shall bring him low: but ____ shall uphold the humble in spirit.” Proverbs 29:23—10 Across

› “Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister ____, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.” Ezekiel 16:49—17 Across

› “But when his [King Nebuchadnezzar’s] heart was lifted up, and his mind ____ in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him.” Daniel 5:20—6 Down

› “The pride of thine heart hath ____ thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground?” Obadiah 1:3—2 Down

› “For from ____, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.” Mark 7:21, 22—9 Down

› “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God ____ the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.” James 4:6—4 Across

› “Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with ____: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.” 1 Peter 5:5—11 Across

› “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of ____, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” 1 John 2:16—12 Across

Note: If you or your children would like to participate in preparing Crossword Bible studies, send us a Bible study in the format above, with one word missing and replaced with a blank ____. Put the missing word at the beginning of the paragraph followed by a colon: (Make sure that you do not use the same word twice). Make sure each verse is relevant to the study and provide approximately 20 verses). If you send this to us we may be able to include it in an upcoming issue of Present Truth.
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