The Incredible Love of God

by Lynnford Beachy

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us” (1_John 3:1). God calls us to behold how completely He loves us. God is aggressively pursuing a relationship with you. He is filled with love and compassion for you, regardless of what you have done. God says, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil,…” (Jeremiah 29:11). The focus of the entire Bible is on how much God loves us. He sent His Son to remove all doubt about how much He cares for us.

Any healthy relationship is based upon trust and appreciation. Distrusting God and doubting His love hinders our relationship with Him. It was a disbelief of God’s great love that started Satan on his downward path (see Ezekiel 28:14-17). It was a disbelief of God’s great love that convinced Eve to sin (see Genesis 3:1-6). It is a disbelief of God’s great love that keeps us in sin today. It is only through an understanding of God’s infinite love that we can be brought into a loving relationship with Him.

It has been Satan’s goal to deceive men regarding the true character of God. Satan would have us believe that God is not as loving as He claims to be, and he knows that if he can convince us on this issue we will never love God with all our heart. It is only by receiving a true picture of God’s love that we can ever love Him enough to fulfill the commandment Jesus called “the first and great commandment,” which is to love God with all our heart (see Matthew 22:37, 38).

The Fulfillment of the Law

Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). The same thought is expressed in verse 23. “If a man love me, he will keep my words” (John 14:23). In Green’s literal translation, verse 15 says: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (Jay P. Green’s Greek Interlinear).

This verse is a statement about a cause and effect relationship, rather than a command. Jesus said that if we love Him, the natural result of that love is that we will keep His commandments. If we do not love God, we cannot, and will not, keep His commandments. True obedience to God is based upon a loving relationship with Him.

Jesus said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40).

If we love God with all our heart, we will not have any other gods before Him. We will not worship any graven image, break the Sabbath, or take His name in vain (first four Commandments). If we love our neighbors as ourselves, we won’t murder, steal from them, bear false witness against them, covet their goods, commit adultery, or dishonor our parents (last six Commandments). For this reason Paul could say with certainty, these words: “Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.... Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:8-10).

John wrote, “We love Him, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). The reason given for man loving God is “because He first loved us.” Understanding and appreciating God’s love for us is a result of Him drawing us to Himself by His Spirit (John 6:44). “…the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us” (Romans 5:5). As we yield to God’s leading in showing us His love, He will reveal more and more until our hearts are filled with love for God and for those around us. Our love for God will be in proportion to how much we understand and appreciate His love for us. If you see that God loves you a little bit, then your love for Him will be very little. If you see that God loves you even enough to yield up that which was most precious to Him, His only-begotten Son, then your love for Him will be great.

How Can We Know God’s Love?

The Bible says, “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:9, 10). God has revealed His great love by yielding up His only-begotten Son.

“And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our love made perfect” (1_John 4:16, 17). Our love for God is made perfect by knowing, believing, and dwelling in His love for us, as expressed in the gift of His only-begotten Son. In order to believe that God loves us, and to dwell upon that fact, we must first know it, or be taught of it; this is the first step towards loving Him in return. “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His [Jesus’] life for us” (1 John 3:16). To know God’s love for us we must look at how He gave His Son to lay down His life for us.

The Sufferings of Christ

Mark wrote about the night before Christ’s death: “And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and He saith to His disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. And He taketh with Him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy; And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch [give strict attention to]. And He went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him” (Mark 14:32-35). Jesus asked His disciples to watch what was going on because He wanted them to see everything— including His agony as He prayed, so that their love for God might become perfected.

Let’s take a look at what happened in the garden of Gethsemane. The Greek word εκθαμβεω, which was translated “sore amazed,” means “to be struck with terror” (Thayer’s Greek Lexicon). Something happened to Jesus that caused Him to be terrified so much that He prayed three times that the hour might pass from Him (Matthew 26:39-44).

The next word used to describe the condition of Jesus is the Greek word αδημονεω, which was translated “very heavy,” and means “to be in distress (of mind); (to be sated to loathing)” (Strong’s Greek Dictionary). Sated to loathing means “to satisfy totally (the appetite or a desire), so fully as to cause a sudden violent hostility or disgust of feelings, to the point of abhorring them” (Grolier’s, New Webster’s Dictionary). Something was happening to Jesus that caused Him to be disgusted with His feelings, and those feelings terrified Him. What were those feelings?

Isaiah prophesied, “The Lord laid on Him the iniquity [along with guilt] of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). Jesus experienced the shame that we feel when we sin, only magnified millions of times. This caused a separation between God and Himself (Isaiah 59:2).

God truly loves us enough to give up His only-begotten Son, and He wants us to behold, or to dwell upon, that precious truth. “For the love of Christ constraineth [compels or preoccupies] us” (2 Corinthians 5:14). We are to be preoccupied with the wonderful truth that God so loved the world that He allowed His only-begotten Son to experience our guilt and death.

Isaiah wrote, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee” (Isaiah 26:3). God knows that if we dwell upon the wonderful love that He has for us it will mold and shape us like nothing else can, and it will give us confident trust. If we allow God’s Spirit to constantly give us a realization of the love God has for us, and appreciate that love, it will draw us into a deep, personal relationship with Him. Christ in us will direct our hearts into the love of God so fully that we will finally be so disgusted with sin that we will hate it (Hebrews 1:8).

Faith Works by Love

The Bible tells us that the only thing that really counts is “…faith which worketh by love” (Galatians 5:6). Paul prayed for us that God, “…would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us” (Ephesians 3:16-20).

Christ is able to live in our hearts by faith, which will give us a deep understanding of the greatness of God’s love for us, which, in turn, will allow us to be filled with all the fullness of God, giving us the strength we need to live in cooperation with His kingdom. This will prepare us to live with Him for all eternity. Notice how love and faith are connected here. By faith we receive Christ into our hearts and He leads us into a deeper appreciation of God’s love, fortifying our relationship with God.

“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:4, 5). There is something about believing that Jesus is the Son of God that gives us the key to overcome the world, which is to overcome sin (see 1 John 2:15-17). This victory is given to us by faith in God’s love. If you are convinced that God loves you unconditionally, you can trust Him with every decision in your life.

Since believing that Jesus is the Son of God enables us to overcome sin, do you think Satan would try to distort the fact that Jesus is the Son of God? He certainly would! If we expect to overcome the world we must believe that Jesus really is the only-begotten (born) Son of God, and that God gave Him up for us.

“He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made Him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of His Son” (1_John 5:10). God said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him” (Matthew 17:5). God said that Jesus Christ is His only-born Son; don’t let anyone tell you differently. Satan is so dedicated to hide God’s love that he convinced most of the translators of the newer Bible translations to delete “begotten” from John 3:16. Our ability to appreciate God’s love is directly connected to how we understand the identity of Jesus Christ.

God’s Gift of His Son

Jesus, speaking of Himself, said, “When there were no depths, I was brought forth [born]; when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth” (Proverbs 8:24, 25). The Hebrew word that was translated here as “brought forth” means “to be born” (Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon). Jesus is the literal Son of God, born in heaven before the world was.

It is only by knowing and believing that God so loved the world that He actually gave up His only-born Son, that we can truly have our love for God perfected. Therefore, only by knowing and believing that God sent His only-begotten Son into the world, can we keep His commandments.

There will be a group of people in the last days who will love God with all their heart. They will know the love of God that passes knowledge. They will understand that God loves us so much that He gave up His only-begotten Son. This group of people is known as the 144,000. They are the ones who receive the seal of God (see Revelation 7:1-4). They will be without fault. “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father’s name written in their foreheads. ... And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God” (Revelation 14:1, 5). They will not submit to the mark of the beast, and will be saved from all the plagues that come upon the earth.

These people will understand God’s love to such a degree that they will not sin. “The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid” (Zephaniah 3:13). These are a testimony for God that He can fully transform fallen man into His image. I want to be part of that number.

Friends, “The Lord is… not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). God is pursuing a relationship with you because He loves you and wants to live with you forever. He loves you so much that He sent His Son “…to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). Do not despair if you think you are too filthy for the Lord to accept. The filthier you are, the more confident you can be that you are the one Jesus came to save. He loves you with an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). Please accept His free gift of life. “And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life” (1 John 5:11, 12). Invite and accept Jesus to live in your heart, and you will have eternal life, then He will change you into His image.

(This article is available as a tract. It is one of the easiest tracts to give out. Contact us for more information.          Editor)

_______________________________________________________________________________

Practical Evangelism

by Joseph Lahud

In our ministry work, my wife Kimberly and I have witnessed a multitude of rewarding experiences as a result of sharing the love of God. There is a supernatural power that attends the gospel message. It is a power with the ability to set captives free from the bondage to sin and darkness. It brings deliverance, healing, and hope to hurting souls. We have seen the joy that the Spirit of Christ brings to those who otherwise were stooping low from the burdens of life.

Anyone can share the gospel; children are not excluded! Our son Joshua created a simple sheet of paper printed in such a way that when folded, in bold type, the words shown said “Free Gift.” He cleverly placed these at tables and public locations, such as in a mall, for example. We would discreetly watch as people picked them up and read them thinking it was a product or service promotion.

Joshua had written the gospel message in the innocence of a ten-year-old. His language was simple but clear—that God loves us and He gave His only-begotten Son for our lives. He invited the reader to receive Jesus in their hearts, accept forgiveness for their sins, and to give Him their burdens. It was powerful!

Some would read the contents and then set them back down unceremoniously. Others, however, would read the contents and take them with them! You never know what seeds were planted through this effort. Never take the power of the gospel for granted!

While living in North Dakota, I had the privilege of sharing the gospel with a young man who had tried to commit suicide through a drug overdose. I met with him at the hospital recovery unit where he was and I shared with him the fact that God loved him so much that He gave His only-begotten Son for his life. To my great surprise, this young man responded that he did not know that God loved him, and that he had never had anyone declare this to him.

After several Bible studies, and further testimony regarding how God had delivered me from drugs and a life of sin, I had the privilege of baptizing this young man in the name of Christ. The last time I spoke with his mother, she indicated that her son was doing well; he had a steady job and was getting married! Praise the Lord!

Since moving back to Santa Barbara, California, the Lord has opened our eyes to the many opportunities that exist to serve Him through personal ministry. One such area of opportunity lies in those who are cast by society as “unclean”—the homeless. Interestingly enough, on Valentine’s Day twenty-nine years ago, my wife and I celebrated our honeymoon here in this city. Little did we know back then what future plans God had for us in laboring for His kingdom! It is amazing what God can do with lost and bruised hearts. He is very qualified to equip us to stop serving sin and, instead, to serve Him.

We moved back to Santa Barbara in September 2014. We did not have a home destination but simply drove here from North Dakota, trusting our loving Father to provide. In faith, I had reserved a small trailer three weeks prior, waiting for the funds to pay the trailer rental and the food and gas for the two-day journey. On the day we needed it, a dear brother provided the funds. In addition, a precious small group of brothers and sisters helped us with additional funds. Praise the Lord! We drove straight through, resting only but a few hours.

Since our arrival in California, we have been camping out in our truck, a 1989 GMC suburban. Being homeless ourselves, we spend our days either in the harbor area, or parked in front of the busy beach areas that are unique to Santa Barbara. What we discovered was that there is a large homeless community. We meet all sorts of “displaced individuals”; some with obvious mental disorders but, for the most part, many are regular people just like you and me. Seen from a distance they mostly look the same: tattered, dirty, and pushing or pulling a cart with their personal belongings. But when you meet them in person, up close, they are hurting children of the Most High God. They have hopes and dreams, they laugh, cry, hunger, and experience joy just like you and me.

Our income consists of the ministry support that several brothers and sisters lovingly provide. Kimberly had the idea to give water and food to some of these people. We found a ninety-nine-cent store where we could purchase many food items relatively cheap. We bought packs of water bottles, fresh apples, bananas, pears, plums, easy-open food cans of beans and soups, bread rolls, and even toothbrush kits that included a toothbrush, toothpaste, and a toothbrush case. We included forks and spoons and even napkins. We made these several items into “food bags,” which were simply large paper bags that only cost ten cents each. We calculated the cost of one of these “food bags” and it amounted to about $8.50 each, but they were packed with a substantial amount of food and water. So, with a little over $100 we were able to make up twelve food bags.

We had brought Kimberly’s bicycle, which fortunately has a basket in front and can hold up to three carefully placed food bags. We rode up and down the beach walkways and gave a food bag to those to whom we were prayerfully led.

We approached one older woman who was sitting on a grassy knoll and asked her if she could use some food. She responded in tears, saying that she had just finished praying, asking God to provide food for her as she had nothing to eat for that day!

Another woman, when I asked her if she could use some food, responded that she did not know. She was confused as to why a stranger would be offering her this large food bag. After a few seconds she reluctantly received it and I rode away. Later, when I passed by her again, I could see the open cans which she had eaten. She did not notice me ride past her, but I could see a look of joy in her face. I silently praised the Lord for His faithfulness in providing for this lost soul, a daughter of the Most High. We joyfully placed all our food bags into hungry hands.

To my great surprise, one precious man named Richard respectfully declined the food bag saying, “No thank you, I have food for today, give it to someone that has no food.”

In these experiences, we share the testimony of God’s great love for them, words of encouragement, and pray for them when the opportunity is possible. Some receive it with tears; others simply bow their heads in reverence. What is most noticeable is that God’s Spirit touches these individuals. It is not that they are immediately delivered of all their problems and conditions, but certainly a measure of hope is received, a seed is planted. It is God who waters and brings forth fruit.

A Demon Possessed Man

Although I have personally witnessed accounts in the realm of demonic deliverance many years ago, the following experience was very eye opening for both Kimberly and me. We had met a homeless couple in our walks near the pier. The man called himself “Israel” or “John” and would act and speak as if he were a prophet. They made their income by making sand sculptures and placed small cans and plastic cups for people to toss money into, similar to what one would do at a carnival.

One day, as we were walking past their area, the woman began confessing to us some of the terrible things “Israel” was doing. She described the lewd conduct of her husband with other men, how he was using the drug “meth,” and how he had threatened to kill her by chocking her in the middle of the night as she slept. He had also recently struck another man with his fist. After listening to her plight, we prayed for both her and him, for God to cast out the demonic stronghold in which he was bound and to deliver him.

Meanwhile, “Israel” had been pacing menacingly about fifty feet away, shouting and crying out loud things like “Jesus saves!” “Repent from sin!” and “Salvation in God!” All of a sudden he approached us, at which time I cautioned Kimberly to back away and continue our walk. As I began to walk away, he approached as close as he could (being on the sand while we were standing higher up on the walk path). Raising his voice, loudly challenging me, he exclaimed, “Why is it that whenever my wife is speaking with someone and I come closer they turn and leave!”

At this, I turned around and approached him, politely saying that we were simply continuing on our walk. As I was speaking, I could sense the violent spirit and demonic presence that surrounded him. Not wanting to display fear (I must admit I did feel some fear and apprehension), I leaned down nearer to his face with careful confidence (silently praying for the Lord to give me wisdom as to what to do). I did not know if he was going to take a swing at me or worse, behave violently toward my wife.

He responded by loudly saying to me, “Fear tactics are not going to work!” Fear Tactics? are you kidding! He is the one being used to spread fear to others! Removing my sunglasses so he could see my eyes directly, I lowered my face to about twelve inches from his and said to him that we simply had a respectful conversation with his wife.

Right at that moment the most amazing thing happened! The demonic presence instantly fled and this once-belligerent-and-violent man became peaceful and gentle! His eyes changed from an aggressive to a pleading look! He spoke to me in the tone of a scared little boy, and in a pleading manner he asked if I would pray for him! I responded by declaring to him that years ago God had delivered me from alcohol and drug abuse, and that God could set him free. He immediately said, “Brother! Then you know what I am going through! Please pray for me!” I said to him that I had already prayed for him and that God was able to deliver him if he called out to Him with all his heart.

Sensing in my spirit that we should leave, Kimberly and I then walked away, amazed at what had just taken place. We realized that what we had just witnessed was a demon possessed man coming into the presence of God’s Holy Spirit, and the demons had to flee, releasing their captive. I realized that this encounter was not over yet, and I would have to come back to see this man when I was more prayerfully prepared.

I returned to him again about a week later. I was fasting and praying as I brought a gallon of water to him, and was prepared to speak with him one-on-one and pray for him. When I found him near his “work” area, he calmly greeted me. I gave him the water I had brought and shared some things about my bondage to alcohol and drugs and how God had set me free. We spoke about things pertaining to living a life pleasing in God’s eyes, and then I asked him if I could pray for him. He bowed his head and received the offering of prayer on his behalf. I said good-bye and left.

Although I do not believe all the things that he said to me, as most alcoholics and drug addicts often deny the depth of their sickness and addiction, I do believe that he was earnest in his response to receiving God’s power to set him free. In faith, I believe God will show Himself faithful on behalf of this lost sheep, just as He was faithful to set me free.

As We Minister to Others, God Ministers to Us

Dear Brothers and Sisters, you CAN make a difference! God is looking for willing hearts. He desires our hearts to trust in Him to do things we have never imagined before. He can do it through us! I would encourage you to prayerfully consider Isaiah 42:16, which declares several of God’s promises to you and me: “And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.”

Sharing the love of God is not difficult. Trust in Him to do the work. All we have to do is be willing to love those whom we desire to minister to with the love God has placed in our hearts. He will give you the words to speak. A spontaneous, random act of encouragement to others is something anyone can do! As in riding a bicycle, the more you do it, the easier it gets. “For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isaiah 55:10, 11).

I have experienced great results in the simple effort of sharing some of the many promises given to us by our heavenly Father in the Bible. It is just amazing the powerful effect it creates in the hearts of men when you share with them God’s promises.

I met a man in the harbor who is here from England on business. It did not take long for the Lord to show me that I was to encourage this man. During our conversations, he shared with me some of the details of his life, such as his desire to bring his family over from the United Kingdom, and his frustrations in the business deal he is working on. Although I have no knowledge in the field that he is in, I do know someone who does, so I pointed him to his heavenly Father and His promises. It was precious! It was as if he were a dry sponge and quickly absorbed all the promises of hope and surety that God declares in His word.

This form of evangelism is one of the most simple, but effective, means of reviving those whose faith is weak, or maybe have very little faith. As my friend Lynnford Beachy recently said to me: “Anything that brings one’s heart closer to Christ is worth the effort.” Very well said! These words were of refreshing encouragement to me.

There is a passage in the Bible that reveals a wonderful principle. It is found in Proverbs 11:25: “The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.” What this declares is a universal principle that may be found even in nature. It refers to our giving.

The Amazon River is the largest river in the world, and it never runs dry, even though its output in volume can exceed over 300,000 cubic meters per second during the rainy season. It is said that you can go out twenty miles from its mouth at the coast of Brazil in the Atlantic Ocean, dip a cup from the side of a boat, and you will still have fresh water! When you share the gospel, when you encourage someone, when you give from love to others, no matter what method you use, God will nourish you with more. God will provide you with more to give! Christ spoke of rivers of living water flowing from our bellies. He was referring to God’s Holy Spirit flowing from us to others: “He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified)” (John 7:38, 39). What a great promise is given to us! He is encouraging us to not be afraid to minister to others; He will give us His Holy Spirit to help us do His work! We are not alone in this! He will give to us that we may freely give to others. “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8).

About eight years ago when we still had our woodworking business, we designed and built the furniture for the senior superior court judge in the new courthouse and jail facility in a nearby city. It required for me to interact with the judge to create the design and specifications custom made for his needs. It was during this first meeting that the Lord nudged me to pray for this man—and I did! I was able to use this time to encourage him about trusting in God to give him the necessary wisdom to make the right choices, and discernment as he presides over the many court cases brought before him. He is sentencing men and women to prison terms and other very serious matters. The affect was very powerful! He humbly thanked me for my prayer and was grateful for the encouragement he received, not only for his profession but also towards his wife and children, as I had also prayed that his career would not cause him to neglect his family. As a result, I was rewarded with great encouragement to boldly pray more earnestly for others in very serious and delicate circumstances, and not to fear what words I would speak for the Lord would speak through me. Our loving heavenly Father will do the same for you, dear brothers and sisters! Trust in Him! Isaiah 26:3.

Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15).
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