
2 Peter 1:12

Dear Readers, April 2006

“Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.” (1 Timothy 1:2) By the time you receive

this paper, I will have just arrived in Brasil. Please keep me in your prayers, along with all the brethren I will be seeing

there. Also, please keep my associate, Pastor Allen Stump, in your prayers, as he is preparing to go to Nigeria for a camp

meeting. The Lord has been doing a good work in Nigeria. Both Pastor Stump and myself will be sharing the good news

of God’s love. I pray that many people will be drawn closer to the Lord as a result of these trips.

Faith is the Victory
by Lynnford Beachy

(The following study is taken from a sermon preached in Or-
lando, Florida on October 22, 2005. Editor)

Let’s open our Bibles to 1 John 5:4. This verse is a good
theme verse for this message. It says, “For whatsoever is
born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory
that overcometh the world, even our faith.” Faith is the vic-
tory that overcomes the world. Our faith is very important.

First, let’s look at a few principles. The Scriptures de-
clare: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desper-
ately wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9) Is this
talking about a righteous man? No! This is someone who
has not been born again. When we came into this world we
had a heart problem. The Bible says, “The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God.” (1 Corinthians
2:14) We were born with a wicked heart, giving us the natu-
ral tendency to do wrong.

Most of the time, when the Bible uses the word “heart” it
is referring to the mind, where a person thinks. For example:
“The thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” (Gene-
sis 6:5) In this context, the heart is not a physical organ in
the body but it is the mind. Let’s look at Romans 8:7: “The
carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be.” Since the carnal mind is
enmity against God, it cannot be subject to the law of God.
The carnal mind is a problem. If you have a carnal mind, are
you able to obey the law of God according to the Scriptures?
No, you can’t! This carnal mind is equivalent to the heart we
just read about that is deceitful and desperately wicked. It is
a problem, isn’t it? As long as we have carnal minds, we
cannot obey the law of God.

Is it important to obey the law of God? How completely?
Completely and perfectly, right? Is it possible? Yes! Jesus
said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15)
And how does this happen? By faith! This is the only way it
can happen. Jesus said, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as

your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48)
Jesus told us that we must be perfect, and He didn’t stop
here, He continued, “even as your Father in heaven is per-
fect.” That’s the highest standard that we could ever try and
live up to. Can we do it of ourselves? No! It will never hap-
pen, will it? Of ourselves we can never reach that perfection,
but there is a way, isn’t there? Jesus wouldn’t lift up a stan-
dard that is impossible to reach. We must be perfect! But
this cannot happen as long as we have a corrupt heart.

Jesus illustrated this principle when He said, “A good
tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt
tree bring forth good fruit. For every tree is known by his own
fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble
bush gather they grapes. A good man out of the good trea-
sure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an
evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth
that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his
mouth speaketh.” (Luke 6:43-45) Jesus also explained, “For
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.” (Matthew
15:19) If you have a corrupt heart, then evil thoughts and
evil deeds will naturally come out in the life. If evil thoughts
and actions come out of your heart, it demonstrates that you
have a corrupt heart, for if it were pure, good thoughts and
actions would come out. Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure
in heart: for they shall see God.” (Matthew 5:8) Woe unto
them who are impure in heart, for they shall not see God.

One writer expressed it this way, “When the thought of
evil is loved and cherished, however secretly, said Jesus, it
shows that sin still reigns in the heart. The soul is still in the
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gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniq-
uity. He who finds pleasure in dwelling
upon scenes of impurity, who indulges
the evil thought, the lustful look, may
behold in the open sin,… the true na-
ture of the evil which he has hidden in
the chambers of the soul. The season
of temptation, under which, it may be,
one falls into grievous sin, does not
create the evil that is revealed, but only
develops or makes manifest that which
was hidden and latent in the heart. As a
man ‘thinketh in his heart, so is he;’ for
out of the heart ‘are the issues of life.’
Proverbs 23:7; 4:23.” (Thoughts from
the Mount of Blessing, page 60)

An Inward Change
Jesus often pointed to the inward

change that must take place. Rebuking
the self-righteousness of the scribes
and Pharisees, Jesus warned, “Woe
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! for ye make clean the outside of
the cup and of the platter, but within
they are full of extortion and excess.
Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that
which is within the cup and platter, that
the outside of them may be clean also.”
(Matthew 23:25, 26) When the inside is
cleansed, the outside will naturally be
clean. But when the inside is dirty, it is
very difficult to try to make the outside
clean. The Pharisees were very good
at trying to make their outward lives
conform to the law of God. They were
so zealous for the law they even added
their own laws to make them appear
more pious than God required, yet Je-
sus revealed that their hearts were still
corrupt. Jesus admonished us, “Except
your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the scribes and Phari-
sees, ye shall in no case enter into the
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:20) All
of their supposed righteousness was
not enough for the scribes and Phari-
sees to make it into heaven. Jesus said
you must have something better or you
will not enter the kingdom of God.

These Jewish leaders were starting
at the wrong place. They were trying to
become clean from the outside in, but
this is the opposite of God’s plan. He
wants to clean the inside first, and then
the outside will be clean also. I recently
read a very insightful comment on this
subject that I would like to share with
you. It says, “There are many who try to

reform by correcting this or that bad
habit, and they hope in this way to be-
come Christians, but they are begin-
ning in the wrong place. Our first work
is with the heart.” (Christ’s Object Les-
sons, page 97) There are basically
three types of people in this world: 1)
Those with a corrupt heart who enjoy
doing wickedness. 2) Those with a
pure heart who enjoy doing righteous-
ness. 3) Those with a corrupt heart who
try to do righteousness even though
their heart constantly longs to do wick-
edness. Of all of these people, group
number 3 is very miserable, for they are
constantly trying to do something they
don’t want to do, they are trying to force
themselves to do good when in their
hearts they only want to do evil. This
group usually tries to do good out of a
sense of duty because they think, in
this way, they will earn salvation.

I would like to share another insight-
ful comment on this point. “The man
who attempts to keep the command-
ments of God from a sense of obligation
merely—because he is required to do
so—will never enter into the joy of obe-
dience. He does not obey. When the re-
quirements of God are accounted a
burden because they cut across human
inclination, we may know that the life is
not a Christian life. True obedience is
the outworking of a principle within. It
springs from the love of righteousness,
the love of the law of God.” (Ibid.)

When Jesus was here, do you think
it was a burden for Him to do good? Did
He wake up in the morning and say,
“Oh, I wish I didn’t have to go out to
preach and heal those people again, I
would rather go watch the events at the
coliseum”? No! It was His delight to do
the will of God. He didn’t consider it a
burden. Jesus said, through His
prophet, “I delight to do thy will, O my
God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”
(Psalms 40:8) When the law of the Lord
is in our hearts, it is a delight to do the
will of God, not a burden. John said,
“For this is the love of God, that we
keep his commandments: and his com-
mandments are not grievous.” (1 John
5:3) If we find it grievous, or a burden to
keep God’s law, then we can be sure
that the law of God is not within our
hearts because, if it were, it would be a
delight to obey it. It was a delight for Je-
sus, and it can be a delight for us too.

Jesus “loved righteousness, and
hated iniquity.” (Hebrews 1:9) Paul en-
courages us to “Let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 2:5) Paul assures us that
we can “have the mind of Christ.” (1 Co-
rinthians 2:16) This is what the new
covenant is all about. “This is the cove-
nant that I will make with them after
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my
laws into their hearts, and in their minds
will I write them.” (Hebrews 10:16)
Many Christians claim to be New Cove-
nant Christians while they proclaim that
the law has been done away with. This
cannot be! A New Covenant Christian
has the law of God written in his heart,
and obedience to that law will be a nat-
ural result of the new covenant. He will
experience the same results that Jesus
had from having the law in His heart.
The believer will delight to do the law of
God, just as Jesus did.

Ye Must be Born Again
Jesus said we must be perfect. How

does that happen? When a church
leader came to Jesus by night, Jesus
said, “Ye must be born again.” (John
3:7) This man was a Pharisee, expert in
the art of cleaning the outside of the
cup, making everything appear clean,
while the inside was still dirty. Jesus
said to him, “Ye must be born again.”
He also said, “Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” (John 3:3) It is of vital importance
to be born again. Without this experi-
ence, we cannot enter into heaven. As
long as we have a carnal mind, we can-
not obey God, we cannot please God.

Let us notice something else that
we have by birth. We have sinful flesh
also. Did Jesus have sinful flesh? The
Bible says, “In all things it behoved him
to be made like unto his brethren.” (He-
brews 2:17) Jesus had the same flesh
and blood that you and I have. He had
sinful flesh. God sent “his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh.” (Romans
8:3) Now, when Jesus was born did He
take upon Him the nature of Adam be-
fore he fell? According to Hebrews
2:16, God tells us that Jesus took upon
him “the seed of Abraham.” What kind
of a person was Abraham? He had sin-
ful flesh didn’t he? In verse 14 God
says, “Forasmuch then as the children
are partakers of flesh and blood, he
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also himself likewise took part of the
same.” (Hebrews 2:14) The children
are partakers of flesh. What children
was he talking about? Children of
Adam, descendants of Adam. Jesus
had the same flesh and blood that
Abraham had, the same flesh and
blood that you and I have. The Bible
says that Jesus partook of the same
flesh that we have. This is vitally impor-
tant because John tells us that the
antichrist denies that Jesus came in the
flesh. (1 John 4:3) It is very important
for us to understand what it means that
Jesus came in the flesh.

Now, remember, I asked the ques-
tion, “Did Jesus come in sinful flesh?” I
didn’t ask you if He had a carnal mind. I
will do that now. “Did Jesus have a car-
nal mind?” No! He did not have a carnal
mind, or He would not have been able
to be subject to the law of God. We
know He was subject to the law of God
all of His life, for the Bible says that
Christ “did no sin.” (1 Peter 2:22) He
had sinful flesh but not a carnal mind.
He had a pure mind. He was undefiled.
He was without sin. He “knew no sin.”
(2 Corinthians 5:21)

Our real problem is the carnal mind.
If we have a spiritual mind but still have
sinful flesh, can we overcome? Of
course we can overcome, because Je-
sus did it, didn’t He?

So, the carnal mind is what has to
go, not the sinful flesh. David recog-
nized this, as demonstrated by his
prayer after he sinned with Bathsheba.
David asked God to create in him a
“clean heart.” (Psalm 51:10) David un-
derstood that he had a problem. He
had a carnal mind that led him into sin;
he had a heart problem. He needed a
change, so he asked God to give him a
new heart.

In Ezekiel 36:26, God promises, “A
new heart also will I give you.” Who is
God speaking to? That’s right, to you
and me, each one of us. He’s speaking
to you, today, right now. He says, “A
new heart also will I give you.” That’s
comforting isn’t it, especially when we
read about what our hearts are like. We
need a new heart, don’t we? He says,
“A new heart also will I give you, and a
new spirit will I put within you, and I will
take away the stony heart out of your
flesh.” Well that’s encouraging! Of the
stony heart, He says, “I’m going to take

it away. I’m going to take it out of your
flesh,” and then He says, “and I will give
you an heart of flesh. And I will put my
spirit within you, and cause you to walk
in my statutes, and ye shall keep my
judgments, and do them.” (Verse 27)
Whose heart does God offer to give us,
whose spirit? It’s His Spirit. If it was
anything less, or anything other than
that, what good would it do? It wouldn’t
do any good, would it? He offers to give
each one of us a new heart and we
need it. Without this transformation,
without this heart transplant, we’re
never going to obey God. We can try,
but the carnal mind is enmity against
God and it cannot be subject to the law
of God. No matter how hard you try to
make this carnal mind subject to the will
of God, it’s not going to happen.

We need a heart transplant. That’s
why Jesus said “ye must be born
again.” Without that you will not see the
kingdom of heaven. When you are born
again, God takes away the old stony
heart out of your flesh and gives you a
new heart. Now where does He put that
new heart? Where the old heart was, in
our flesh. Does He offer to give new
flesh? Not until the first resurrection
when we are transformed at Christ’s re-
turn and we are given new bodies. Until
then, we’re stuck with this flesh, aren’t
we? We’re stuck with the same thing
we were born with, the same sinful
flesh. But we have hope, because, if we
have a new heart, then this flesh does-
n’t have to rule us anymore. This flesh
can be put to death, so to speak. We
can be like Paul who said, “I keep un-
der my body, and bring it into subjec-
tion” (1 Corinthians 9:27)

Walk After the Spirit
I want us to remember the great

promise in Ezekiel 36. Paul said, “The
carnal mind is enmity against God: for it
is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be. So then they that are in
the flesh cannot please God.” (Romans
8:7, 8) In verse one God tells us, “There
is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.” So that’s the definition of some-
body who is in Christ, they walk after
the Spirit not after the flesh. The follow-
ing verses say, “But ye are not in the
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the

Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of his. And if Christ be in you, the
body is dead because of sin; but the
Spirit is life because of righteousness.
But if the Spirit of him that raised up Je-
sus from the dead dwell in you, he that
raised up Christ from the dead shall
also quicken your mortal bodies by his
Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore,
brethren, we are debtors, not to the
flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live
after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds
of the body, ye shall live. For as many
as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the sons of God. For ye have not re-
ceived the spirit of bondage again to
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Fa-
ther.” (Romans 8:9-15)

That is interesting. We have re-
ceived the Spirit of adoption whereby
we cry, Abba, Father. Paul used this
phrase in another place. In Galatians
4:6 it says a very similar thing. “Be-
cause ye are sons, God hath sent forth
the Spirit of his Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father.” So who does the
crying, “Abba, Father?” The Spirit of
His Son.

Let’s turn back to Romans chapter
8:16, “The Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children
of God:” We become the children of
God by receiving the Spirit of Christ into
our lives. And of course Jesus doesn’t
come alone, does He? Remember, in
John 14:23 Jesus said, “If a man love
me, he will keep my words: and my Fa-
ther will love him, and we will come
unto him, and make our abode with
him.” The Father and the Son both
come and make their abode in our
hearts. Isn’t that encouraging?

A Message to the Laodiceans
Do you remember the message to

the Laodicean church? Jesus says they
think they are rich and increased with
goods and need nothing, but in reality
they are poor, wretched, blind, and na-
ked. They are in need of everything, but
they think they need nothing. And what
is Jesus doing in Revelations 3:20? He
says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock.” He wants to come in. What
does that tell you? He’s outside, right?
That’s the problem with the Laodicean
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church. If Christ is outside what do they
have? They still have a carnal mind,
right? Don’t be discouraged, Jesus
gives us hope. He continues, “If any
man hear my voice, and open the door,
I will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me.” So, there is hope,
even for the Laodicean. If Christ is out-
side, we need Him to be inside, and He
is trying to get inside. He wants to be
there. When Christ was outside did
they have a form of godliness? They
had a form of godliness, didn’t they?
They thought everything was fine. They
thought they were rich and increased
with goods. They were equivalent to
what Jesus said about the Pharisees.
Everything on the outside seemed to
be clean, but the inside is filthy. That is
the problem of the Laodicean.

You’ve heard the statement, “If the
shoe fits, wear it.” If this is a description
of us, then we have a problem. We
need Jesus inside.

Now, what is a result of having Je-
sus inside? Let’s look at 1 John 3:6-8. It
says, “Whosoever abideth in him
sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not
seen him, neither known him. Little chil-
dren, let no man deceive you: he that
doeth righteousness is righteous, even
as he is righteous. He that committeth
sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth
from the beginning. For this purpose
the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil.”
Jesus wants to destroy the works of the
devil. Where? In us, in each one of us,
sin is to be destroyed. Verse 9 says,
“Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin; for his seed remaineth in
him: and he cannot sin, because he is
born of God.” Who is His seed? Christ
is His seed and if His seed remains in a
person, what happens? It says he “doth
not commit sin.” So if there is sin,
known sin, in our lives anywhere, what
is that evidence of? Let’s be honest
with ourselves. That means we still
have our carnal mind, right? If there are
known sins in our lives then we have a
big problem. The problem is that Christ
is still outside knocking. If He were in-
side what would happen? The known
sins wouldn’t be there, would they?

Known and Unknown Sins
Now, I want to make something

clear when I say, “known sins.” I am

using this term to refer to sins that God
has revealed to us—things that we
know are wrong. I am going to use the
term “unknown sins” to refer to things
that we do which are contrary to God’s
law, but which God has not yet made
known to us, and therefore He does not
hold us accountable. Moses spoke of
this when he wrote, “If any one of the
common people sin through ignorance,
while he doeth somewhat against any
of the commandments of the LORD
concerning things which ought not to
be done, and be guilty; Or if his sin,
which he hath sinned, come to his
knowledge: then he shall bring his of-
fering,… for his sin which he hath
sinned.” (Leviticus 4:27, 28)

At the point of conversion does God
reveal every sin to us at once? No! He
doesn’t. If He did we would be over-
whelmed. He reveals what we can han-
dle at the time, but from there He’s got
a process He wants to lead us through.
He wants to bring us higher and higher,
continually revealing more light to us so
that we more perfectly reflect His char-
acter. If we live up to all the light God
gives us, then we are perfect at every
stage of development even though we
have not yet gained full knowledge of
God’s will for us.

Now, is God going to reveal un-
known sins to you while you are still
practicing known sins? Ideally He
wants us to get rid of all the known sins
first before He leads us to the next step.
I mean it would be useless for Him to try
and bring us to the next step when
we’re still stumbling back here. Jesus
said, “Take therefore no thought for the
morrow: for the morrow shall take
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof.” (Mat-
thew 6:34) God doesn’t want you to
take thought for tomorrow, He wants
you to deal with what you have on your
plate right now. He says, “Take care of
that and then we will work on what’s go-
ing to happen tomorrow.” So we need
to live up to the light that we have right
now, and then He will give us more
light.

My Conversion
Now I want to tell a story about my

conversion. I used to be a drug addict. I
used to be extremely involved in drugs,
alcohol, filthy music, filthy language,

and just about everything else you can
think of that is filthy. That was my life-
style, and it was miserable. But one day
the Lord was able to touch my heart, to
give me a realization of who I was, how
wicked I was, how completely lost I
was. At the same time He gave me an
overwhelming desire to change. I didn’t
want to stay that way; I didn’t want to
stay in that condition. He opened my
eyes to see what I was like but the
problem was I didn’t know what to do
about it. I wanted to change but I didn’t
know how that change could take
place.

For about a month and a half I was
in this condition. I was miserable! I
wanted to do good but I was always do-
ing the wrong thing over and over
again. I didn’t know how to do good. I
didn’t know what was supposed to take
place. I didn’t know how to pray. At that
time I had not yet asked Jesus into my
heart, but I wanted Him there. I just did-
n’t know how this could happen.

Fortunately, God did not leave me
in that condition. I am thankful that my
dad came down from Minnesota (I was
living in Tuscon, Arizona at the time) to
help me. He came down and offered to
give me a ride back to Minnesota, to
get me out of the place where I was. All
my friends were drug addicts, so it was
a bad environment for me to be in. It
seemed that if I stayed there I would
keep doing drugs even though I wanted
to quit. I told everyone I was quitting but
pretty soon, out of habit, I was noticing
myself still doing it. It was a difficult situ-
ation.

My dad gave me a book entitled,
Steps to Christ, which was really a
blessing to me. He also pointed out
Psalms 51:10 where David asked for a
new heart. He told me, “This is what
you need, you need a new heart.” He
also showed me the promise of God in
Ezekiel 36:26, 27, where God says, “A
new heart also will I give you, and a
new spirit will I put within you: and I will
take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you an heart of
flesh. And I will put my spirit within you,
and cause you to walk in my statutes,
and ye shall keep my judgments, and
do them.” I read that and I knew this is
what I needed. My dad told me to go
and pray and ask God to give me a new
heart. He also told me, “When you pray
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for this new heart, ask God for a new
heart, and ask Jesus to come into your
life.” He explained, “You’re not going to
feel anything different. You’re not going
to feel God coming in and making a
change, and you’re not even going to
notice it right away. But,” he said, “con-
tinue to believe that what God prom-
ised, He has done. As soon as you ask
Him He will do it, so continue to believe
He has done it and you will notice after
a few days that something has taken
place, that truly there has been a
change.”

Well I had no other choice; I didn’t
have any other options, so I went back
and did what my dad told me to do. I
knelt down and asked God to take
away my stony heart and give me a
new one, and I asked Jesus to come
into my heart. I wanted to be a new per-
son. I got up from that prayer and it was
just as my dad said it would be. I didn’t
notice anything different. I didn’t notice
any big change, but I did what my dad
told me, I continued to believe. I said to
God, “I’m going to take you at your
word.” I was naive enough to believe
God’s word, and accept it just like it
reads.

You know the Bible says we need to
be like little children. That’s the way I
felt. We all need to be simple enough to
accept God’s word just as He said it.
“Okay God, I believe that you have
given me a new heart.” I kept that in my
mind, and I kept thinking about that
continually, and pretty soon, just like he
said, after about two or three days I
could see for sure the evidence that I
had a new heart. The things that I once
loved I now hated, and the things that I
once hated I now loved. It was a com-
plete transformation and I knew it didn’t
come from me. I knew it was something
that God had done.

This is the way that conversion is to
take place—trusting God and taking
Him at His word. It was easy for me, at
that time, to realize how wicked I was
and that I needed a new heart. It’s a lit-
tle harder after you’ve been a pro-
fessed Christian for ten or twenty years
or since childhood, to realize how de-
plorable of a condition you are in. But if
there is still known sin in your life,
you’re just as bad off as I was when I
was on drugs. Isn’t that right? The
known sin has to go. If it is not gone,

then the problem is with your heart.
Your heart needs to be removed and
you need a new heart. We need to take
the Bible just as it says, and accept
God’s promises. When He says he will
do something, He will do it.

Paul talked about Abraham in
Romans 4:20-22, when he said, “He
staggered not at the promise of God
through unbelief; but was strong in
faith, giving glory to God; And being
fully persuaded that, what he had
promised, he was able also to perform.
And therefore it was imputed to him for
righteousness.” He believed that what
God said, He was able to do. That’s ex-
actly what I did. When I was on drugs, I
had no other choice but to take God at
His word, and that’s what I did. And you
know, God honored His promise. He
fulfilled his promise to me and He can
do the same for each one of you today.

Continuing in the New Birth
The Bible says, “As ye have there-

fore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so
walk ye in him.” (Colossians 2:6) The
very same way we receive Christ is the
way we are to continue to walk in Him.
How did you receive Christ? By faith!
This is how we receive Christ and this
is how Christ lives in our hearts.

Let’s turn to Ephesians 3:16, “That
he would grant you, according to the
riches of his glory, to be strengthened
with might by his Spirit in the inner
man.” Where? In the inner man, this
carnal mind has to go. We have to have
God’s Spirit in the inner man. Then it
says, “That Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith.” (verse 17) The Bible
says Christ dwells in your heart by faith.
The same way that He got in there to
begin with is the same way He stays
there. By faith! Is He going to stay there
any other way? Is He going to get in
there initially any other way? No! By
faith is the only way that Christ can
come into your heart and that’s the only
way He is going to stay there.

When I asked God to give me a new
heart and asked Jesus into my life, I be-
lieved that what He said He would do,
and I kept believing that. Now, today,
can we keep believing that or have we
forgotten it? It’s easy to forget, but we
need to keep believing it. We need to
keep in mind that Christ is in us by faith.
If you’ve asked Him into your heart and

you believe He came in, then He’s
there by faith.

Let’s turn to John 6:56 where Jesus
said, “He that eateth my flesh, and
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I
in him.” What does it mean to eat His
flesh and drink His blood? Let’s take
one at a time. Look what it says in verse
63, “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the
flesh profiteth nothing:…” If you eat His
flesh, literally, it’s not going to do you
any good. That’s what the Jews
thought He was talking about. But He
said, “the flesh profiteth nothing: the
words that I speaketh unto you, they
are spirit and they are life.” He wants us
to eat His words.

And drinking his blood, what does
that mean? What does the blood repre-
sent? Life! “The life of the flesh is in the
blood.” (Leviticus 17:11) Remember
when Jesus talked about the vine and
the branches. He said, “I am the vine,
ye are the branches: He that abideth in
me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me ye can
do nothing.” (John 15:5) He said, “Ev-
ery branch in me that beareth not fruit
he taketh away.” (John 15:2) Now what
happens if you cut a branch off from a
vine? It dies very quickly, doesn’t it. But
if it stays on the vine what happens? It
can live, because it draws life from the
vine. The life of the vine flows into the
branches. Once there is a separation
the branch dies. We need to maintain
that connection. Christ in us is our life.
The Bible says, “He that hath the Son
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of
God hath not life.” (1 John 5:12) If you
do not have Christ in you, you do not
have life in you. We need to be con-
nected to that vine and that is what
drinking His blood is. It is taking that
life-giving sap, so to speak, from the
vine, having that life flowing into you,
having Christ in you. So it’s really hav-
ing His Spirit living and abiding in you,
that is drinking His blood.

Eating his flesh is to feast upon His
word. Now does that mean you just do
a memory verse every day and you
commit to memory all the words of the
Bible. Is that really eating the word? It is
not going to hurt you to memorize the
Bible, however, Satan knows the Bible
better than any of us, doesn’t he? Does
it transform him? Obviously not! Memo-
rizing the Bible is not enough. That’s
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not really eating it. When He tells you to
eat His flesh, eat His word, He’s talking
about more than just memorizing it in
your head. He wants you to digest it.

When I read about the promise of
God giving me a new heart, before I ac-
cepted it and acted upon it, had I eaten
it? Not really. But I knew it, I read it. To
really eat it, or digest it, we must take it
in and let it become a part of us, we
must act upon it. After I asked God for
that new heart and I continued to be-
lieve in that promise, then I had eaten
it. Jeremiah said, “Thy words were
found, and I did eat them; and thy word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of
mine heart.” (Jeremiah 15:16) He lived
by those words.

Jesus said, “Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”
(Matthew 4:4) We need to live by that
word, to act upon it, and that is eating it,
when it becomes a part of us. If those
promises haven’t become a part of you
yet, then you haven’t eaten them yet.
You may have them in your memory.
Maybe there are certain promises that
do not apply to you yet, or you don’t
need them yet, but once you accept
those promises and live by them, then
you have eaten those words. That is
what we need to do.

The Body of Christ
Jesus said if we eat His flesh and

drink His blood then we dwell in Him.
Then He said Christ dwells in us. Is
there a difference? What’s the differ-
ence between me dwelling in Christ
and Christ dwelling in me? Christ dwell-
ing in us is fairly simple to understand.
Christ dwelling in us means His Spirit is
in us, His life is lived out in us. But it
says that if we eat His flesh and drink
His blood we also dwell in Christ. How
do I dwell in Christ? I can understand
how He dwells in me, but how can I be
in Him? There’s a verse that I believe
explains this fairly well. It is 1 Corinthi-
ans 12:13. It says, “For by one Spirit
are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have
been all made to drink into one Spirit.” It
says by one Spirit we are all baptized
into one body. When the Spirit of Christ
comes into us we are baptized into one
body. When we are part of the body of

Christ then we are in Christ. We are
members of His body. What makes us
members of His body? Christ in our
hearts! So we cannot have one without
the other. You can’t dwell in Christ and
not have Christ dwelling in you, be-
cause Christ dwelling in you is how you
got in Christ, into His body. Also you
cannot have Christ dwelling in you and
be outside of His body. When I say
“body” I am not talking about His physi-
cal body, but the body of Christ is the
church. It is made up of those who have
the Spirit of God in them. If you have
the Spirit of God in you then you are
one of His, part of His body, and that’s
how we dwell in Christ and Christ
dwells in us.

His Words Abiding in Us
Let’s look again at John 15:4. Jesus

said, “Abide in me, and I in you.” Notice
they come together, you can’t have one
without the other. He said, “Abide in me
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself,” If you cut the branch off, is
it going to produce any more grapes?
No, it cannot bear fruit of itself. He said,
“No more can ye, except ye abide in
me.” He said, “Without me you can do
nothing.” (verse 5) Now look at verse 7.
I want you to remember what Jesus
said in verse 4, “abide in me and I in
you.” Now in verse 7 He says a similar
thing. “If you abide in me and my words
abide in you…” Did you notice the dif-
ference between those two state-
ments? Jesus interchanged part of His
statement with something else. In
verse 4 He said, “If you abide in me and
I in you” and verse 7 He said, “if you
abide in me and my words abide in
you.” How does Christ dwell in us?
Through His words. Christ dwells in
your hearts by faith. By faith in what?
That’s right! By faith in His word. So
when that word abides in you, when
you find those words and you eat them,
then His word is abiding in you.

Let’s look at 1 Thessalonians 2:13.
It says, “For this cause also thank we
God without ceasing, because, when
ye received the word of God which ye
heard of us, ye received it not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, the
word of God,…” Is there a difference
between the word of men and the word
of God? There is a big difference, isn’t
there. What is the main difference?

“The word of God is quick [living], and
powerful.” (Hebrews 4:12) What about
the word of men? The word of men is
dead and powerless. If I were to say of
this pulpit, “This is a green pulpit.” What
would happen? Nothing, absolutely
nothing! This pulpit would still be
brown. I could take some paint and
paint it and then it would become
green, but my word itself had no power
to make it green, did it? What if God
said this pulpit is green, what would
happen? It would become green imme-
diately. Remember when God said,
“Let there be light,” what happened?
What was there before? No light, there
was only darkness. God said, “Let
there be light” and immediately “there
was light.” (Genesis 1:3) God said “Let
there be a firmament to divide the wa-
ters,” and immediately they were di-
vided. That’s the way God’s word is.
God’s word is powerful. When He says
something it happens.

It says in Isaiah 55:10, 11, “As the
rain cometh down,… So shall my word
be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it
shall not return unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent
it.” His word will accomplish what it
says. Just like when I took Him at His
word, I trusted in His word; His word did
what it said. His word has the power in
it to do what that word says.

Paul said, “The word of God, which
effectually worketh also in you that be-
lieve.” (1 Thessalonians 2:13) What
works in you? The word of God! That’s
what it says. He said that when you re-
ceive the word you didn’t receive it as
the word of men, powerless, and dead,
you received it as the word of God, liv-
ing and powerful. And then it says, “The
word of God which effectually worketh
also in you that,” do what? “Believe!”
What does it do in you if you don’t be-
lieve? Nothing. It doesn’t help you,
does it? It works in those that believe. If
you believe His word then it’s going to
do something in you, and only then can
it be said that you ate it. It becomes a
part of you when it starts to do that work
in you. It can’t do this work unless you
believe in the word.

Let’s look at 2 Peter 1:4. It says,
“Whereby are given unto us exceeding
great and precious promises.” These
promises are exceeding great. They
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are not just great, they are exceeding
great and they are precious. They
mean more to us than life itself. That’s
why Jeremiah could say, “Thy words
were found and I did eat them” (Jere-
miah 15:16), and Job said, “I have es-
teemed the words of his mouth more
than my necessary food.” (Job 23:12)
In essence he was saying, “I would
rather have your word than my next
meal.” That’s the way Job was, and
that’s the way we need to be with His
word. That’s how precious it is. That’s
how precious His promises are.

It says, “Whereby are given unto us
exceeding great and precious prom-
ises, that by these…” By what? By
these promises “you might be partak-
ers of the divine nature.” How are you
partakers of the divine nature? By His
promises! What is the divine nature?
The Spirit of Christ! When He is in us
we are partaking of the divine nature.
And how do we get that? By faith in the
promises. Do His promises do us any
good if we don’t believe them? No!

And then it says, “having escaped
the corruption that is in the world
through lust.” We can escape the cor-
ruption of the world through lust. We
don’t have to yield to temptation, do
we? There is always a way of escape.
“God is faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are able;
but will with the temptation also make a
way to escape, that ye may be able to
bear it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13) With ev-
ery temptation that comes to you, there
is a way of escape. And what is that es-
cape? Faith in the word of God. Isn’t
that how Jesus overcame when He
was tempted in the wilderness? You
notice over and over again He kept
saying, “It is written,” “it is written.” He
would quote scripture to the devil;
quote promises. And we can overcome
the same way, can’t we? By faith in the
word of God. This word of God has to
be living and powerful in us, and it will
be if we believe it. If we believe that
word it will have that effect in us. It will
“effectually work… in you that believe.”

Now let’s turn to Romans 6:11.
Look at what Paul tells us to do here.
He instructs us, “Reckon ye also your-
selves to be dead indeed unto sin, but
alive unto God through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” When He tells you to reckon
yourselves to be dead to sin, how can

you do that? By works? There is only
one way you can obey this verse, and
that is by faith. Reckoning yourself to
be dead to sin is faith. Accept it as a
fact that you are dead to sin but alive
unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Say, “I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me: and the life which I now live
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave him-
self for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

The same way that Christ came into
your life is the same way He needs to
stay there, by faith. But as soon as that
faith goes what happens? Christ goes,
and sin returns. Right? Because Christ
stays there by faith.

The Bible says the Jews did not en-
ter into His rest. Why? “Because of un-
belief.” (Hebrews 3:19; 4:6) The Bible
says we shouldn’t follow their example
of unbelief. We need to have faith. Over
and over again God is trying to get us to
believe. When some people came to
Jesus and asked Him what they must
do to do the works of God, “Jesus an-
swered and said unto them, This is the
work of God, that ye believe on him
whom he hath sent.” (John 6:29) The
work of God is to get you to believe.
What is the work of Satan? To get you
to disbelieve, to doubt, that is the work
of Satan. Over and over again Jesus
kept chiding His disciples, “Oh ye of lit-
tle faith.” “Where is your faith?” Over
and over again He rebuked them for
their lack of faith. “If ye have faith as a
grain of mustard seed, ye shall say
unto this mountain, Remove hence to
yonder place; and it shall remove; and
nothing shall be impossible unto you.”
(Matthew 17:20)

We need to have more faith, don’t
we? We need to continue to believe.
That is what changed my life. The
same way that you receive Christ is the
way you are supposed to walk in Him.
And when I received Christ it was by
faith.

Forgiveness and Cleansing
In 1 John 1:9 it says, “If we confess

our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” Now when we con-
fess our sins what sins are we confess-
ing? Sins that are past! That is all we
can do. Does God forgive you for

something you haven’t done yet? The
Bible speaks nothing about Him forgiv-
ing you of something before you do it. It
is folly to ask God, “Please forgive me
for what I am about to do.” When we
ask God to forgive our sins He is faithful
and just to do that, but then He goes on.
He is faithful and just also to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. How does
He forgive you of sins? What exactly
takes place?

Let’s look at Romans 3:24,25, it
says, “Being justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus: through faith in his blood,
to declare his righteousness for the re-
mission of sins that are past, through
the forbearance of God.” So what hap-
pens is He exchanges His righteous-
ness for our sins. There is a trade that
takes place. The Bible says that when
Christ was here His Father laid on Him
the iniquity of us all. All of our sins were
put upon Christ and so when we ask
God to forgive us what we are doing is
saying, “Lord take my sins and in return
give me your righteousness. That is
what happens. That is what forgive-
ness is.

A. T. Jones turned it around, in-
stead of “forgive” he said it means
“give for.” God gives His righteous-
ness for our sins. There is a trade that
takes place. So this is what happens
when our sins are forgiven. We stand
before God as if we had never sinned,
because we stand now, not with our
unrighteousness, but with His righ-
teousness. So all of our past life his-
tory is accounted to Christ and all of
His past life history is accounted to us.

Now this is dealing with sins that
are past. What about cleansing us for
current sins—from sins we are strug-
gling with right now? How does that
happen? In the very same way. He ex-
changes His righteousness for our sin-
fulness or sins. This takes place when
we let Him come in and live His righ-
teous life in us. That is righteousness
by faith—right doing by faith. It is His
right doing not ours. What is our right
doing good for? It is filthy rags. “All our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”
(Isaiah 64:6) His righteousness is the
only thing that counts. It is the only
thing that will suffice. “THE LORD
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” (Jeremiah
23:6)
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Jesus said you must be perfect just
like your Father in heaven is perfect.
Are you going to do that on your own?
That’s not going to happen. But that’s
what the law requires: perfect obedi-
ence. If you offend in one point you’re
“guilty of all.” (James 2:10) God re-
quires perfect obedience. Anything
less than that is unacceptable. But per-
fect obedience cannot be achieved on
our own. The only way it will happen is
if Christ lives His life in us, and that only
happens by faith in His word, in His
promises.

Here is a wonderful promise we can
count on. “He will turn again, he will
have compassion upon us; he will sub-
due [dominate, bring into bondage] our
iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their
sins into the depths of the sea.” (Micah
7:19) This work is His work, but we
must cooperate by letting His word
have a free course in us. Paul said, “Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly.”
(Colossians 3:16) Let His word in and it
will have an effect. It will work to pro-
duce right-doing in you. David said,
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that
I might not sin against thee.” (Psalms
119:11) When we let God’s word in we
are letting Christ in to live in us, for “His
name is called The Word of God.”
(Revelation 19:13)

Child-like Faith in God’s Word
As I noted earlier, when I first be-

came a Christian I had child-like faith to
believe God’s word just like it reads.
We need to be the same way. If we are
not there right now then we need to get
back to that point, like little children.

Jesus said, “Except ye be con-
verted, and become as little children,
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven.” (Matthew 18:3) We need to
be like little children who accept the
word of God just like it says, and then
act upon it. Go forward in that belief
and Christ will dwell and live inside of
you if you believe. Ask Him into your
heart and believe that just what He
said He will do. Jesus said that just as
a father is willing to give good gifts to
his children, your heavenly Father is
much more willing to “give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask him.” (Luke
11:13)

James said, “ye have not, because
ye ask not.” (James 4:2) You have not

the Holy Spirit because you ask not for
the Holy Spirit. Ask for it and then be-
lieve that what He has promised He will
give you.

God said in Ezekiel 36:27, “I will put
my Spirit within you.” That’s a promise;
it is there for the asking. We can all
have that and His Spirit will give us im-
mediate victory over all known sins. Do
you believe that? Do you believe that
it’s possible? Too often we think down
the road two months from now, or two
years from now, saying, “Later I’m go-
ing to stop doing this known sin that I’m
practicing right now.” That’s ridiculous!
If it’s not going to happen now how do
you expect it to happen in two years? It
has to happen now and when God
gives us the victory over all known sins,
then He’s getting ready to get us to the
next step and reveal something that is
yet unknown to us.

Growing up into Christ
Right now, if we would draw a pic-

ture of our experience with God com-
paring it with a plant maybe all we
have is just a little tiny plant, just barely
coming out of the ground. Are we full
grown yet like a mature corn plant?
No! We might be in a middle stage of
our growth, but you now what? We are
never going to get beyond this as long
as we continue to practice known sin.
Do you believe that? We’re stuck here
until we have victory over these known
sins, but then we’re still dwarfs, we still
have a long way to go. We can’t expect
to go from a young shoot to a full
grown plant overnight. If we don’t start
now, if we keep waiting for some future
time to start growing, we’re never go-
ing to get to the place where God
wants us to be. The Bible says we’re
going to come to the fullness of the
measure of the stature of Christ. We
can’t get to that point instantly. It’s an
ongoing process. This process is a
work of a lifetime, but if you don’t get
started soon, it’s not going to happen
at all. We have to get started right now.
We have to move forward.

Job said, “That which I see not
teach thou me: if I have done iniquity, I
will do no more.” (Job 34:32) The Bible
talks a lot about unknown sins, sins of
ignorance. The whole chapter of Leviti-
cus 4 is about sins of ignorance, sins
that you don’t know you are doing. You

know we talk about being in the body of
Christ. Are there Sunday-keepers in
the body of Christ? Of course there are!
Trinitarians too? Should we go that far?
Of course there are! How can they be in
the body of Christ and still believe all
these errors? They are doing as much
as they know. Do you think you know
everything? Probably not! Job didn’t
know everything, so He asked God to
reveal more light to him.

There is a daily process of growing.
I know when I first became a Christian
I didn’t know everything that was
wrong. I knew some things that were
just so obvious, such as that I should-
n’t be smoking pot anymore, or co-
caine, or stealing things. A lot of these
things were just common knowledge,
and everyone knew they are wrong. I
knew it, so when I became a Christian
I knew these things had to go, and they
were gone immediately. But there
were other things that I hung on to,
that I didn’t think were so bad, like
some of the music I was listening to. I
was listening to some pretty bad mu-
sic, like Slayer and Metallica, but when
I became a Christian I thought, “Okay
I’m going to keep some of this and just
get rid of the bad stuff.” Well some of
the stuff I kept you wouldn’t believe. I
kept music from Black Sabbath, Ozzie
Osborne, Iron Maiden, etc. I don’t
know if you have heard any of these
groups. This is what I was hanging on
to. This is after I had already weeded
out the bad stuff. Can you imagine
what I had weeded out? What this
demonstrates is that when you be-
come a Christian you do not immedi-
ately know everything. Was I in the
body of Christ when I still had those
things? Sure I was! I didn’t know they
were wrong at the time. I was living up
to the light that God had shown me. At
that time they were unknown but, very
soon, God revealed to me that they
were wrong too and had to go.

There are a lot of other examples
like that, things that I didn’t know about
that God kept showing me. I remember
one time I had hair down to the middle
of my back and my dad was saying,
“You need to cut your hair.” I was think-
ing, “No, no, no, I don’t need to cut my
hair.” Then somebody read a verse to
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Fundamental Principles of HealthFundamental Principles of Health
by Curtis Kline

Water (Part 1)

As we continue looking at the eight laws of health, I

would like to say that it amazes me, as I study and experi-

ment, to see the power God put into nature and in these

eight laws of health for the healing of the body, mind and

soul. It is even more amazing how they can help when they

are all used together the way God designed us to live. I

would like to encourage all to continue to strive to learn

more about and to follow these established laws. Some will

need to pray and make lifestyle changes to bring them-

selves into a better position to follow them. It may be diffi-

cult, but remember, “with God all things are possible.”

(Mark 10:27) One thing I have learned is that it is much

easier to practice these principles if we live in the country

and are able to spend as much time as possible outdoors in

the fresh air.

This month’s topic is water. Next to air, water is the

most needful and most abundant substance on the planet.

The human body, on average, is made up of 70% water.

Water is essential for all body functions. It is also a cleans-

ing agent vitally needed for the removal of toxins and for-

eign substances in the body. Water is the obvious beverage

of choice provided to us by our God. Unfortunately the en-

emy has perverted the appetites and desires of many, and

water is not a desirable drink for many. We have turned to

sodas, coffee, alcohol, cider, caffeinated teas, and many

other sugary drinks that are harmful to the body. Most of

them actually remove water from the body instead of pro-

viding water. Even the water that comes into our homes

can be damaging with the fluoride and chlorine and other

chemicals that are added.

There are many opinions on what is the best kind of wa-

ter to drink, even among very health conscience individu-

als. Let’s allow the Bible to help us in this matter.

Originally man was placed in the Garden of Eden. There

was a river flowing through the Garden of Eden, and I be-

lieve this is where Adam and Eve obtained their water.

This water, being straight from the hand of God, surely had

many powerful qualities that I would like to touch on. First

of all, the world being undefiled, it was pure and free of

contaminants. It probably had all the essential minerals for

the body in a chelated form. It was also, probably, in a

highly structured form of hexagonal molecules. It’s likely

that it was vitalized and probably slightly alkaline. Let me

say, it’s not my desire to prove all these statements. How-

ever, in my studies, I have found these to be some of the

most positive and powerful properties of water for human

health, and they would also be characteristic of pure spring

water. Although some may wish to debate these points,

I’m sure most would not want to make the argument that

God put man in the Garden of Eden with a distiller or some

other man made water treatment system.

Having established the ideal, we now move onto the

sad reality. After six thousand years of sin and pollution,

we live in a world where obviously “Garden of Eden” wa-

ter is not attainable to most. There are many man-made in-

ventions like distillers, reverse osmosis systems, and

charcoal filtration systems. There is also a flood of science

beginning to open on subjects such as oxygenating water,

and using vortex and magnetic systems to change the mo-

lecular structure of water to a form conducive for use and

function in the body. All these have their advantages and

disadvantages. Many books have been written on these

subjects. The bottom line is all have to make their own

choices. However, I can leave you with some guidelines

and suggestions for better results.

� I recommend some kind of treatment system as

opposed to tap water. With all the chemicals and lead

pipes, the water that comes out of most faucets is not

safe anymore.

� If you buy bottled water, buy the kind in the heavy

clear plastic, not the cloudy plastic you find most milk

bottled in—this plastic has more tendency to leech into

the water and contaminate it.

� If you have a concern about contaminants in your

water, sunlight is an excellent antibacterial agent.

� Spring water is the best if the source can be trusted.

� The average person should drink half their body

weight in ounces per day. (If a person weighs 100

pounds, they should drink 50 ounces of water.)

Although some of the concepts are quite vague, finding

the best answers concerning water can truly be a compli-

cated process. Where you live and your personal resources

have to be factored in also. The main point is that water is

very important to your overall health. So do your home-

work, and do the best you can. Pray over your water that

God will make up the difference. Until next month, may

God bless you. �

(The above article was provided by Curtis Kline, Director of
Ministry of Healing and Restoration, Canvas, WV. For more
in-depth information he can be contacted at (304) 872-4463
or curkli@yahoo.com. While we believe the principles in this
article can be helpful, we are not responsible for any nega-
tive effects resulting from the use of remedies or recom-
mendations herein. Use them at your own risk. Editor)
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Something for the Young at Heart
This month we are continuing a series of crossword Bible studies that are based on the “These Last Days” Bible Lessons.

In order to maintain the flow of the study, this crossword puzzle is not split into Across and Down sections—Across or Down is
indicated at the end of each line.

The Spirit of Prophecy

�When Jesus ascended, He gave
____ unto men. Ephesians 4:8—
14 Down
�He gave some ____, prophets,

evangelists, pastors and teachers.
Ephesians 4:11—5 Across

Note: The word apostle is a translitera-
tion of a Greek word meaning
“one sent forth,” or in other
words, a missionary.

�Christ’s gifts are intended for the per-
fecting of the saints, for the work of the
____. Ephesians 4:12—11 Across

Note: Unlike natural talents which any-
one might possess, spiritual gifts
are given to God’s people so
that each believer will have
some specific ministry he may
perform in the service of God.

� Till we all come in the unity of the
faith unto the ____ of the stature of
the fulness of Christ: Ephesians
4:13—11 Down

Note: Until the church reaches the per-
fection which measures with the
fullness of Christ’s stature she

will have missionaries, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teach-
ers. All the gifts were to continue
operating until the end of time.

� That we be no more carried about
with every wind of ____. Ephesians
4:14—7 Down
� There were in the church at Antioch

____ and teachers. Acts 13:1—
12 Across
�When Paul’s company came to

Caesarea they entered into the
house of Philip the ____. Acts 21:8—
15 Across
� This same Philip had four ____,

which did prophesy. Acts 21:9—
7 Across

Note: God often endowed women with
the spirit of prophecy: Miriam
(Exodus 15:20), Deborah
(Judges 4:4), Hulda (2 Chroni-
cles 34:22), Anna (Luke 2:36).

� Jeremiah was given a message to
warn the people to hearken to the
Lord by walking in His ____. Jere-
miah 26:4—2 Down

� And to hearken to the words of His
____ the prophets. Jeremiah 26:5—
10 Down

�When the law is no more, the proph-
ets find no ____ from the LORD. Lam-
entations 2:9—3 Across

� At one time, when the elders of Israel
enquired of the Lord, He replied, I will
____ be enquired of by you. Ezekiel
20:3—4 Down

� The Lord refused to answer the peo-
ple at this time, because they had de-
spised his judgments and polluted
His ____. Ezekiel 20:11-13—6 Down

Note: If people forsake God’s law and
break His Sabbath, they cannot
expect to receive the gift of
prophecy. But restore the com-
mandments of God, and the tes-
timony of Jesus appears again
also. (See Revelation 12:17.)

� In the ____ days, God said that He
would pour out His Spirit and your
sons and daughters would prophesy.
Acts 2:17—9 Across

�God said that He would make Him-
self known to prophets in visions or
____. Numbers 12:6—17 Across

Note: The natural possession of keen
insight or the gaining of knowl-
edge by study do not constitute
the gift of prophecy. Prophecy is
when God speaks directly to His
chosen messenger through a vi-
sion or dream, giving specific in-
formation which the prophet had
no other way of obtaining. The
prophet is not the source of the
information he reveals, but sim-
ply the channel through which
God speaks.

�He that is now called a prophet was
beforetime called a ____. 1 Samuel
9:9—16 Across

� The acts of David the king, are
chronicled by the prophets, Samuel,
Nathan and Gad in ____ they have
written. 1 Chronicles 29:29—1 Down

Note: From the above text it is clear
that a prophet’s writings do not
have to be in the Bible in order
for that prophet to be inspired.
When Ahab disregarded the
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me that said, “If a man have long hair, it
is a shame unto him.” (1 Corinthians
11:14) I read it right in the Bible and I
thought, “Oh, I never knew that.” Guess
what happened? The hair was gone
the next day.

That’s my experience. I was gung-
ho for God. No matter what God was
going to show me, I was going to do it,
no matter what it was. Known sins were
completely non-existent in my life. Ev-
erything I was dealing with were un-
known sins. He kept leading me up and
up to a higher path and He wants to do
that for every one of us. But the mo-
ment we hang on to known sin is the
moment that we stop our growth; we
can’t go beyond that. We can’t go be-
yond where we put a road block in our
path. But we know that we have a long
way to go yet. If we don’t get our act to-
gether today, right now, we’re never
going to get to that place where we
have reached the measure the fullness
of the statue of Christ. Where we are

filled with all the fullness of God; it’s not
going to happen if we don’t get started
today.

We can have immediate victory
over all known sins by faith, but the un-
known sins are going to have to come
gradually, because God doesn’t reveal
everything to us immediately. We need
to get that gradual process started or
we will be here until the Lord comes
and find ourselves unfitted for heaven.
Very soon the Lord is going to say, “He
that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and
he which is filthy, let him be filthy still:
and he that is righteous, let him be righ-
teous still: and he that is holy, let him be
holy still.” (Revelation 22:11) At that
time our characters will be set. We will
either rejoice to see the Lord come or
we will say “to the mountains and
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the

face of him that sitteth on the throne,
and from the wrath of the Lamb.” (Rev-
elation 6:15, 16)

We can have instant victory over all
known sins by faith in the word of God,
which says that Christ dwells in us by
faith. This is what we all need. If it’s not
true in you today, pray for it now. We
don’t have to wait until tomorrow, and
we don’t have to wait until next week.
The Bible says, “now is the day of sal-
vation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2) We need to
come to the realization that if we still
have known sins in our lives we’ve got
a problem. We still have that carnal
mind plaguing us, and it’s got to go, and
it can go immediately, right now, by
faith, if we ask Him. But you have to
continue to believe that what He said
He will do and then He will do it in you.

�
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counsel of the prophet Micaiah
(who never wrote a single word
of the Bible) he suffered the con-
sequences for disobedience just
as if it had been Isaiah or Jere-
miah who had given the warning
(1 Kings 22). When the Lord in-
spires a prophet, whether the
message serves only to meet a
specific need at a specific time,
or whether it is canonized in the
Scriptures for people in all ages,
the degree of inspiration is the
same. And the messages of all
true prophets of God, whether
they are Bible writers or not, will
be in perfect harmony with the
written Scriptures, by which all
things must be tested.

� The Lord brought Israel out of Egypt
by a prophet and by this same
means He ____ them. Hosea
12:13—8 Down

Note: “Surely the Lord God will do
nothing but he revealeth his se-
cret unto his servants the proph-
ets.” (Amos 3:7)

� Believe in the Lord and in His proph-
ets and ye shall ____. 2 Chronicles
20:20—13 Down �

Upcoming Meetings in Your Area
Here is the currently-planned 2006 itinerary for Lynnford Beachy:

May 5, 6 . . . . . . . . Southern New Jersey, contact Kevin and Judy Schmidt,

609-390-1574.

May 10-13 . . . . . . Southern Maine, contact Mervin and Rose Marie Shoe-

maker, 207-892-2338.

May 13 . . . . . . . . . Wenatchee, Washington (Allen Stump will be speak-

ing), contact Eldon Noyes, 509-548-5379.

May 15-18 . . . . . . Upstate New York, contact Marvin Ford, 315-845-8519.

May 19, 20 . . . . . . Hamilton, Canada (near Toronto), contact Paul

Falconbridge, 905-561-4071.

May 26-28 . . . . . . Northwestern Pennsylvania, contact Calvin and Paula

Bickel, 814-676-8660.

June 2, 3. . . . . . . . Cleveland, Ohio, contact Willis Smith, 216-271-9045.

June 20-24 . . . . . . WV Camp Meeting, contact us here at Smyrna.

July 7, 8 . . . . . . . . Asheville, NC, contact Carl Felts, 828-667-8156.

July 9 . . . . . . . . . . Hickory, NC, contact Dr. Herb Cole, 828-322-5316.

July 31-Aug. 6 . . . Germany Camp Meeting, contact us here at Smyrna.

August 7-16 . . . . . Denmark, Romania, Hungary and Poland Visit, contact

us here at Smyrna.

September 1-4 . . . Eastern PA Spanish/Portuguese Camp Meeting, contact

Pascual Flores, 347-232-4151 -or- 718-453-3550.

Nov. or Dec.. . . . . Southern CA Camp Meeting, contact us here at Smyrna.

Note: The camp meeting in Southern California is tentatively planned for

this fall, but dates have not been finalized. More meetings are in the planning

stages for September-December. Between these meetings we will be avail-

able to visit people in their homes and have additional meetings. Check up-

coming issues of Present Truth (also available on our website) to keep

informed about these meetings and others in your area. Please contact us if

you would like to host meetings in your area.. �

(Faith, continued from page 8)



Nigerian Convention Notice
The Lord willing, Pastor Allen Stump of Smyrna Gospel

Ministries will be attending this convention.

The Liberated Church of God Nigeria (a.k.a Christ Love

Assembly) will be having their international convention in

the South East of Nigeria, April 18-25, 2006. This notice is

to invite brethren all over the world, especially members of

the Sabbath faith, to their April convention. We have good

accommodations for our overseas brethren. The weather at

that time in Nigeria will be conducive and some other things

will be provided.

Interested persons should contact Pastor Eddy Egbujor

(The Director of Foreign Missions), eddychristlove@ya-

hoo.com, phone: 234-806-090-8231, or Pastor Louis George

(The National Evangelist of the Ministry), georgel105@ya-

hoo.co.uk (that is GeorgeL105), phone: 234-803-406-5993

or 234-803-518-8902. �
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Welch, West Virginia 24801
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Present Truth is published monthly by Smyrna Gospel Ministries.

It is sent free upon request. Duplication of these papers is not

only permitted but strongly encouraged, as long as our

contact information is retained. Present Truth is available online

at http://www.presenttruth.info.

Note: If you move, please send us your new address. If you

inadvertently get deleted from our mailing list, without your

request, please write us and verify your valid address.

Editor: Lynnford Beachy, HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, West

Virginia 24801, phone: (304) 732-9204, fax: (304) 732-7322,

e-mail: newsletter@presenttruth.info.

Listen to God’s Word, God’s Way proclaiming the messages

of Present Truth on the radio. This radio program, featuring

Pastor Willis Smith from Cleveland, Ohio, covers much of the

eastern United States. You can hear it on 1220 AM and 1440

AM, Saturday evenings, from 8:00-9:00 p.m. EST, and again

on Sunday evenings, from 9:00-9:30 p.m. EST.


